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N A statement on June 5 on the death of Ruairi 
J Brádaigh, Patron and former President, 


Republican Sinn Féin, 


his successor as 


resident, Des Dalton, said: 


“Ruairi O Bradaigh was 
a towering figure of Irish 
Republicanism in the latter 
half of the 20th century. He 
came to embody the very 
essence of the Republican 
tradition, setting the very 
highest standards of 
commitment, duty, honour 
and loyalty to the cause of 
Irish freedom. 

“Since 1950 he served at 
every level of the 
Republican Movement, and 
from 1956 took on the 
onerous responsibilities of 
national leadership, with 
only a short interval, up to 
the present day. Ruairi was a 
man of immense capability 
both as a politician and as a 
soldier. He holds the unique 
distinction of serving as 
President of Sinn Féin, 
Chief-of-Staff of the Irish 
Republican Army and from 
1957 to 1961 as a TD, 
representing 
Longford/Westmeath. 

“At critical junctures in 
the history of the Republican 
Movement, Ruairi Ó 
Brádaigh, along with his 
close friend and comrade, 
the late Dáithí Ó Conaill, 
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manned the gap against the 
forces of reformism who 
sought to convert a 
revolutionary movement of 
national liberation into a 
mere constitutional political 
party, first in 1969/70 and 
once again in 1986. 

“For Ruairi the essential 
principles of Irish freedom 
were clear and marked the 
political course to be 
followed. He dismissed any 


cult of the personality, 
warning always of the 
inherent dangers of 


following merely the man or 
woman over the cause of 
Irish national independence. 
At a time when our sense of 
identity is being steadily 
eroded, when our people are 
discouraged from taking 
pride in their history or 
culture, Ruairi O Bradaigh 
was a tireless champion of 
the Irish language, viewing 
it as the cornerstone of our 
unique identity as a nation. 
“Like Padraig Mac 
Piarais, he believed in an 
Ireland that was: ‘not only 
free but Gaelic as well; not 
only Gaelic but free as well’. 
“As an Irish Republican 


he believed passionately in 


Theobald Wolfe Tone’s 
vision of substituting the 
denominations of Protestant, 
Catholic and Dissenter with 
the common name of Irish 
man and Irish woman. 

“He played a leading role 
in formulating the EIRE 
NUA proposals for a four- 
province Federal Ireland, 
which was based on the 
principles of true 
decentralisation of decision- 
making with full 
participatory democracy, 
involving all sections of the 
Irish people as trust- 
founders of a New Ireland. 
Such a democratic template 
would provide the Unionist 
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minority with a New Ireland 
with real political power and 
decision-making. 

“He was among the 
Republican leaders who met 
representatives of loyalism 
and unionism at Feakle, Co 
Clare in 1974 and later 
strongly supported the 
MacBride/Boal talks, which 
were eventually sabotaged 
by a 26-County Government 
Minister. 

“Such was Ruairi’s 
commitment to the 
principles of a non-sectarian 
and pluralist Ireland that he 
and Dáithí Ó Conaill 
stepped down from the 
positions of President and 
Vice-President respectively 
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of Sinn Féin when EIRE 
NUA was dropped as a 
policy document to further 
the agenda of a reformist 
clique operating within the 
Republican Movement in 
the early 1980s. 

“For Ruairi O Bradaigh 
there could be no 
temporising on the issue of 
British rule in Ireland. 
Drawing on the lessons of 
Irish history he recognised 
that it constituted the root 
cause of conflict and 
injustice for the Irish people. 
In opposing the 1998 
Stormont Agreement, he 
rightly viewed it as a flawed 
document, serving only to 
copper-fasten British rule 
while also institutionalising 
sectarianism, thereby further 
deepening the sectarian 
divide. 

“Ruairi Ó Bradaigh’s 
analysis has since been 
borne out by a number of 
independent studies which 
have shown an increase in 
sectarianism in the Six 
Counties in the years since 
1998. The economically and 
politically oppressed and 
partitioned Ireland is far 
removed from the vision of 
a New Ireland, which 
inspired Irish Republicans 
such as Ruairi O Bradaigh. 

“Tn an introduction to the 


biography of Ruairi O 
Bradaigh written by 
Professor Robert White, the 
journalist Ed Moloney 
described Ruairi as the ‘last, 
or one of the last Irish 
Republicans’. Whilst the 
tribute was well intentioned, 
the case is quite different. It 
is because of the life’s work 
of Ruairi O Bradaigh that he 
is not the last Republican but 
has rather ensured the 
continuity of Irish 
Republicanism, passing on 
the torch to succeeding 
generations. 

“We in Republican Sinn 
Féin are proud to remember 
him as our President and 
later our Patron, as a man of 
great intellect, coupled with 
great humanity and empathy 
for the oppressed, both in 
Ireland and internationally. 
We salute his memory and 
pledge our resolve to honour 
him by continuing his work, 
guided by the same 
principles and maintaining 
the same high standards of 
integrity and truth that 
marked Ruairi Ó Brádaigh 
as man and patriot. We 
extend our profound 
sympathies to his wife Patsy, 
and the Ó Brádaigh family. 


“Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 
anam dilis.” 


ANNUAL H-BLOCK HUNGER STRIKE 
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Ruairi O Bradaigh 


ON June 5 Republicans throughout 
the 


England, Scotland, 


reland, 


USA and_ indeed 


throughout the world were deeply saddened to 
hear of the death of Ruairi O Bradaigh, former 
President and current Patron of Sinn Féin. 


Ruairi was born in Longford 
on October 2 1932. His father, 
Matt Brady, was an 
IRA Volunteer and was severely 
wounded in an encounter with 
the Royal Irish Constabulary, in 
1919. His mother, May Caffrey, 
was a Cumann na 
mBan Volunteer, and graduate 
of University College Dublin, 
class of 1922, with a degree in 
Commerce. She was Secretary 
for the County Longford Board 
of Health and died in 1974. 

Matt Brady was elected as 
an Independent Republican to 
Longford County Council, 
serving from 1934 to 1942. He 
never fully recovered from his 
injuries, resulting in his death at 
the age of 51 on June 7, 1942. 


He received a Republican 
funeral. 

Ruairi was educated at St 
Mel’s College, Longford, 


leaving in 1950, and University 
College Dublin, from where he 
graduated with a commerce 
degree (BComm) and 
certification in the teaching of 
the Irish language in 1954. That 
year he took a job teaching Irish 
at Roscommon Vocational 
School in Roscommon town. 

He joined Sinn Féin at the 
age of 18 and the following 
year, while studying commerce 
at University College Dublin, he 
joined the IRA. In Longford he 
helped to organise local units of 
the IRA and reported his 
activities directly to Tony 
Magan (Chief-of-Staff at the 
time). Ruairi O Bradaigh’s 
primary responsibility was 
training his men in weapons 
care and explosives, a job he 
took seriously. 

In 1953 he was an elected 
delegate to the IRA Army 
Convention. He headed the 
assault party on Arborfield on 
August 13, 1955. The raid 
netted 55 Sten sub-machine 
guns and almost 90,000 bullets. 
Later that year at the IRA 
Convention he was elected to 
the IRA Executive. 

The IRA Resistance 
Campaign, Operation Harvest, 
commenced on December 12, 
1956. He was arrested for his 
part in the attack of Derrylin 
Barracks on December 30/31, 
1957 and sent to the Curragh 
Concentration Camp, from 
which he escaped on September 
24, 1958 along with Daithi O 
Conaill. In 1959 he was arrested 
in Roscommon town after 
attending a church service for 
the local school’s headmaster. 
Refusing to account for his 
movements, he was sentenced to 
six months in Mountjoy jail. He 
was released on May 26, 1960 
and returned to Longford amid 
public fanfare. 

In the 1957 general election 
in the 26 Counties, he was 
elected as a TD to an All-Ireland 
Dail Eireann for Longford- 
Westmeath, but because of Sinn 
Féin’s policy of not recognising 
the State and abstaining from 


taking part in Partition 
assemblies, he did not take his 
seat. 


In October 1958, he was 
appointed Chief-of-Staff of the 
IRA, a position he held until the 
following year when Sean 


Cronin, subsequently the 
Washington correspondent of 
the Irish Times, took over, O 
Bradaigh assuming the post of 
Adjutant-General. Ruairi again 
became Chief-of-Staff from 
1960-62. Sean Cronin was 
someone who had a lasting 
influence on Ruairi and for 
whom he retained the utmost 
respect and friendship over 
subsequent years. 

Although Ruairi has always 
emphasised that it was a 
collective declaration, he was 
the primary author of the 
statement ending the IRA 
Resistance Campaign in 1962 
(see SAOIRSE 50 Years Ago, 
February 2012). At the IRA 
1962 Convention he indicated 
that he was not interested in 
continuing as Chief-of-Staff. 

After his arrest in December 
1956, he had taken leave from 
teaching at Roscommon 
Vocational School. He was re- 
instated and began teaching 
again in autumn 1962, just after 
he was succeeded by Cathal 
Goulding in the position of 
Chief-of-Staff of the IRA. He 
remained an active member of 
Sinn Féin and was also a 
member of the IRA Army 
Council throughout the decade. 
In December 1964, he was 
elected chairperson of 
Roscommon Sinn Féin. 

In the February 1966 British 
general election, he ran as 
a Republican candidate in 
the Fermanagh/South Tyrone 
constituency, polling 10,370 
votes, or 19.1% of the valid poll 
but failed to be elected. 

In 1969/70 when 
nationalists in the Six Occupied 
Counties were under attack 
from loyalist forces, Ruairi, 
along with Dáithí Ó Conaill and 
others rejected the efforts of 
people within the Republican 
Movement to recognise Leinster 
House, Stormont and 
Westminster, both at the IRA 
Convention of 1969 and the 
Sinn Féin Ard-Fheis in 1970. 

On January 11, 1970 he was 
one of the those who walked out 
of the 1970 Sinn Féin Ard-Fheis 
after the majority voted to end 
the policy of abstentionism 
(though the vote to change the 
Sinn Féin constitution failed as 
a two-thirds majority was 
required to do so, whereas the 
motion only achieved the 
support of a simple majority of 
delegates’ votes). 

Republicans who refused to 
accept the constitutional path 
and who wished to carry on the 
fight against the British resumed 
the Ard-Fheis at the Kevin Barry 
Hall in Parnell Square, where a 
Caretaker Executive was set up 
(see 
ttp://www.rsf.ie/1970.htm). 

He was voted chairman of 
the Caretaker Executive of Sinn 
Féin. That October, he formally 
became president of the 
Organisation. He held this 
position until he stood down in 
protest against the rejection of 
the EIRE NUA policy in 1983. 
In his presidential address to 
the 1971 Sinn Féin Ard-Fheis, 
Ruairi O Brádaigh said that the 
first step to achieving a United 
Ireland was to make the 


e Ruairi Ó Brádaigh 
Occupied Six Counties 
ungovernable. 


On May 31, 1972 he was 
arrested under the Offences 
Against the State Act and 
immediately commenced 
a hunger strike. His brother 
Seán, who was Director of 
Publicity for Sinn Féin, was also 
arrested. A fortnight later the 
charges against both were 
dropped and they were released. 

With Dáithí O Conaill and 
other Republicans he developed 
the ÉIRE NUA policy, which 
was launched on June 28, 1972. 
The policy called for 
a federal Ireland. 

On December 3, 1972, he 
appeared on the London 
Weekend Television Weekend 
World programme. He was 
arrested by the 26-County police 
again on December 29, 1972 
and charged in the newly- 
established Special Criminal 
Court with IRA membership. In 
January, 1973 he was the first 
person convicted under the 
Offences Against the State 
(Amendment) Act 1972 and was 
sentenced to six months in the 
Curragh Military Prison. 

In 1974, he testified in 
person before the US Senate 
Committee on Foreign 
Relations regarding the 
treatment of IRA prisoners in 
Ireland. He also had a meeting 
with prominent Irish-American 
congressman Tip O’Neill. The 
same year, the US State 
Department revoked his 
multiple entry visa and never 
again allowed Ruairí a visa to 


enter the country. In 
1975 Federal Bureau of 
Investigation documents 


describe Ó Brádaigh as a 
“national security threat” and a 
“dedicated revolutionary 
undeterred by threat or personal 
risk” and show that the visa ban 
was requested by the British 
Foreign Office and supported by 
the Dublin Administration. In 
1997, Canadian authorities 
refused to allow him board a 
charter flight 
to Toronto at Shannon Airport. 

During the May 1974 Ulster 
Workers’ Council strike, Ruairi 
O Bradaigh stated that he would 
like to see “a phased withdrawal 
of British troops over a number 
of years, in order to avoid 
a Congo situation”. 

On December 10, 1974, he 
participated in the Feakle talks 
between the IRA Army Council 
and Sinn Féin leadership and the 
leaders of 
the Protestant churches in 
Ireland. Although the meeting 
was raided and broken up by the 
26-County police, the Protestant 


churchmen passed on proposals 
from the IRA leadership to the 


British government. These 
proposals called on the British 
government to declare a 
commitment to withdraw, the 
election of an all-Ireland 
assembly to draft a new 
constitution and an amnesty for 
political prisoners. 

The IRA subsequently 
called a “total and 
complete” ceasefire intended to 
last from December 22, 1974 to 
January 2, 1975 to allow the 
British government to respond 
to proposals. British 
government officials also held 
talks with Ruairi O Bradaigh in 
his position as President of Sinn 
Féin from late December to 
January 17, 1975. 

On February 10, 1975, the 
IRA Army Council unanimously 
endorsed an open-ended 
cessation of IRA “hostilities 
against Crown forces”, which 
became known as the 1975 
Truce. The IRA Chief-of-Staff at 
the time was Séamus Twomey 
of Belfast. Others included 
Kevin Mallon, Co Tyrone and 
JB O'Hagan, Co Armagh. 
Another member of the Council 
at this time was probably Billy 
McKee, of Belfast. Dáithí O 
Conaill was also a member. 

In 2005, Ruairi O Bradaigh 
donated to the James Hardiman 
Library of University College, 
Galway working notes that he 
had taken during secret 
meetings in 1975-76 with 
British representatives. These 
notes confirm that the British 
representatives were offering a 
British withdrawal as a realistic 
outcome of the meetings. The 
Republican representatives — O 
Bradaigh, Billy McKee and one 
other — felt a responsibility to 
pursue the opportunity, but were 
also sceptical of British 
intentions. 

In late December 1976, 
along with Joe Cahill, he met 
two representatives of the Ulster 
Loyalist Central Coordinating 
Committee, John 
McKeague and John McClure, 
at the request of the latter body. 
Their purpose was to try to find 
a way to accommodate the 
ULCCC proposals for 
an independent Six 
Counties with the Sinn Féin’s 
EIRE NUA programme. It was 
agreed that if this could be done, 
a joint Loyalist-Republican 
approach could then be made to 
request the British government 
to leave Ireland. Desmond 
Boal Qc and Sean 
MacBride SC were requested 
and accepted to represent the 
loyalist and Republican 


positions. For months they had 
meetings in various places 
including Paris. The dialogue 
eventually collapsed 
when Conor Cruise O’Brien, 
then Minister for Posts and 
Telegraphs in the Fine 
Gael/Labour Dublin 
Administration and vociferous 
opponent of the IRA, became 
aware of it and condemned it 
on RTE Radio. As the loyalists 
had insisted on absolute secrecy, 
they felt unable to continue with 
the talks as a result. 

During the H-Block hunger 
strikes of 1980/1981 Ruairi O 
Bradaigh travelled extensively, 
highlighting the case of the 
prisoners before international 
and home audiences. The 
election of hunger striker Bobby 
Sands in the Fermanagh/South 
Tyrone by-election in May 
1981, followed by the election 
of his election agent Owen 
Carron later that year to fill the 
vacancy left by the death of 
Bobby, created a new situation 
in the Republican Movement. 
For some time there had been 
moves from people such as 
Vice-President Gerry Adams 
and his cohorts to lead the 
Movement in a different 
direction. When Daithi O 
Conaill proposed at a Sinn Féin 
Ard Chomhairle meeting in 
April 1981 to put Bobby Sands 
forward as a candidate for the 
Fermanagh/South Tyrone by- 
election following the death of 
Frank Maguire, Adams et al 
were completely opposed. 
Pressure from O Conaill and O 
Bradaigh ensured that Bobby 
was nominated and elected. 

From then on elections 
became a priority with Adams 
and his cohort although the 
policy of the Republican 
Movement had always been to 
use elections as a tactic and only 
on an abstentionist basis. 

By the early 1980s, Ruairi Ó 
Bradaigh’s position as president 
of Sinn Féin was openly under 
challenge and the EIRE 
NUA policy was targeted in an 
effort to oust him. The policy 
was rejected at the 1981 Sinn 
Féin Ard-Fheis and finally 
removed from the Sinn Féin 
constitution at the 1982 Ard- 
Fheis. At the following year’s 
Ard-Fheis, O Bradaigh and O 
Conaill resigned from their 
leadership positions, voicing 
opposition to the dropping of the 
EIRE NUA policy by the 
organisation. 

On November 2, 1986, the 
majority of delegates to a rigged 
Sinn Féin Ard-Fheis voted to 
drop the policy of abstentionism 
if elected to Leinster House but 
not the British House of 
Commons or Stormont. Ruairi 
O Brádaigh and over 130 
delegates walked out, resumed 
the Ard-Fheis at another venue 
and immediately reorganised as 
Republican Sinn Féin As an 
ordinary member, he had earlier 
poken out against the motion 
(resolution 162) [see page 16] in 
an impassioned speech, during 
which he said: “The first 
allegiance of Irish men and Irish 
women is due to the sovereign 
Irish Republic proclaimed in 
1916. It doesn’t say that we go 
into Leinster House or Stormont 
or Westminster. 

“The fundamental principle, 
that every thing is a tactic, but 
outstanding on this document it 
says it’s a fundamental 
principle, but secondly that the 
sovereignty and unity of the 
republic are inalienable and 


PA 


non-renunciable. 

“In other words, they can’t 
be given away and are not a 
matter for reconsideration. They 
are absolute.” d 

In words that would prove 
prophetic but also showed the | 
depth of his analysis Ruairi , 
pointed out the consequences of 
engaging with the partitionist 
states: “The destabilisation of S 
the State, we are told, will result @ 
and the Movement will be} 
strengthened. Always has it 
been otherwise, every time has ¢ 
it been otherwise, the 4 
Movement suffered and the . 
State was strengthened. Four 
times since 1922 it happened, all 
ended in failure and ended 
ultimately in the degradation ¢ 
and shame of collaborating with I 
the British, of handing over our y 
political prisoners to them and 
running counter to what they 
originally set out to do.” a 

Republican Sinn Féin 
readopted and updated the n 
EIRE NUA policy in 1988 and 
it was updated again in 2000. 
vociferous ” 


Ruairí was a 

opponent of the Stormont © 
Agreement, viewing it as a“ 
programme to copper- tl 


fasten British rule in Ireland and 
entrench sectarian divisions in n 
the north. o 

He condemned his erstwhile 2 
comrades in the Provisionals (C 
for decommissioning weapons n 
while British troops remain in 1 
the country. It was his opinion Ç 
that: “the Provo sell-out is the 
worst yet — unprecedented 
in Irish history”. He also 
condemned the Provisionals’ 
decision to seal off a number of 
its arms dumps as “an overt act / 
of treachery, “treachery t 
punishable by death’ under IRA ¢ 
General Army Order Number ¢ 
1, 

In 2009 Ruairi retired as © 
President of Republican Sinn 
Féin and became Patron of the © 
Organisation. Des Dalton of 
Kildare was elected President. € 

Ruairi had a life-long i 
dedication to Irish language and v 
culture and spoke in Irish on n 
every possible occasion and he 
saw to it that his children were F 
all immersed in it. y 

He was the author of What ¢ 
is Irish Republicanism, 5 
December 1970; Restore the 
means of production to the 
people, December 1970; Our 
people, our future, Dublin 1973 
and Dilseacht — The Story of 
Comdt General Tom Maguire 
and the Second (All-Ireland) F 
Dail, Dublin: Irish Freedom V 
Press, 1997, ISBN 0-9518567- 
9-0 

He wrote the 50 Years Ago 
series for SAOIRSE since 1987]; 
and contributed many other]; 


articles to Republican 
newspapers throughout the 
years. 


Married to his anam chara 
Patsy (O’Connor), they had six 
children: Mait, Ruairi Og; 
Deirdre, Conor, Eithne and 
Colm, grandchildren and great- 
grand-daughter. His 
granddaughter Sadhbh sadly 
died at the age of 18 at 
Christmas 2009. 

He will be sorely missed not ||| 
just by his family but by his 
comrades in the Republican}! 
Movement and by friends and 
lovers of freedom all over the 
worked. SAOIRSE extends 
deepest sympathy to Patsy and]; 
the entire Ó Brádaigh family. 

I measc Laochna na nGael 
go raibh a anam uasal. 
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Ard Chomhairle support 


e 

for hunger striker 
AT its July meeting the Ard Chomhairle of 
Republican Sinn Féin passed a resolution of 
‘olidarity with Tony Rochford, who has undertaken 
ı hunger strike in protest at the imposition of a 
1ousehold tax by the 26-County Administration: 

“We express our solidarity with Tony Rochford in his 
ourageous hunger strike in opposition to the unjust household tax.” 
\s we go to press he has now endured over 20 days on hunger strike. 


British government notes 
disclosed to Finucane family 


T was reported on June 24 that British government 
neeting notes have been disclosed to the family of 
nurdered Belfast solicitor Pat Finucane. 

Some of the documents being sought were handed over with 
nore expected to follow. Lawyers representing Prime Minister 
David Cameron supplied the material following examination by a 


Tigh Court judge. 
Pat Finucane’s widow Geraldine wanted full access to the 
naterial, including minutes from cabinet meetings and 


orrespondence between Downing Street officials, as part of her 
egal challenge to the refusal to order a full, independent inquiry into 
he 1989 assassination. 

Material being sought by her lawyers includes original notes, 
ninutes, recordings or transcripts of a meeting between the Secretary 
if State for Northern Ireland and Prime Minister on November 5, 
‘011; a meeting of officials from the Northern Ireland Office, 
Jabinet Office and Prime Minister’s Office on May 16, 2011; a 
neeting of ministers on July 11, 2011; a Cabinet meeting on October 
1, 2011 and copies of letters from MI5 to the Northern Ireland 
)ffice in February and March 2011. 


Political interference in Six 


County housing executive 
ig 


\ BBC Spotlight programme on July 4 claimed that 
he Housing Executive in the Six-Counties overpaid 
‘18 million to four contractors, and in particular 
‘ocused on Red Sky, a maintenance company 
yperating from east Belfast. 

In 2011 it lost its contract with the Housing Executive because 
f alleged overcharging and faulty work. 

On July 5 it was reported that the Stormont social development 
ommittee is to hold an inquiry into allegations of ministerial 
nterference in the workings of the Six-County Housing Executive, 
vhile the full Stormont Assembly has been recalled to discuss the 
natter on July 8. 

The Spotlight programme featured DUP Lisburn councillor and 
Jousing Executive board member Jenny Palmer, who claimed she 
vas put under pressure in July 2011 by McCausland’s special adviser 
stephen Brimstone to vote against the board’s decision to terminate 
ted Sky’s contract. 

Jenny Palmer told the programme, “He said ‘the party comes 
irst, you do what you’re told’, otherwise there’s no point in me 
eing on the board, if I wasn’t prepared to do what they asked me to 
lo.” 

Stephen Brimstone said he did not accept the accuracy of Jenny 
’almer’s account. Red Sky, which employed 450 people, eventually 
vent into administration. 


APPEAL FOR FUNDS 
REPUBLICAN Sinn Féin is at present spearheading 
a number of campaigns. We held a very successful 
alternative forum in Belfast on June 14 and 15 to the 
meeting of the G8 in Fermanagh. 

We will also mark some upcoming events this year, 
such as the 100th anniversary of the Lock-out and the 
founding of the Irish Volunteers in the lead-up to the 
centenary of the 1916 Rising. 

Posters, leaflets etc are necessary for all these 
campaigns and events and printing is very expensive. 

At atime when the opportunities for the growth of the 
organisation are opening up finance is all the more 
necessary. We must not allow finance to stand in the way 
of building a strong revolutionary Irish Republican 
political organisation and as at present our finances are 
in a very weakened state we appeal to our members and 
supporters to once again rally to our aid. 

All donations, no matter how small, will be greatly 
welcomed and acknowledged. 

We take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support in the past and look forward to hearing from you 
in the near future. 

Donations should be sent to: 

The National Treasurers 

223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1. 


J 


Republican Sinn Féin calls for independent 
and public inquiry into banking system 


IN A statement on June 27 Des Dalton, President, 


Republican Sinn Féin, 


called for a fully 


independent, comprehensive and public inquiry 


into the banking system. 


“Such an inquiry should 
also look at the role played by 
the then 26-County 
Administration as well, along 
with their neo-liberal economic 
cheerleaders on the opposition 
benches of the Leinster House 
Assembly. 

“The contempt displayed by 
senior executives of the now 
defunct Anglo Irish Bank — as 
revealed in the so-called ‘Anglo 
tapes’ — merely serves to 
illustrate the contempt in which 
the political and financial elite 
hold the mass of the Irish 
people. The subsequent decision 
of the 26-County State to bail 
out the banking system heralded 
the beginning of a vicious war 
of economic attrition waged 
against ordinary people 
throughout the 26 Counties. The 
very fact that the Leinster House 
political class think even now 
they should have a role in 
investigating what occurred 


who are proposing to hold an in- 
house inquiry into the banking 
championed the very concept of 
so-called ‘light-touch’ 
regulation. This was of course 


e Uachtarán, Sinn Féin Poblachtach Des Dalton. 


within the banking system 
underlines their disconnect from 
the public mood. 

“The same political elite 


just code for the free-for-all that 


was not only tolerated but 
encouraged by the political 
establishment that took place 


within the financial sector. 
When this pyramid scheme 
economic system collapsed it 
was the Irish people who were 
expected to foot the bill. 

“All of this reinforces our 
argument for a banking system 
which first and foremost serves 
a social function, serving as an 
economic driver for the 
essentials of a just and civilised 
society capable of providing a 
truly national health programme 
accessible to all at the point of 
need, equal access to education 
at all levels and a system of real 
social protection for our old, 
young and those on the margins 
of society. As we point out in 
our social and economic 
programme SAOL NUA (A 
New Way of Life), social 
control of capital is essential to 
ensure capital serves people 
rather than people being the 
slaves of capital. 

“By doing so you ensure 
balanced development and 
equitable distribution of wealth. 
Money must be regarded not as 
a commodity but as an 
accounting system in which all 
participate.” 


Protesters in Belfast oppose G8 summit 


ON June 15 large numbers of Republicans, diverse 
political elements, peace activists, environmentalists 


and trade unionists gathered at Belfast City Hall to 
demand a fairer world free of poverty, human rights 
abuses and environmental degradation. Several 
thousand people took part, in teeming rain, in the 
protest against the G8 summit being held in 


WAR CRIMINGL SS 


Fermanagh on June 17 and 18. 


Those undeterred by the of Trade Unions, which 
elements held placards calling comprises trade unions, trades 
for an end to world oppression councils and campaigning 
and hunger, as well as calling for groups such as Amnesty 


the eight world leaders due in 
the Six Counties on June 17 to 
put an end to “shady tax 
havens”, close the Guantanamo 


International, Friends of the 

Earth, the IPSC and anti- 

fracking campaigners. 
Members of Republican 


Bay detention camp and Sinn Féin carried their new 
guarantee free speech. distinctive flags in the parade. 
Activists demanding On June 17, Gaelforce Art 


reforms and freedom of speech 
in Turkey and Zimbabwe 
mingled with those bearing a 
100m-long “poisoned river” 
made out of cloth and 
highlighting the potential impact 
of gas extraction known as 
fracking close to the summit 
venue in Fermanagh. 

It was organised by the 
Northern Treland (sic) 
Committee of the Irish Congress 


was on the Black Mountain to 
bid the G8 ‘Not Welcome’. 

However as they made their 
way to the fields the carloads of 
activists were confronted by the 
RUC/PSNI who surrounded 
them. 

The RUC outnumbered 
them two-to-one, and tried to 
prevent them from making their 
way to the Mountain. These 
uniformed thugs snatched their 


e Gaelforce Art left their distinctive mark on the Black 
Mountain outside Belfast, notwithstanding the efforts of 


the British police. 
materials and supplies and told 
them they were “breaching the 
peace”. Those present pointed 
out that the police were the ones 
breaching the peace. 

One of the group was 
physically assaulted. At this 
stage the RUC realised that 
Gaelforce were accompanied by 
members of the press who were 
filming the incident and they 
changed their behaviour. 

Later in the day the message 
was writ large on the Black 


Mountain and was seen all over 
the world via internet. 

A spokesperson for the 
group said: “To the G8 we say, 
you are war criminals, and will 
be brought to account for your 
crimes. Your New World Order 
will fail. People are waking up 
to you, you will not be put in 
front of a corrupt judge at the 
International War Crimes Court, 
no, you will face the people’s 
judgement. That judgement has 
been passed — GUILTY.” 


¢ Members of Republican Sinn Féin 
joined the hundreds of people who 
placed a picket at Leinster House, 
Dublin on June 3 calling for the 
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jailing of the Anglo Bankers. 

Also on June 3 two hundred 
people handed formal letters to 
gardaí at Pearse Street garda station 
calling for charges to be brought 
against three Anglo Irish Bank 
staff. The letter called for an 
investigation under section 6 (1) of 
the Criminal Justice (Theft and 
Fraud Offences) Act 2001 which 
states that “a person who 
dishonestly, with the intention of 
making a gain for himself or herself 
or another, or of causing loss to 
another, by any deception induces 
another to do or refrain from doing 
an act is guilty of an offence.” 


Review team criticised in report 


T was reported on July 3 that a long-term review of 
he Historical Enquiries Team (HET) is to take place 
ifter a detailed report found it was less rigorous in 
ts investigation of British State killings than others. 


The report by the British 

nspectorate of Constabulary 
ound that such were the 
eficiencies at several levels in 
he operations of the inquiries 
eam that they risked 
indermining the confidence of 
he families of those who died 
uring the campaign in the Six 
“ounties in its “effectiveness 
ind impartiality”. 
The team was established in 
1005 to review 3,260 killings 
at occurred during the 30 years 
vetween 1968 and 1998. Part of 
ts work is reviewing 157 
dllings by the British army 
vetween 1970 and 1973. 

The report said: “The HET 
reats State involvement cases 
lifferently as a matter of policy 
ind this appears to be based on a 
nisinterpretation of the law. 
“his is entirely wrong, and has 


led to State involvement cases 
being reviewed with less rigour 
in some areas than non-state 
cases.” 

According to Stephen Otter, 
head of the inspectorate, since 
2010 there were 39 cases 
involving 119 killings referred 
back to the RUC/PSNI for 
potential criminal investigation. 
However during this time frame, 
no British military cases were 
referred to the British police for 
further investigation. 

“Tt is striking that not one 
State involvement case relating 
to the British army has to date 
been referred to the 
[RUC/]PSNI for further 
investigation or prosecution,” 
the report stated. The 
inspectorate said the manner in 
which the team interviewed 
military witnesses prejudiced 


potential future cases. 

The inspectorate also found 
that the HET’s approach to 
British army cases was 
inconsistent with Britain’s 
obligations under article 2 of the 
European Convention on 
Human Rights which “imposes 
an obligation on states to 
conduct an effective official 
investigation where individuals 
have been killed as a result of 
the use of force”. 

The report was also a 
vindication of the work of 
Prof Patricia Lundy of the 
University of Ulster, who after a 
2008 investigation, reported that 
the HET was treating British 
Crown Forces differently from 
citizen witnesses. At the time the 
HET and the RUC/PSNI 
rejected her findings. 

Frank Rowntree was fatally 
injured by the British army near 
Divis Flats in west Belfast in 
1972. The 11-year-old died days 
later in hospital. 

The HET found he was a 
completely innocent bystander, 


was not taking part in riots and 
that British soldiers should also 
have been more rigorous. 

Frank’s brother Jim said the 
HET investigation was supposed 
to bring his family closure but 
instead they are reliving the 
schoolboy’s death. 

In its report, the HET said it 
traced the soldier responsible 
and found that he was in poor 
health, suffering from dementia, 
and could not clearly recollect 
what happened. 

The soldier wasn’t tracked 
down but it has now emerged 
the HET told the family in a 
letter that an attempt to 
interview him under caution 
would have been ludicrous. 

In reality they never saw 
him at all. 

Commissioner for Victims 
and Survivors, Kathryn Stone, 
has also voiced her concerns 
following the publication of the 
scathing HMIC report. 

Relatives for Justice 
Director Mark Thompson called 
for the HET to be scrapped. 


Anti-Shell campaigners — 
resistance remains strong 


ON June 23 the Rossport Solidarity Camp in Co 


Mayo issued the following statement: 


“Today, Sunday, June 23, 
round eighty people stormed a 
jork site of the controversial Shell 
‘orrib Gas project near Rossport, 
‘o. Mayo. Significant damage 
zas caused to construction 
quipment. This was the latest 
vent in thirteen years of struggle 
gainst the project, which faces 
oncerted opposition from 
əsidents due to its dangerous, 
xperimental nature. 

“At lpm, local residents, 
dined by supporters from the 
‘ossport Solidarity Camp, which 
egan its week of action on June 
1, tore down fencing surrounding 
1e Aughoose site and pushed past 
rivate security before trashing 
enerators, water pumps and 
ipes, CCTV cameras, lights, 
ther equipment and building 
upplies. 

“The compound is the base of 
ae Tunnel Boring Machine 
TBM), which is currently 
ınnelling under the estuary to the 
indfall valve at Glengad beach. 


and another having his fishing 
boat invaded and sunk by masked 


gunmen. 


Hello Irish Media - the. 
Garda are still suppressing 
protestin Erris today 


“Earlier, a crowd had gathered 
at the gates of the compound to 
watch a powerful play about the 
history of the struggle, 
highlighting Shell’s tactics over 
the years, which have included the 
near-fatal beating of one opponent 


T 


EA 
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“Later, demonstrators 
gathered for a picnic lunch on a 
public footpath over which Shell 
are extending their compound in 
order to complete construction of 
the gas pipeline. This area was the 


site of action yesterday, when 
around forty people uprooted bog- 


mats (hard flooring for 
construction vehicles) and 
destroyed sandbags and 
surveillance to impede the 
construction of the fence. 

“The Corrib Gas project, 


which was initially supposed to be 
active and pumping by 2003, now 
has two years left to completion by 
Shell’s estimation. Today’s actions 
show that they may have to revise 
their timeline again, as resistance 
remains strong.” 

On June 27 two people were 
arrested and taken to court for 


protesting. 
Earlier in the month another 
protester spend 10 days in 


Castlerea prison, five of which he 
spent on hunger strike protesting 
against his detention and the 
extraordinary conditions of his 
bail terms which he has 
challenged. 

Full details of these arrests 
and more information can be 
viewed on: 

http://www.rossportsolidarityc 
amp.org/. 


Cumann na Saoirse Náisiúnta 
(National Irish Freedom Committee) 


e is committed to supporting 
prisoners for which CABHAIR is 


responsible 
e is generating 
publicity in 
support of Irish 
national 
independence. 


We need your support. 


Our website address is: 


http:/irishfreedom.net 


“The quays and piers in the 
town are very popular among 
tourists and locals alike. Walkers, 
sailors, fishing enthusiasts and 
people who just come to take in 
the areas natural beauty are 
among the many people who 
frequent the area daily. However 
this popular area is being 
tarnished and polluted at the 
hands of inept local authorities. 

“The port for a considerable 
time now has been exporting 
“refuse-derived fuel” to Germany. 
At one stage 1,800 tonnes of this 
waste were being stored in the 
port. Foul smells from the quay 
have been reported by many 
people in the area. Local 
councillors last January claimed 
‘these smells have been 
eliminated’. However this is a 


Air polluted in Wicklow 


ON Le 1 Republican Sinn Fein in Wicklow said they 
wished to highlight an issue which has been brought to 
their attention in recent weeks. Residents and visitors 
of Wicklow town have approached them at their wit’s 
end with the unsatisfactory situation at hand. 


total fallacy. 

“Wicklow County Council 
have passed the buck, so to speak, 
to the EPA in regard to the 
policing of the waste that is stored 
in the port. They have been tasked 
with ‘minimising the odour in the 
port’. Clearly they are not 
fulfilling their brief in this regard 
and they are causing serious 
damage not just environmentally 
but also economically to the area. 

“Tronically, just a few miles 
outside the town a landfill which 
accepts 150,000 tonnes of waste 
each year is in operation for the 
last number of years. Also causing 
serious odour problems. We in 
Republican Sinn Fein in Wicklow 
ask the question “is it fitting to 
call Wicklow ‘the garden of 
Ireland anymore?’ ” 
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Gearrscéalta 


Sponsored walk for 
Console held in Wexford 


ON Saturday, June 29, 18 members and supporters 
of Cumann Pádraig O Pearaill, Wexford held a 
sponsored hike up and down Mount Leinster in aid 
of the local brand of Console, the national suicide 
charity. 


‘Padraig O” Pearaill 
Republican Sinn Féin Poblachtach 


WEXFORD 


Loch Garman 


mann 


Despite bad conditions on the mountain, with visibility down to 
about 15 feet, all made it safely to the top. Once there Geraldine Barnes, 
placed a memorial candle in memory of our late chairman, Geraldine’s| 
son, Nicky Barnes. 

After sandwiches and a glass of beer, everyone then began the 
descent and were very glad to reach the bottom! The Cumann would 
like to thank all those took part in the hike, and also all of the sponsors 
for their generosity. 


Mob torch Irish Tricolour 
in Liver, rpool 
SECTARIAN tensions erupted in Merseyside as 
video footage showing a loyalist mob torching an 
Irish flag outside the Provincial Orange Hall on 
Everton Road emerged online in mid-June. 

Complaints were made to Merseyside Police by Irish 
community members who were shocked by the public outburst of] 
anti-Irish racism in Liverpool. 

The five-minute film, posted on the liverpoolirishblog site,|} 
shows a group of men chanting sectarian songs while setting light 
to the Irish flag. 

The incident took place on June 8 following a march by the 
Apprentice Boys of Derry through the city earlier that day. 

Liverpool Irishman Mike Lloyd told the Jrish Post 
newspaper: “As a second generation Irishman and proud of being 
from Liverpool, I was deeply offended at the video of a sectarian 
mob burning an Irish Tricolour outside the Provincial Orange 
Hall in Liverpool. c 

“The Orange Order tries to deny any sectarian agenda or that 
they are opposed to a large section of Liverpool’s Irish 
community. The truth is I don’t believe they have moved on from 
the sectarian conflict that plagued the city in the past. 

“I think this shocking video needs to be widely condemned 
by our leaders and the Orange Order, if they are serious about 
not being sectarian in nature.” 


Howlin warned of statute of 


limitations for banking fraud: 


ON July 1 members of Rage Against the Regime ` 
(RAR) submitted Freedom of Information Requests p 
to the Department of Finance seeking the Anglo File F 
and the complete Anglo, Bank of Ireland, and Allied h 
Irish Banks tapes. e 
They also held up an enlarged copy of Section 71 of the Statute of u 
Limitations Act of 1957 on Postponement of Limitations Period for u 
Fraud to show that it is now likely that there will be no criminal tl 
prosecutions for fraud in relation to the banking scandal, because the h 
five-year period of limitations is likely to expire and that it started p 
running when the plaintiff (the State) “discovered the fraud or could s 
with reasonable diligence have discovered it”. f 
While submitting the Fol request, Minister for Public Expenditure g 
and Reform, Brendan Howlin, Deputy-Leader of the Labour Party, p 
walked out of the front entrance to the Department of Finance. m 
He was followed up the street by protesters, asked if he was aware p 
of the statute of limitations and asked why there had been no 
prosecutions for banking fraud. The Minister responded angrily by 
trying to grab a camera belonging to one of the independent media i 
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d 
Results of Dublin raffle + 
JUNE Draw results were as follows: lst prize ticket no i 
528; 2nd prize ticket no 430; 3rd prize 402; 4th prize 291; g 
5th prize 523; 6th prize 483; 7th prize 587; 8th prize 042. p 
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Cccupied Six Counties... 


Free State minister lays laurel wreath at Somme parade in Belfast 


A Belfast Chronology 


Tuesday, June 4, 2013: 
Iver 200 black taxi drivers 
disrupted traffic in Belfast city 
centre in protest at planned 
changes to the industry in 
September when private-hire 
axis can pick up off the street 
ike public-hire black taxis. 

The British government’s 
slans to dismantle all of 
3elfast’s so-called peace walls 
within 10 years “are ambitious” 
according to the International 
und for Ireland who have been 
working with interface 
communities for the last 12 
nonths (this will come as a 
surprise to many). The number 
of so-called peace walls has 
ncreased over the years and 
10w stands at 80. 

Monday, June 10, 2013: 
Round-the-clock security was 
t in place at a number of 
andmark sites in and around 
3elfast, ahead of the G8 summit 
n Co Fermanagh on June 17. 
<ey sites such as Belfast City 
Jall, Stormont and Belfast 
nternational Airport, where all 
he leaders will be flying into, 
are under 24-hour surveillance 
is a precaution. Businesses like 
Citibank, Starbucks and the 
New York Stock Exchange 
offices have also stepped up 
heir security. 

The RUC/PSNI stated they 
will no longer intervene in the 
Jags dispute until agreement is 
ached by politicians “on a 
shared future”. Hundreds of 
JVF flags were erected on main 
‘oads in east Belfast. Masked 
nen stopped traffic to allow the 
Jags on lamp-posts from 
sherry-pickers. Flags that were 
rected last April to mark the 
2entenary of the UVF are still 
‘lying in Belfast. 

A controlled explosion was 
sarried out on a viable device in 
Newtownabbey. 


Tuesday, June 11, 2013: 
Four members of the RUC/PSNI 
were injured when their Land 
Rover overturned on the 
Westlink. 

Friday, June 14, 2013: The 
family of John (Sean) Doherty, 
killed as a result of a bomb 
attack on the Harp Bar in Hill 
Street in August, 1975, appealed 
for witnesses to the shooting to 
come forward. The family want 
a number of issues in relation to 
the original investigation looked 
at again. 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013: A 
four-year-old girl suffered minor 
injuries in a petrol bomb attack 
in east Belfast. Children were 
playing in Bryson Street in the 
Short Strand area when the 
device was thrown over a wall 
which separates the nationalist 
area from a loyalist area. The 
grandfather of one of the girls 
affected by the petrol bomb 
thrown into the Short Strand 
said they could have died. He 
said he feared attacks would 
intensify as the parading season 
gets under way. 

The Stormont Assembly has 
ordered 170 new electronic 
tablet computers at a cost of 
£450 each. 

A preliminary inquiry into 
the shooting dead of 11-year-old 
Francis Rowntree in Belfast in 
April 1972 by a rubber bullet 
opened in Belfast as new 
evidence was uncovered 
regarding on the lethal effects of 
rubber bullets. 

Friday, June 21, 2013: 
About a dozen loyalists staged a 
protest outside the Parades 
Commission headquarters over 
restrictions placed on the so- 
called Tour of the North parade. 
Up to 1,000 people and 15 
loyalist bands were expected to 
take part in the 
march. Restrictions were put in 


e Mobile steel barrier erected by the British police along 
part of the route taken by an Orange ‘mini-Twelfth’ parade 


in Belfast on July 1. 

place on part of the route which 
passes St Patrick’s church and 
the nationalist Carrick Hill 
district. 

Lee Rice (19), Sandy Row, 
was jailed for seven months for 
rioting on the Donegal Road. 
The prosecutor said Rice 
attended 13 protests and 
marches in south Belfast. 

Three men were jailed for 
rioting at Ardoyne shops on July 
12 last year. Brian Gavin, Daniel 
Neill and Paul Faulkner were 
sentenced to three years, two- 
and-a half years and two years 
respectively. 

Nationalist residents groups 
from various areas in the 
Occupied Six Counties formed 
an umbrella group titled 
Communities Against Sectarian 
Parades (CASP) to oppose 
loyalist marches through 
nationalist areas. 

Monday, June 24, 2013: 
Gerry Kelly will be part of the 
policing board panel that will 
select the new RUC/PSNI Chief 
Constable. 

Tuesday, June 25, 2013: 
Delegates from loyalist and 
nationalist areas who took part 
in talks with British police in 
Cardiff were given the mobile 
numbers of high-ranking 
RUC/PSNI members. The RUC 
paid £26,000 for the weekend 
talks. 


Wednesday, June 26, 2013: 
Loyalist flags were erected 
outside the Catholic Church and 
primary school in Glengormley. 

Saturday, June 29, 2013: 
Over 200 people from the 
Springfield Road Residents’ 
Group gathered to protest 
against the Whiterock Orange 
march. Sixteen loyalists bands 
and up to 900 participants took 
part in the loyalist march on the 
Springfield Road. The Orange 
Order received permission to 
proceed through a nationalist 
part of the Springfield Road. 

In Stoneyford outside 
Lisburn, more than 20 bands 
took part in a parade which 
coincided with a community 
fete in the village. The Pride of 
the Village loyalist band was 
amongst who paraded through 
the village. 

Sunday, June 20, 2013: 
Around 200 marchers and just 
one band took part in an Orange 
parade, which walked down 
Donegall Street. Protests were 
staged by residents groups from 
Carrick Hill and the New Lodge. 

Monday, July 1, 2013: 
Almost 40 loyalist bands took 
part in the annual Somme 
commemoration parade, known 
as the mini-Twelfth, which 
began from Templemore 
Avenue. Forty-one steel barriers 
(mobile barriers) were erected 


along part of the route which 
passes the nationalist Short 
Strand. RUC/PSNI presence 
was heavy and over 100 
nationalist residents held a 
protest, (some carrying a 
Tricolour) which was not 
reported in most mainstream 
media. The loyalists played the 
sectarian Famine Song as they 
were close to the interface. At 
the cenotaph at Belfast City 
Hall, the 26-County junior 
minister for trade and foreign 
affairs Joe Costello (Labour 
Party) laid a laurel wreath while 
Peter Robinson laid a poppy 
wreath. 

Tuesday, July 2, 2013: 
Kurtis Kenna from east Belfast, 
who pleaded guilty to throwing 
a petrol bomb at the RUC/PSNI 
on January 5, was jailed for 18 
months and on his release will 
spend 18 months under 
supervision. 

A member of the Carrick 
Hill Concerned Residents 
Group, Frank Dempsey, said 
that the RUC threatened him 
with possible court action after 
he stood outside St Patrick’s 
Church when the loyalist parade 
was returning on July 1. He said 
he stood there as an observer. 
Seán Maskey stood as an 
observer at Trinity Street and he 
was told that he could be 
prosecuted too. The RUC 
consider their presence as a 
possible ‘breach of the Parades 
Commission determination’ 
which would constitute ‘an 
illegal protest’. [Compare this 
with the conduct of the RUC 
during the loyalist flag protests 
when they actually facilitated 
hundreds of ‘illegal protests’.] 

Wednesday, July 2, 2013: 
The cost of the G8 Summit for 
policing and security in 
Fermanagh in mid-June came to 
near £75 million. Up to 8,000 
police were on duty, many 
drafted in from England. The 
steel barrier used cost £4 


million. 

Thursday, July 4, 2013: 
Loyalist residents in north 
Belfast have called on the 
Orange Order to hold face to 
face talks with Ardoyne 
residents ahead of the Twelfth. 
The Twaddell and Woodvale 
Residents Association say they 
have called on three local lodges 
to engage in direct dialogue with 
nationalist CARA (Crumlin 
Ardoyne Residents Association) 
group (a group with connections 
to the Provisionals). 

A viable pipe bomb 
detonated in a garden in the 
Dundonald area. 

Friday, July 5, 2013: The 
Orange Order agreed to enter 
into talks with a residents’ group 
in Ardoyne ahead of a 
contentious Twelfth of July 
parade. 

The nationalist residents’ 
group, the Greater Ardoyne 
Residents Collective (GARC), 
released a statement describing 
the move by loyalists — a call on 
the Orange Order to hold face to 
face talks ahead of the Twelfth 
of July — as “nothing more than 
a cynical ploy to dictate a 
loyalist agenda to the residents 
of Greater Ardoyne”. 

The statement continued: “If 
the Loyal Orders are serious 
about real and meaningful talks 
with residents they must first 
speak directly to those who 
represent the majority of 
residents in the Greater Ardoyne 
area and not to an artificially- 
created front group, who neither 
represent the opinion nor views 
of the majority within our 
community around the issue of 
unwelcome sectarian parades, 
otherwise any other avenue 
would be a waste of time and 
doomed to failure.” 


Saturday, July 6, 2013: A 
man was arrested in the city in 
connection with Republican 
activity. 


‘We will not be intimidated, we will not 
be broken, we will not be defeated!’ 


June 4: A resident was 
pproached by two members of 
he RUC/PSNI as he walked out 
if his home. He was holding a 
vacket of cigarettes and the 
RUC knocked them out of his 
ands and trampled them. They 
abbed him and forced his arms 
tp his back and told him he was 
inder arrest. As he was put in 
he car his neighbours came to 
lis assistance, one woman was 
vunched in the face and pepper- 
prayed. The man was held for a 
ew hours and was charged with 
lisorderly conduct and then 
eleased. As he was being 
eleased he was approached by a 
nember of the RUC and she 
sked to speak with him 
wivately. He refused in no 
icertain terms. She produced a 
locument and asked him did he 
mow about any “terrorist 
ctivity” in the area. He refused 
o speak with her and left the 
tation. He got in touch with a 
nember of Republican Sinn 
*éin who advised him to seek 
egal advice which he did. 

June 14: RUC/PSNI patrol 
ars harassed local people 


coming in and out of Craigavon 
and Lurgan. 

June 15: The police 
helicopter hovered over the 
Lurgan/Craigavon areas and the 
spotter plane also flew over for 
most of the day and night. 

June 19: Two Republican 
Sinn Féin members were 
arrested, one in Armagh and one 
in Craigavon under the 
Prevention of Terrorism Act. 
The Craigavon area was 
swamped by TSG/RUC for most 
of the day. The two men were 
later released unconditionally. 

June 20: A member of the 
Charles Agnew Cumann, 
Republican Sinn Féin, Armagh 
was stopped and harassed under 
Section 24 by the RUC/PSNI in 
Armagh. 

June 22: The British police 
elicopter once again hovered 
over the Craigavon area. 

June 24: Republican POW 
Ciaran Collins appeared at 
Craigavon Court for his 
preliminary enquiry (PE) papers 
earing. A date for trial is to be 
set in six weeks. Members of 
Republican Sinn Féin attended 


e The RUC/PSNI helicopter is constantly overhead in the 
Craigavon/Lurgan areas of Co Armagh, monitoring the 


national population. 


the hearing. 

The RUC/PSNI helicopter 
once again hovered over 
Craigavon. 

June 26: There was a bomb 
scare at Brownlow Road, 
Tullygally, Craigavon. The 
helicopter again hovering very 
close to people’s houses. 

The nationalist people of 


Craigavon and Lurgan know 
well that such blatant attempts 
by the RUC to intimidate and 
harass them is to try and wear 
them down. 

However they say to the 
RUC — you are wasting your 
time, we will not be intimidated, 
we will not be broken, we will 
not be defeated! 


to the courthouse. 


in their protest. 


e On July 2, 2013 a solidarity gathering which 
included members of Galway Republican Sinn 
Féin took place outside of Galway Courthouse 
in support of four men who were charged with 
cutting turf in South Galway. 

Those assembled then marched from the 
courthouse to the Liam Mellows Statue in Eyre 
Square to listen to some speeches in support 
of the turf-cutters and to explain the reasons 
why people should support the turf-cutters 
who are still cutting turf before marching back 


The trial of the four Galway men has been 
set for December 17 of this year. Republican 
Sinn Féin continues to support the turf-cutters 
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TUES. JUNE 4: Carrickfergus, Co Down RUC 
barracks was evacuated after a bomb warning, which 
turned out to be a hoax. 

WED. JUNE 5: The death took place in Roscommon 
of Patron of Republican Sinn Fein and former 
President of Sinn Féin Féin Ruairi Ó Brádaigh. 
THURS. JUNE 6: The top-secret PRISM 
programme allows the US intelligence community to 
gain access from nine Internet companies to a wide 
range of digital information, including e-mails and 
stored data, on foreign targets operating outside the 
United States. The programme is court-approved but 
does not require individual warrants. Instead, it 
operates under a broader authorisation from federal 
judges who oversee the use of the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). See: 
http://www. washingtonpost.com/wp- 
srv/special/politics/prism-collection-documents/ 
among other websites. 

MON. JUNE 10: A woman was arrested for 
questioning in Derry in connection with Republican 
activity after it was alleged that ammunition and 
explosives were found during a raid on a house in the 
Beechwood area. A man was also arrested in Derry. 

A bomb was found during a security alert in the 
Cherrylands area of the Doagh Road, near 
Cloughfern, Newtownabbey, Co Antrim, shortly after 
6am. 

More than 30,000 homes in the Occupied Six 
Counties are affected by toxic materials used in the 
building of the homes. The cavity wall insulation 
used by the builders, Urea Formaldehyde foam, was 
identified as a health and safety concern in the 1980s 
due to toxic vapour released during the curing 
process and crucially the breakdown of old foam. 
However homes built just 10 years ago are also 
affected. 

Crime scene investigators in the RUC/PSNI have 
taken industrial action as a result of a pay dispute. 

Michael Fingleton, former Irish Nationwide 
boss, spent €3,255 on a present for businessman 
Michael Smurfit from a liquor store in St Barthelemy 
in the Caribbean, and claimed the money as an 
expenses against Irish Nationwide. This was but one 
of many “inappropriate gifts” paid for by the bank 
according to the IBRC liquidator who gave the 
information to the Commercial Court. 

The proposed €500 million regional sewage 

treatment plant in north Co Dublin and surrounding 
areas is to be built at Clonshaugh near Dublin 
Airport. A protest sign stating “No to giant sewage 
plant” was erected near the site. 
TUES. JUNE 11: Sixteen judges will be on standby 
for all day court sittings during the G8 summit in Co 
Fermanagh. Additional Public Prosecution Service 
(PPS) lawyers and support staff will also be on duty. 
They will be based at the courts and at two specially- 
built police custody facilities at a former military 
barracks in Omagh and Musgrave Street Station in 
Belfast. Special courts will be running in Dungannon 
Courthouse, Antrim and at Belfast’s Laganside 
Courts from June 15 to 19. 

Turkish riot police fired water cannons and 
teargas to clear protesters from Istanbul’s Taksim 
Square, which has been the centre of anti-government 
demonstrations. 

Neil Hyde, a loyalist super-grass from Co 

Armagh, who breached the conditions of an 
agreement when he turned super-grass for a lighter 
sentence was returned to jail. 
FRI. JUNE 14: Oksana Chelysheva, a Russian 
journalist, due to speak at a human rights conference 
in Derry was deported from Stanstead Airport while 
travelling to the venue. A journalist with Novaya 
Gazeta and outspoken critic of Vladimir Putin, she 
was held for six hours before being deported. She 
was due to take part in a panel discussion on 
“Russia’s Dirty War’ in Chechenya. The International 
conference was organised by the Bloody Sunday 
Trust and Pat Finucane Centre. 

(see http://poisonouslegacies2013.org). 

TUES. JUNE 18: A viable pipe bomb was found in 
Strabane, Co Tyrone. Homes were evacuated for a 
time. 

The Irish Human Rights Commission (IHRC) 
repeated its 2010 call for a statutory inquiry into the 
Magdalene Laundries on the lines of the Murphy 
Commission. It claimed “the State failed in its 
obligations to protect the human rights of girls and 
women in the laundries” and called for “a 
comprehensive redress scheme that provides 
individual compensation, restitution and 
rehabilitation for the women in accordance with the 


i 


¢ Tony Rochford who is on hunger strike in 
protest against the property tax, pictured at 
the James Larkin Statue in O’Connell 
Street on July 6. 


State’s human rights obligations”. 

More people fled war, persecution or famine last 

year than in any year for nearly two decades, 
according to the United Nations Refugee Agency. 
More than 45.2 million people were displaced in 
2012, almost three million more than in the previous 
year. War in five countries — Afghanistan, Somalia, 
Iraq, Syria and Sudan — was the reason 55 per cent 
of those displaced were forced to flee. The figures by 
the UNHCR in its Global Trends 2012 report, show 
there is a new refugee or internally-displaced person 
every 4.1 seconds. Children accounted for 46 per cent 
of the world’s refugees. 
WED. JUNE 19: House-raiding in Craigavon by the 
RUC saw two members of Republican Sinn Féin 
arrested. Helicopters and RUC members were all 
over the area. 

The cost to ‘police’ the G8 in Fermanagh was 
£50million; the RUC/PSNI monitored Twitter and 
Facebook accounts, including those belonging to 
journalists. 

Two men were arrested in Armagh and Down in 
connection with Republican activity. Both were 
released later in the evening. 

Three hundred gagging orders were used o 
silence public sector workers in 2009. 

A team of archaeologists are attempting to map 
the archaeological remains of the Ulster Plantation. 
Excavations began at a 17th Century castle in 
Baronscourt, Co Tyrone. The castle was built by Sir 
James Hamilton from Scotland and documentary 
sources date the construction and occupation to the 
Hamilton family in 1622. 

Royal Mail workers rejected the British 
government's plan to privatise the company. 

Japanese company Terumo, who manufacture 
medical devices, will create 416 more jobs in Larne, 
Co Antrim. 

FRI. JUNE 21: The DUP hold 10 of the 12 available 
leadership positions on Lisburn council. 

MON. JUNE 24: A Derry man was fined £250 for 
taking part in a flag march on January 21. Billy Long 
had his face covered during the protest but was 
identified and charged. 

The father of murdered teenager Stephen 
Lawrence called for a judge-led inquiry after claims 
that undercover police officers were told to spy on 
the family and others campaigning for justice over 
his death. Stephen Lawrence was murdered in a racist 
attack at a London bus stop in 1993. 

The jury at the inquest into shooting dead of 
Pearse Jordan on the Falls Road in 1992 was 
“hopelessly divided” according to a report. The 
family claim the findings at the inquest should be 
quashed and called for a new inquest. 

The family of Thomas Friel, Derry, killed by a 
rubber bullet in May 1973, called for a new inquest 
in light of revelations that the British government 
knew they were lethal. As Thomas left the Telstar Bar 
with his brother at least six soldiers from B Company, 
3rd Battalion, the Royal Anglian Regiment set upon 
them. The soldiers fired two rubber bullets at Thomas 
and Séamus from close range. As Séamus was 
helping Thomas to safety, the soldiers continued to 
fire rubber bullets at them. Thomas died a week later 
from his injuries. No proper investigation was carried 
out by the RUC. The soldiers’ version of events went 
unchallenged because their statements were taken by 
the Royal Military Police. No soldier was ever 
prosecuted with his death. 

Some of the documents of meetings between 
government personnel demanded by Geraldine 
Finucane into the shooting dead of her husband Pat in 
1989 were handed over to her solicitor on order of 
the High Court. 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul warned of a 
potential money-lending crisis in the 26 Counties and 
called on the Central Bank to publish ‘baseline data 
to take money-lending out of the shadows’. The high 


cost of interest in repayments is of particular concern 
to them. 

Figures from Dublin City Council Central 
Placement Services state that over the four local 
authorities in Dublin, eight new people are presenting 
as homeless every day. 

Focus Ireland estimates that there are 5,000 

homeless people in Ireland and 100,000 people are 
on various local housing lists. The CSO figures 
contained in the report Roof Over Our Heads state 
there are 230,000 vacant homes across the 26 
Counties. 
WED. JUNE 26: Residents in the Ballyduff estate 
in Newtownabbey, Co Antrim expressed concern at 
the size of the loyalist bonfire pyre in their estate 
which is larger than nearby homes. Already 4,000 
tyres have been removed by the Housing Executive. 
A British army parachute regiment flag appeared on 
a flagpole on the Ballykeel roundabout on the main 
road into Ballymena. The Department for Regional 
Development said that ‘removing the flags without 
community support would worsen the situation’. The 
same rules do not apply to the flying and removal of 
the Irish Tricolour. 

The home of Lilly Deery from the Creggan in 
Derry was raided just hours after she met with the 
26-County TD Eamon Ó Cuiv to highlight 
RUC/PSNI searches. She said her home has been 
searched five times in little over a year. Mrs Deery is 
a founder member of the Creggan Community 
Collective which tackles social problems in the area 
and also monitors and highlights RUC/PSNI 
harassment in the area. 

A new loyalist group set up in Derry, People 
Against Drugs, issued threats to several individuals in 
the Newbuildings area in recent days. 

THURS. JUNE 27: Parents and teachers called on 
the 26-County Government to “stop pandering to the 
whim of bankers and the IMF” as over 600 protesters 
gathered outside Leinster House in Dublin to 
highlight ongoing cuts in education for children with 
special needs. Up to 100 people also gathered at a 
rally in Eyre Square in Galway to protest. While 
protesters welcomed the minister’s announcement to 
reverse the cut in the number of resource teaching 
hours, they said any reduction in the number of SNAs 
was “wholly unacceptable” as the number of SNAs 
has not changed, remaining at 10,575, in spite of 
2,000 additional children requiring special needs 
cover from September. 

The United States Senate voted 68-32 for S.744, 
The Border Security, Economic Opportunity, and 
Immigration Modernisation Act. In addition to 
strengthening border security, the measure would 
provide an estimated 11 million unauthorised 
immigrants living and working in the United States 
with a “pathway” to legal status and citizenship. 
FRI. JUNE 28: Tony Rochford, who turns 45 next 
week, has been on hunger strike for the last twelve 
days in opposition to the new property tax. Rochford 
borrowed €430,000 to pay for his home in Trim, Co 
Meath, in October 2008. He believes his home is 
now worth about €280,000, making it liable for an 
annual property tax of €495. 

Séamus Martin Kearney, Maghera, Co Derry 

pleaded not guilty to the murder of a reserve member 
of the RUC, John Proctor, in 1981. He also pleaded 
not guilty to possession of a weapon. November 11 is 
set to hear the trial in Belfast Crown Court. 
SUN. JUNE 30: An explosion was reportedly heard 
in an alleyway in the Chequer Court area in Newry, 
Co Down. Slight damage was caused to a wooden 
fence but no-one was injured in the incident. 

A 20-year-old man was charged with a number 
of offences after a firework was thrown at an 
ambulance crew treating an injured man inside a 
Newry nightclub. The missile exploded at the 
paramedics’ feet, causing burns to their uniforms, as 
they responded to an emergency call at the club in 
the Trevor Hill area just after lam. 

Gardai were prevented from gaining access to 
bogs in Galway and Roscommon where bog-owners 
were cutting turf in defiance of an EU ban. 

In Italy 2.2 million people under the age of 30 

are unemployed, representing 42-45% of that age- 
group who are out of work while in France 25.7% of 
French people aged 18-25 are unemployed. 
MON. JULY 1: Tony Rochford is 15 days into a 
hunger strike. He took his protest to Leinster House 
[Dublin Parliament] where he says he will remain 
until the property tax is abolished. 

Loyalist Jamie Bryson laid a wreath at the 
cenotaph in Bangor Co Down after going to the High 
Court in Belfast to get his bail conditions altered to 
allow him to take part. 

Hundreds of thousands of opponents of President 
Mohammed Morsi gathered in Tahrir Square, Cairo 
demanding his removal. Protests also took place in 
several locations across the country. 

MLAs in the Occupied Six Counties are insured 
for libel through an insurance policy that costs the 
taxpayers £33,700 every year. 

TUES. JULY 2: Members of Rage against the 
Regime (RAR) lodged requests at the Department of 
Finance regarding the Anglo Tapes. As they were 


leaving the building they encountered Brendan 
Howlin (the 26-County Minister for Public 
Expenditure and Reform, Labour). He refused to 
answer any questions put to him re the banking 
scandal and tried to grab the microphone. The 
incident was recorded by a member of Dublin Says| 
NO, an umbrella group opposed to the austerity 
measures imposed on some while others remain 
untouched. 

The couple who sold Bebo for $850m bought it 
back again for $1m. Michael and Xochi Birch sold 
the social networking site in 2008 to AOL. 
THURS. JULY 4: Legislation to address a gap in| 
the law resulting in the suspension of home 
repossessions was passed in Leinster House. The 
Land and Conveyancing Law Reform Bill, which 
some opposition TDs claimed was a charter for 
house repossessions, was passed by 91 votes to 42. 

Newry and Mourne District Council passed a] - 
motion calling for the return of Michael Campbell 
to Ireland to serve the rest of his sentence i 
FRI. JULY 5: Three men, arrested after appearing at| | 
Craigavon Magistrates’ Court on July 3, were 
returned to the custody of Northern Ireland Prison 
Service. The men are from the Lurgan area. They 
were on remand at Maghaberry prison at the time of 
the court appearance, after which they were detained 
by the RUC/PSNI investigating Republican activity. | 
The trio were questioned at Antrim Serious Crime 
Suite before being returned to Prison Service“ 
custody. 

Eight Dublin men were remanded in custody 
having been charged with IRA membership at a 
special sitting of the Special non-jury Court. All 
eight were remanded in custody to appear in court ( 
again next Tuesday. Seven men were arrested in ay 
house in Tallaght. I 

Seventeen people have so far been killed in} 
Egypt and several injured since an Army coup two 
days ago which forced Islamist President Mohamed 
Morsi from office. Supporters of Morsi took to the I 
streets in their tens of thousands defying the army 
that deposed him and triggering violence that killed 
at least 17 people nationwide. 

SAT. JULY 6: Up to 50,000 pro-life supporters 4 
marched on Leinster House. The rally heard t 
repeated calls for the Government to once again put V 
the issue of abortion to the people in another I 
referendum. Four hundred pro-choice supporters o 
lined both sides of the street near the Spire g 
monument. c 

The Orange Order annual parade was held in ¢ 
Rossnowlagh in Co Donegal. N 

Transcripts of interviews carried out with 
Dolours Price were handed over to the RUC/PSNI 
in the Occupied Six Counties. The RUC had been tl 
attempting to obtain the transcripts of tapes recorded 
with Dolours Price who died in January 2013. In 
April, the US Supreme Court declined to hear an 
appeal against handing over the transcripts. They 
were made as part of Boston College’s ‘Belfast 
Project’, which was designed to be an oral history of J 
the Troubles. The project was supposed to provide a } 
reference for students and academics studying the 
conflict. It was done on the proviso that no interview 
would be released until after the contributor had 
died. Anthony McIntyre said he and Ed Moloney \ 
would fight to prevent any more transcripts being ¢ 
handed over. 

Britain clashed with Germany and France by ; 
blocking plans to create a “working group” of « 
national security advisers which would negotiate 
with the US over the recent series of spying scandals. 
SUN. JULY 7: Austrian officials did not search € 
Bolivia’s presidential jet for US intelligence € 
contractor Edward Snowden, according to Austria 
president Heinz Fischer. Bolivia formally offered £ 
Snowden asylum, joining leftist allies Venezuela and ( 
Nicaragua in defiance of Washington. ( 
MON. JULY 8: In the latest recordings from phone ¢ 
calls at the then Anglo Irish Bank head of Treasury + 
John Bowe tried to explain the thinking behind the 
transfer of €7bn from ILP to Anglo at the end of 
2008, to temporarily boost the Anglo balance sheet. $ 
That transaction is now being investigated by the ¢ 
Director of Corporate Enforcement. In the 2009 t 
conversation with Fiachra O’Neill, a compliance ¢ 
executive at Anglo, Bowe described his plans to ¢ 
“craft” a document to explain the deal to his x 
superiors. I 

While the 26-County coalition Administration . 
insists that there are no documents in existence ' 
which explain the rationale behind the decision to 
guarantee the banks in September 2008, it is disputed t 
by Fianna Fail who released a document to online r 
news TheJournal which outlines a schedule of all ¢ 
documents relating to the bank guarantee, many of ¢ 
which cannot be released because of government 
confidentiality. N 


c 


Records about the US Navy Seals’ raid on 3 
Osama bin Laden’s hideout were ordered to be § 
purged from Pentagon computers and sent to the § 
CIA — where they could be more easily shielded f 
from ever being made public. The transfer appears , 


DUUL YE- ISTE P PECUUINE — LULU JULY LULI 


statement from Maghaberry POWs 


6 WE ended the protest in September 2012 after 18 
months of steady protest which started because 
of the prison reneging on the August 2010 
Agreement. We took the initiative to create the space 
to afford the prison authorities another opportunity 
to implement the Agreement. 


From November 2012 until 
now we have engaged with a 
range of people to resolve the 
issues that cause conflict in the 
prison, including Facilitators, 
independent politicians and the 
26-County Oireachtas 
Committee. All these have 
accepted that the block to this 
process lies with the prison. 

We have met Governors on 
a number of occasions to discuss 
the issue of controlled 
movement and strip searches. 
On each occasion they said they 
would bring our concerns to the 


number one Governor and 
director-general. We have been 
waiting on their response from 
the end of the protest. From 
November until now there have 
been constant battles with prison 
warders on the wing because of 
their fear to work as envisaged 
in the 2010 Agreement. 

As laid out in the Agreement 
Roe 3 and 4 were to be treated 
as one wing. The first step of the 
Agreement was that six men 
were allowed on the landing 
while others men could use the 
showers, classrooms, laundry or 


kitchen. This has not happened 
due to the lack of movement 
from the prison. At this stage 
controlled movement should be 
a thing of the past but the prison 
still uses staff to curtail 
movement on the wing. 

On the back of that we still 
have men being forcibly 
stripped going to court and 
coming back. This is still done 
by the Riot Squad which we 
have detailed in the past. The 
riot team have also assaulted a 
number of Republican 
prisoners. 

We are nearly seven months 
from the end of the protest and 
the cells still have not been 
cleaned properly. The stains are 
still visible on the walls. The 
prison is now saying they have 
to sand-blast the walls and dig 


up the floors. Roe is full to 
capacity and the prison is trying 
to get us to double up which we 
have refused. They are saying 
we have to double up for them 
to clean the cells but the 
Ombudsman has stated the cells 
are only fit for one person. The 
prison has been aware of 
spacing issues for 12 months but 
have refused to open Roe 1 and 
2. So as it stands, Republican 
prisoners coming into the jail 
are being held in criminal wings 
because the prison refuses to 
make space. This is a major 
concern as it leads us on a path 
of more conflict with the prison. 

We also reported about the 
screws banging on the doors and 
flaps at night which has started 
again even after an agreement 
was made with the Governor 


that this would stop. 

There is currently no 
education. This has been the 
case from 2011. There is no sign 
of it being made available in the 
near future. They are also trying 
to close the gym that has been 
used since 2006 and try to 
squeeze it into a small 
classroom on the wing. This is 
not acceptable. They have been 
told about the space issue but 
they are still trying to squeeze us 
into smaller spaces. 

Another tactic is the urine 
test. We have requested 
information about this and when 
it came about. We have been 
asking for this information since 
December 2012. We believe this 
is another tactic by the prison to 
destabilise any progress the 
prisoners are trying to make. A 


number of men have been 
refused compassionate release 
to attend funerals and First Holy 
Communions. The latest was on 
May 25, even though he is able 
to apply for paroles in October 
this year. We will send out more 
information on the 
Ombudsman’s report when we 
get a response from the prison. 


CABHAIR supported 
prisoners are now sharing 
facilities with prisoners 


supported by IRPWA but they 
maintain their own structures. 
We are fully behind the 
leadership of Republican Sinn 
Féin and the Ard Chomhairle. 


We wish to thank everyone 
for all their support and hope 
this support will continue into 
the future.” 


Republican Sinn Féin hold successful pres on Falls Road 


IN Friday, June 14, Republican Sinn Féin held a 
very successful white-line picket in support of 
volitical hostage Martin Corey on the Falls Road in 
3elfast. The picket started at 12 noon when activists 
ined up on the Falls Road in West-Belfast near 


Junville Park. 


Despite rainy weather 
onditions and the change of the 
ssembly time for the picket due 
o a last-minute change of the 
‘enue for the Irish Anti- 
mperialist Forum 2013, dozens 
f activists demanded the release 
f political hostage Martin 
“orey and showed their support 
or the Republican Prisoners in 
Aaghaberry jail. 

Among those taking part in 
he picket were activists of the 


Greater Ardoyne Residents 
Collective, Republican Sinn 
Féin President Des Dalton and 
former Republican POW and 
Republican Sinn Féin General 
Secretary Josephine Hayden. 

The picket lasted until 1pm. 
In these 60 minutes hundreds of 
leaflets informing about the case 
of Martin Corey were 
distributed to passers-by. 

The online magazine 
TheDetail.tv quoted a 


RUC/PSNI report saying “the 
largest protest that day was 
organised by Republican Sinn 
Fein, with 30 people taking part 
in a picket on the Falls Road”. 
The RUC/PSNI posting stated 
that the protest included “10/15 
foreign nationals as well as local 
figures”. 

While the number of 30 
taking part in the picket is 
definitely underestimated, the 
attendance can be described as 
more than 50 protesters, the 
number of “10/15 foreign 
nationals” means that the 
RUC/PSNI is describing those 
Republican activists travelling 
from the 26 Counties as “foreign 
nationals”. Indeed, there were no 
more than five international 


* Delegates to the Anti mperialist F. orum took partin the 
white-line picket organised byRepublican Sinn Féin in 


support of political hostage Martin Corey on the Falls 


Road, Belfast on June 14. 


delegates to the IAF2013 
presented at the white-line 
picket. 

In other activity in support 
of Martin Corey, a Release 


Martin Corey plight highlighted 


JUSTICE Watch Ireland (JWI) held its first 
Juman Rights conference in Belfast on June 22, 


1013. 

Set up this year, JWI say it 
was created primarily “to 
iddress the obvious gaps and 
ailings of the judicial system” 
ind that it seeks to highlight 
‘any shortcomings by those who 
lave a statutory obligation to 
msure that individuals’ rights 
ire upheld”. 

Cait Trainor, Republican 
šinn Fein Vice-President and 
chair of the Martin Corey 
“ampaign spoke at the event. 
She was accompanied by Martin 
Duffy, Lurgan. 

Cait outlined the events 
surrounding the arrest of Martin 
Zorey and the secret evidence 
veing use by the courts and the 
current, and indeed past, British 
secretary of state(s) Theresa 
Villiers (a British Conservative 
arty politician) to keep Martin 
nterned indefinitely. 

Cait explained how Martin 
ias faced no charges, no trial, 
ior has he been questioned 
ibout anything since his arrest 
hree years ago. 

His legal team, as well as 
Martin himself, have no idea 
what is in these secret files, and 
so cannot defend Martin and 
secure his release. She asked 
yeople to make themselves 


Bay, for nearly three years; he 
was also held in Bagram in 
Afghanistan, he is currently 
outreach director at 


Release — 


Martin Corey 


_Interned in Maghaberry Prison 


= 
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¢ Members and supporters of the Dublin Martin Corey Campaign who took part in a 
sponsored walk from Sandymount to Howth on Sunday, June 7, 2013. 


aware that internment is being 
operated by Britain through the 
back door. 


The event was attended by 
over 80 people invited to hear 
various speakers including 
Paddy Hill (Birmingham Six 
and MOJO founder); Gerry 
Conlon (Guildford Four, and a 
miscarriage of justice 
campaigner); John Finucane 
(Human Rights Lawyer and son 
of murdered solicitor Pat 
Finucane); Moazzam Begg 
(former internee of Guantanamo 


April 2010, WITHOUT TRIAL 
mar 


CagePrisoners); Gareth Peirce 
(well-known human rights 
lawyer who defended many, if 
not most, of the Irish POWs 
charged in Britain); Ken 
Wilkinson (PUP and Loyalist 
activist); Cait Trainor 
(Republican Sinn Fein Vice- 
President and Chair of the 
Martin Corey Campaign); Packy 
Carty (former Republican 
prisoner, now working on the 
case of the Craigavon Two) and 
John McCusker (éirigi and 
Stephen Murney campaigner). 
The JWI Conference posed 


the question ‘Has the state gone 
too far’. John Finucane in his 
speech said he believed it had, 
both John and Gareth Peirce 


stressed the need for NGO 
groups such as Justice Watch 
Ireland to keep vigilance over 
the system and to offer hope and 
help to those who so desperately 
need it. 

A Q&A session was held 
after the speakers finished their 
submissions. 

View JWI conference on: 
https://www.facebook.com/page 
s/Justice-Watch-Ireland. 

Information on Martin 
Corey can be seen on the 
http://www.releasemRTINCOR 
EY 


Martin Corey picket was held on 
Saturday, June 22, in O’Connell 
Street in Dublin and leaflets 
handed out. 

On Friday, June 28 Martin 


Corey leaflets were handed out 
at Heuston Station, Dublin for 
over an hour to rail passengers 
as they boarded their trains. 

The Martin Corey 
Campaign and Republican Sinn 
Féin will continue to highlight 
the internment of Martin Corey 
at every opportunity. 

On July 6 members of the 
Martin Corey Committee in 
Dublin took part in a sponsored 
walk from Howth to 
sandymount in the city. Full 
report in the August edition of 
SAOIRSE. 


On June 20, Martin was told 
that his parole review due to take 
place on July 3 was put back to 
beginning of September. 


Statement by 
Ramsey Clarke 
on Martin Core 


RAMSEY Clark, Former US Attorney Gerféral 
and President, International Anti-imperialist Coordinating 
Committee (IACC), and Founder, International Action 
Centre (IAC) issued the following statement on May 16: 

“Martin Corey has been held in Maghaberry Prison 
illegally since April 2010 without any charge ever being 
placed against him. In fact no one knows why he is there, 
not even the judges who reviewed his case. 

“Human Rights Judge Lord Justice Treacy ordered in 
July 2012 his immediate release and placed no conditions 
upon him. With a blatant disregard of the judicial process 
the British Secretary of State overturned this order, and 
Martin remains detained in Maghaberry to this day. 

“He is being victimised in prison in many ways and 
his basic rights are denied. | have long urged the release 
Martin Corey and once more reiterate that his detention is 
a violation of his fundamental human rights and he must 


be immediately released. 


“Ramsey Clark, President.” 


Released by Manik Mukherjee, General 
Secretary, International Anti-Imperialist 
Coordinating Committee (IACC) 


‘Outrageous treatment of 
Michael Campbell’ 


PAULINE Mellon, writing in 


e Pensive Quill blog on 


June 21 about Michael Campbell, serving a twelve-year 
sentence in a Lithuanian jail said she wished to draw 
attention to this ‘very disturbing’ case. 

Due to pressure of space we are unable to carry the 


article. 


However the full 


article can be read 


on:http://thepensivequill.am/ 
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Tony Ruane remembered in Carlow 


REPUBLICANS gathered in Carlow on June 23 to 
pay their respects to Tony Ruane, who died on June 
13, 1991. He was Honorary Life Vice-President, 


Sinn Féin Poblachtach. 


Led by a colour party from 
Wexford, those assembled 
narched from the gate of the 
zemetery to the graveside. 

Jimmy Corcoran 
Republican Sinn Féin Carlow, 
welcomed everyone, especially 
nembers of Tony’s family and 
zalled on Cecilia Conway, 
Kildare to lay a wreath. Mick 
Hunt, Pádraig Ó Pearaill 
Cumann, Wexford also laid a 
wreath. Paddy King, Dublin 
zecited a decade of the Rosary as 
Gaeilge. A minute’s silence was 
dbserved for the dipping of the 
flags. 

The oration was given by 
Martin Heffernan, Kildare [an 
2dited version carried here] who 
zegan by pointing out that Tony 
Ruane “...never deviated from 
he path to the All-Ireland 
Republic and gave inspiration to 
several generations, and his 
2xample continues right up until 
he present day”. 


Martin said that Tony joined 
Na Fianna Eireann when he was 
12 years old and from then he 
never looked back or deviated 
from the path he had chosen. 
Tony, he said, held Na Fianna in 
high regard all his life. 

“Tony was active in his 
native Co Mayo against the 
infamous Black-and-Tans and 
later in the war in defence of the 
All-Ireland Republic in 1922/23. 
He partook in many armed 
operations such as the burning 
of the RIC barracks at Bohola 
and the seizure of arms at 
Ballymurry police barracks.” 

Martin continued: “When 
Tony returned to Ireland from 
England around 1936 he joined 
the Dublin Brigade, IRA. He 
was arrested in 1941 by the Free 
State and imprisoned for two 
years and at the expiration of the 
sentence was immediately 
interned in the Curragh until 
1945. All his life he was on the 
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e The colour party at the Tony Ruane commemoration at 


Carlow Cemetery on June 23. 


Republican side and that was 
where he stayed until his death 
in 1991 — unlike some of his 
comrades. 

“Some of his comrades 
betrayed him by accepting 
Leinster House and Stormont 
and by extension Partition and 
the right of the British to rule in 
six of Ulster’s nine counties. 
Moving in what they consider to 
be politically powerful circles, 
they consider their position to be 


‘in the inner circle’ while they 
consider Republicans to be out 
in the cold. However, their 
considered status did not stand 
up last week when David 
Cameron made it clear they 
“were not invited to the party in 
Fermanagh’ — a county Cameron 
considers to be British, as 
Maggie Thatcher did. 

“Last week the eight most 
powerful heads of state 
assembled in Fermanagh for the 


G8 Summit. A few days earlier 
Republican Sinn Féin held a 
very successful Anti-Imperialist 
Forum in Belfast as an 
alternative to the G8 meeting. 
Some delegates from abroad 
were denied visas to attend the 
Forum. The delegate from 
Turkey was arrested at the 
Airport in Belfast and held for 
several hours. Her phone and 
laptop were taken by M15 and 
only returned to her as she 
boarded a plane for home on the 
Monday. 

“The delegates to the G8 
were, on the other hand, given 
VIP treatment, they flew to 
Belfast in their private jets and 
were fast-tracked through the 
airport. These are the people 
who are allegedly worried about 
(among other things) world 
poverty. No poverty there, 
neither was poverty evident 
when Bono — who clearly has 
questions to answer as regards 
his payment of taxes in Ireland 
— and family lunched with the 
Obamas. 

“The protection afforded to 
the G8 delegates was in stark 


contrast to the treatment meted ' 
out to the family of Ruairi O 
Bradaigh at Ruairi’s funeral. 
The conduct of the 26-County 
police in and out of uniform was a 
disgraceful. For the forces of the j 
State to act in such a way just F 
proves, in my opinion, that we 
are living in a police state. r 
“Though I never met Tony £ 
Ruane I had heard of him and 1 
his dedication to the Republican $ 
Movement. People held him and Y 
his work for the All-Irish £ 
Republic in high regard, and 1¢ 
am glad to say that his legacy 7 
lives on. 1 

“Two years ago when Matt I 
Conway spoke here he said: ‘We 
continue to be inspired by the 
memory of people like Tony 
Ruane, who never compromised 
or surrendered and who kept the p 
spirit of freedom alive in dark , 
times.’ All of us here reiterate ; 
that and we will do out best to y 
live up to the standard set by a 
Tony,” Martin concluded. 
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After the ceremony thev 
family provided tea and / 


sandwiches for all who attended. € 
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Republican Sinn Féin speaker addresses Dublin Alternative 68 


essential political achievements 
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Group, who spoke about the 


[HE Dublin Alternative G8 was held at the 
[eacher’s Club on Monday, June 17. The event was 
ıddressed by a speaker from Republican Sinn Féin 
ind attended by a number of members and 
‘upporters of the organisation. 


of the organisation in the past 
period. 

In the afternoon Republican 
Sinn Féin’s Dieter Blumenfeld 
chaired the session on political 


Gutiérrez of the Latin American 


the plight of the political 
prisoners in Colombia. 


case of the Cuban Five, and José 2 


c 


Solidarity Centre who outlined 5 


7 
i 


The day started at 11.30am 
vhen Kaan Orhon of the 
Xepublican Sinn Féin 
nternational Relations Bureau 
ead a statement of solidarity 
rom the National Executive of 
Jumann na Saoirse Naisiúnta 
US) to the Irish Anti-Imperialist 
‘orum in Belfast and the Dublin 
\lternative G8. 


whom?’ Diarmuid Breatnach of 
the Dublin Basque Irish 
Solidarity Committee, a speaker 
from Colombia and Dieter 
Blumenfeld, International PRO 
Republican Sinn Féin. 
Blumenfeld outlined the 
reasons why Republican Sinn 
Féin don’t support the 1998 
Belfast/Stormont 


prisoners. He gave a brief 
introduction on the case of 
Martin Corey and urged 
everyone in the audience to 
support the Dublin Release 
Martin Corey Campaign before 
introducing the speakers in this 
session. 

These were Geri Timmons 
from Ireland for Leonard Peltier, 


The day came to af 
conclusion with a concert by a 
various political songwriters E 
and musicians such as Tommy F 


Sands, David Rovics andJ 
Bernard Fitzpatrick. c 

On the following day / 
members and activists of/ 


Republican Sinn Féin took part 


in a protest march from the” 


Agreement; 

The chairperson then 
ntroduced the three speakers of 
he first session ‘Peace for 
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ROGER CASEMENT COMMEMORATION 
MURLOUGH BAY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 
Assemble in the second car park at 2pm. 
GOSS & GAUGHRAN 
COMMEMORATION 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 11 
ST PATRICK'S CEMETERY 
DUNDALK, CO LOUTH 
Assemble: across from Lisdoo Inn, 2.30pm 
FREE DERRY ASSEMBLY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 
GUILDHALL SQUARE, DERRY, 3pm 
Organised by Republican Sinn Féin 
Bring Republican Sinn Féin banners. 
Derry is an Irish city! 


RRR 


the reason why the organisation 
sees the so-called peace process 
as a failure and outlined the 


100th ANNIVERSARY OF 1913 LOCK-OUT 
SEMINAR 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27, 7pm 

WYNN’S HOTEL, DUBLIN 
Organised by Republican Sinn Féin Dublin 
ANNUAL HUNGER STRIKE COMMEMORATION 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 31 
Assemble: East End 
Bundoran, Co Donegal, 3pm 
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Diarmuid Breatnach, Bill Wolfe Tone Monument to the p 
O’Brien, National Treasurer of e Dieter Blumenfeld, International PRO Republican Sinn American Chamber of} 
the Ireland-Cuba Support Féin, addressed the Dublin Alternative G8 Club on June 17.. Commerce. ( 
I 
r a 
TEAGMHALACHA/CONTACTS 1 
a 
Anyone wishing to join Republican Sinn regarding veast Parterre Me AN Kaa statements by; 
Ai ‘ epublican Sinn Féin, Belfast will from now on be 
Fein should contact: published on www.ulster.rsf.ie. All e-mail addresses and è 
MUNSTER websites previously used by Republican Sinn Féin in5 
Cork: Mac Curtain/Mac Swiney Cumann: Belfast are not valid any more. I 
086-3352006 or rsfcork@gmail.com c 
Kerry: 087- 393 6519 CONNACHT a 
Tipperary: Nenagh 087-2927404 Mayo: McNeela/Gaughan/Stagg Cumann: 4 
and 8r 210,2045 Galway: Sunah an RARA O Gríofa: Tomas x 
; - 086- : ; ; I 
Sout PPA NSE A4 2897 087 2933 782; Seán at 091 525 977, 
Dublin: phone or text 085 8375888 or email saoirse@iol.ie P alieno F 
Meath: [Niall Fegan nomas Allen cumann; Leitrim: Micheál at 071 9641 804 or John at 086 4061454 
Wexford: Mick at 087-6150484; ENGLAND/SCOTLAND 
mick@rsf-wexford.com London: Roger Casement/James Stephens Cumann 
Kildare: desdalton@eircom.net 0044-7926357676; londoncumann@gmail.com 
"086-329 1809 ie Glasgow: Francis Hughes Cumann, 
www.rsf-kildare ie rsfglasgow@yahoo.com, 
Longford: 087-2240061 or 086-3384017 web: pee el 
Westmeath: 086 124 3265; i i 7 r 
email: rsfwmeath@gmail.com Republican Sinn Féin International Bureau: a 
Enniscorthy: 086-0608382 or 087 6284338 international@rsf.ie E 
ULSTER Homepages of the International Bureau: http://www.rsf- | F 
Armagh: rsfarmagh@gmail.com / 07894086937 intematonal-org! E 
Belfast: belfast@rsf.ie . avala S In: 
Derry: Phone 00442877741978 http://www.rsf-international.org/ A 
Donegal: rsfdonegal@googlemail.com Phone sa a 868 y 
Newry: i cr A ae cumann Republican Sinn Féin, Stiftgasse 8, 1070 Vienna, Austria : 
NB. The only valid e-mail address for Belfast Republican Nati I bsite: fi f 
Sinn Féin is: belfast@rsf.ie, the only valid website ATOM A WEPSHE:WWWTSNIS 
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International delegates, academics 
ind people from various walks of life 
oined members of Republican Sinn 
*éin in debate and discussion. 

The Forum opened on Thursday 
uight for the launch of the Seven 
signatories Manifesto, chaired by Cait 
[rainor, Vice-President of Republican 
jinn Féin (Armagh). Contributions 
vere from Republican Sinn Féin 
nembers Damien White, Armagh; Sean 
5 Dubhlain, Iar Mhí and Fergal Moore, 
vlonaghan who drafted the Manifesto. 
n the run-up to the Centenary of the 
916 Rising, six more pamphlets will be 
aunched, each based on the Signatories 
of the Proclamation and outlining the 
solicies of Republican Sinn Féin. 

On Friday morning, June 14 
lelegates visited the Eileen Hickey 
Vluseum in the Conway Mill followed 
vy a white-line picket on the Falls Road 
n support of the Republican POWs in 
Maghaberry jail which was very well 
ittended. 7 

After lunch the session on EIRE 
NUA/SAOL NUA in the 21st Century 
vas chaired by Padraig Garvey (Kerry). 
\ lively discussion followed the 
‘xcellent contributions from Roy 
Jarland, Commentator and Journalist, 
3elfast; Des Dalton, President of 
Xepublican Sinn Féin; Kaan Orhon, 
Xepublican Sinn Féin International, 
jermany/Turkey; Damien White and 
3ean O Dubhlain. 

Experiences from the worldwide 
Anti-Imperialist Struggle followed, 
‘haired by Dieter Blumenfeld, head of 
Xepublican Sinn Féin International. 
faking part in that session were Manik 
Mukherjee, International Anti- 
mperialist Coordination Committee 
ind Socialist Unity Centre of India; 
30yen Baleva, National Democratic 
ront of the Philippines and Rafael 
oseph Maramag, International League 
of Peoples’ Struggle, Philippines 
England. Badrul Alam, President and 
\bu Naser, Vice-President of the 
3angladesh Krishok Federation were 
efused visas to travel to Ireland as was 
-eonid Savin, a political activist from 
’ussia. Sukriye Akar, representing the 
furkish political organisation Halk 
Zephesi, was stopped by MIS at Belfast 
nternational Airport, arrested and held 
ind questioned for several hours. Her 
aptop and phone were taken from her 
ind only returned after she had gone 
hrough Customs on her way home 
hree days later. She did however 
iddress the Forum at a later session and 
he was warmly received. 

International Solidarity with the 
rish Freedom Struggle was a 
‘ontinuation of the International theme 
ind Barry Kearney, James Connolly 
Association Melbourne Branch, 
Australia; George Faisan, Liberation 
rlande, France; Padraig Mac Liam, 


THE Anti-Imperialist Forum organised by Republican Sinn 
Féin was held in the Conway Mill, Belfast from June 13-15. 
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Anti-Imperialist Forum held in Belfast, June 15/16 


e Paul Carson from the Greater 


Ardoyne Residents Collective 
speaking on The Flag Protest: 
Republicanism & Unionism. 


Cumann na Saoirse Naisitinta, USA and 
Dieter Blumenfeld, Republican Sinn 
Féin International made up the panel. 
Diarmuid Mac Dubhghlais, National 
Treasurer, Republican Sinn Féin, 
chaired. 

Both sessions provided the meeting 
with information on their various 
struggles against State repression, and 
how they related to the Irish struggle for 
independence. 

Avery successful function was held 
in the Orient Bar on Friday at which US 
singer/songwriter David Rovics 
performed his unique brand of protest 
music. A wonderful night. 

Saturday, June 15, began with 
Republican History: The challenge of 
finding the truth at which Kevin 
Bean, University of Liverpool; Seán Ó 
Coinn, Local Historian, Belfast; Marisa 
McGlinchey, University of Coventry 
and Anthony McIntyre, Journalist and 
Writer and former Republican POW, 
gave their perspective on a complex 
issue. Josephine Hayden, Republican 
Sinn Féin General Secretary, chaired the 
session. 

Fergal Moore chaired The Flag 
Protest: Republicanism & Unionism 
which heard Roy Garland, 
Commentator and Journalist; Des 
Dalton, President of Republican Sinn 
Féin, Kildare and Paul Carson from the 
Greater Ardoyne Residents Collective 
(GARC) speak about the different 
perceptions that are ‘out there’ in 
relation to the treatment of Unionists 
and Republicans. 

Many members attended the Anti- 
G8 Rally in Belfast City Centre at 
lunchtime which was organised by the 
Trade Union Movement. 

The Anti-imperialist struggle & 
grass-roots initiatives in Ireland heard 
from Roger Cole, Chair of Peace and 
Neutrality Alliance (PANA); Maura 
Harrington, Shell to Sea; Bernie 
Hughes, Finglas Branch of Campaign 


e (Left to right) Kevin Bean, Marisa McGlinchey, Josephine Hayden 


Seán O Coinn, and Anthony McIntyre at the session on Republican 
History: The challenge of finding the truth at the Forum on June 15. 


f y 


DA 
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lain, Sukriye Akar, from the Turkish political 


organisation Halk Cephesi, and Shell-to-Sea activist Maura Harrington 
at the session on Experiences from the worldwide Anti-Imperialist 


Struggle. 


¢ Roger Cole, Chair of Peace and Neutrality Alliance (PANA); Maura 
Harrington, Shell to Sea; Bernie Hughes, Finglas Branch of Campaign 
Against Household and Water Taxes (CAHWT) and Martin Duffy, 
Republican Sinn Féin (Lurgan), representing the Release Martin Corey 
Campaign at the The Anti-Imperialist struggle & grass-roots 


initiatives in Ireland session. 


Against Household and Water Taxes 


(CAHWT) and = Martin Duffy, 
Republican Sinn Féin (Lurgan) 
representing the Release Martin Corey 
Campaign, on how their 


Organisations/campaigns came into 


being and the impact of their initiatives 
to date and their plans for the future. 
The session was chaired by Sean O 
Dubhlain. 

The final session of the Forum was 
Irish Republicanism in the 21st 


z 
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Roy Garland speaking at the 
session on EIRE NUA/SAOL 
NUA in the 21st Century. 


century, and was chaired by Cait 
Trainor. Republican Sinn Féin President 
Des Dalton, Oliver White, Republican 
Sinn Féin Ard Chomhairle member 
from Newry/South Armagh; Padraig 
Garvey, Republican Sinn Féin, Kerry, 
Diarmuid Mac Dubhghlais, Dublin and 
Fergal Moore, Monaghan outlined their 
vision for the way forward for Irish 
Republicanism. 

The Q&A after each session 
showed how interested people were in 
what the contributors had to say. So 
many questions and answers with 
varying viewpoints ensured lively 
debate which inevitably led to over-run 
on time at all sessions! 

Republican Sinn Fein would like to 
thank the Conway Mill, Belfast for the 
use of its facilities; the Orient Pub on 
the Springfield Road for hosting a very 
successful function on the Friday night 
and David Rovics for supplying great 
music and song. To those who helped 
in making the Forum possible; to those 
who took part in the sessions and to 
those who travelled from various parts 
of Ireland and a special thanks to those 
who travelled from abroad. 

We would also like to say particular 
thanks to Roy Garland who offered a 
Unionist perspective to the Forum. We 
are grateful to him for such insightful 
contributions over the two days. 

A booklet will be printed within a 
short time with the submissions made to 
the Forum which will make for 
fascinating reading. It will be available 
from the Head Office at 223, Parnell 
Street, Dublin 1. 

Members and activists of 
Republican Sinn Féin took part in a 
number of protests against the G8 over 
the weekend. A group of Republican 
Sinn Féin activists attended the Trade 
Union march in Belfast City Centre on 
Saturday afternoon. 


Republican Sinn Féin International 
PRO Dieter Blumenfeld addressed the 
Dublin Alternative G8 on Monday and 
on Tuesday, June 18, a contingent from 
Republican Sinn Féin joined a march 
against the G8 to the US-American 
Chamber of Commerce in Dublin. 


International delegate held at Belfast Airport 


IN A statement on June 15 Republican Sinn Féin 
condemned the actions of MIS5 against one of the 
international delegates to the Irish Anti-Imperialist 
Forum 2013 in Belfast on her way to the Forum. 


Sukriye Akar, was stopped 
t 1.40pm on Friday, June 14 at 
3elfast International Airport. 
‘ollowing passport control she 
vas approached by two men 
vho identified themselves as 
\olice officers and took her with 
hem. No reason was given. She 
vas questioned for up to four 
.ours about her intended trip to 
3elfast, her stay and the reasons 
or attending the IAF2013. 

Her laptop, USB-sticks and 


mobile phone were taken from 
er. She also had some copies of 
the movie “F-Type prisons” 
(high security prisons based on 
strict isolation conditions) with 
her. Republican Sinn Féin had 
intended screening the film on 
political prisoners in Turkey as 
part of the programme of the 
IAF2013 on Saturday evening. 
These DVDs were taken as well. 
Before leaving the room one of 
the men said to her: “Let’s hope 


you get your laptop back and we 
let you out of the country.” 
Sukriye Akar, a German and 
Turkish citizen, travelled to 
Belfast to attend the Irish Anti- 
Imperialist Forum 2013 as a 
representative of the Turkish 


political organisation Halk 
Cephesi. 
Republican Sinn Féin 


immediately established contact 
to a solicitor. While comrade 
Akar was allowed to collect her 
belongings on her way back, 
Republican Sinn Féin condemns 
the attempted intimidation of a 
political activist on her way to a 
political conference. 


The stopping and 
questioning of Sukriye Akar at 
the Airport was just the latest 
attempt by the English and 
Dublin government to disrupt 
the preparations of the Irish 
Anti-imperialist Forum. 


The Forum was intended as 
a platform of various Irish and 
international speakers to discuss 
political alternatives to corrupt 
imperialist system of the G8 and 
its puppets in Stormont and 
Leinster House. 

Some delegates, who had 
planned to address the Irish 
Anti-Imperialist Forum and the 


annual Bodenstown 
commemoration in Sallins, Co. 
Kildare, on June 16 were barred 
from entering Ireland. Among 
these were Badrul Alam and 
Abdul Naser of the Bangladesh 
Krishok Federation and Leonid 
Savin, a political activist from 
Russia. No visas to Ireland were 
granted for these three political 
activists. 

Furthermore, while activists 
gathered on the Falls Road to 
hold a white-line picket for 
Republican prisoners, four 
RUC/PSNI men entered the 
Conway Mill through a back 
door and searched the premises 


where the IAF2013 was held. 
Republican Sinn Féin 
condemns the harassment and 


intimidation against 
Republicans and  Anti-G8- 
protesters during so-called 
Operation Sponsor by the 


British RUC/PSNI, Gardai, MIS 
and other sections of the English 
and Free State intelligence 
service. 

All these actions could not 
stop Republicans and protesters 
from holding a successful 
IAF2013 in Belfast and indeed 
successful protests all over 
Belfast and the Occupied Six 
Counties and Dublin. 
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decision-makers on the vital issues for their 


ON June 16 Republican Sinn 


Féin held the annual 
commemoration to the grave of 
the Father of Irish 
Republicanism, Theobald 
Wolfe Tone, in Bodenstown, 
Co Kildare. 


The parade, led by a colour party, 
Cumann na mBan and Na Fianna 
assembled in Sallins and marched 
Bodenstown Cemetery. The Chief 
Marshall was Seosamh Ó Maoileoin, Iar 
Mhí. 

The colourful parade, with many 
banners and the new Republican Sinn 
Féin flags, marched in glorious sunshine 
along with the Pride of Eireann flute band 
from Portadown, Co Armagh and Seán 
Doyle, the piper from North Antrim. 

At the memorial to Wolfe Tone 
proceedings were chaired by An 
Chomhairleoir Tomás Ó Curraoin, 
Gaillimh who spoke in Irish and English. 
He called on Veteran Republican Cecilia 
Conway, Kildare to lay the wreath on 
behalf of the Republican Movement. 
The Chief Marshall then called the 
parade to Attention for the Dipping of the 
Flags, accompanied by a lament from the 


piper. . 
Tomas O Curraoin asked the 
National Graves Association 


representative, Peig Galligan, to say a 
few words and she spoke movingly of 
Liam Lynch and his comrades, done to 
death by Free State forces 90 years ago. 

Tomás then introduced the President 
of Republican Sinn Féin, Des Dalton, 
Kildare to give the main oration. He said: 

“ ‘We have come to the holiest place 
in Ireland; holier to us even than the place 
where Patrick sleeps in Down. Patrick 
brought us life, but this man died for us. 
And though many before him and some 
since have died in testimony of the truth 
of Ireland’s claim to nationhood, Wolfe 
Tone was the greatest of all that have 
made that testimony, the greatest of all 
that have died for Ireland whether in old 
time or in new. He was the greatest of 
Irish Nationalists; I believe he was the 
greatest of Irishmen. And if I am right in 
this I am right in saying that we stand in 
the holiest place in Ireland, for it must be 
that holiest sod of a nation’s soil is the 
sod where the greatest of her dead lies 
buried.’ 

“Thus spoke Pearse in 1913, one 
hundred years later those words still hold 
true. As Irish Republicans we come here 
each year to reaffirm our commitment to 
the ideals passed down to us by Tone and 
the Society of United Irishmen. 

“Standing here on this sacred soil we 
come into communion with the spirit of 
Tone and renew our Republican vow, first 
taken by Tone and his comrades on 
Belfast’s Cavehill in 1795: ‘Never to 
desist in our efforts until we have 
subverted the authority of England over 
our country and asserted her 
independence.’ This was the programme 
of Tone and it remains the programme of 
the Republican Movement today. We are 
proud of our continuity of ideology and 
organisation with the United Irishmen, 
just as veterans of the United Irishmen 
endorsed and supported the Young 
Irelanders in the 1840s, today’s 
movement represents a meeting of the 
generations in common struggle. 

“The historian C Desmond Greaves 
described the reorganisation of the 
United Irishmen in 1795, transforming 
itself into a fully revolutionary movement 
as a: ‘...turning point in Irish history. For 


the first time the Irish nation was 
exclusively identified with Irish 
democracy.’ Today the Republican 


Movement continues to champion and 


= oÁ . Tomás 0 Curraoin, 

¢ Des Dalton delivering the oration. Cathaoirleach. 
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° The Dublin Republican Sinn Féin banner. 


Republican Sinn Féin flags. 
lead the fight for true All-Ireland 
democracy in defiance of the forces of 
reaction led by Westminster, Stormont 
and Leinster House. The political and 
economic conditions experienced by the 
Irish people today are a gross betrayal of 
the high ideals and vision for a new 
Ireland articulated by Republicanism 
from Tone and Emmet right up to today. 

“Last week we laid to rest our Patron 
and former President Ruairi Ó Brádaigh. 
Throughout his life he was a gifted and 
tireless worker for such an Ireland, an 
Ireland worthy of the sacrifice given to 
achieve it and one that lived up the high 
idealism of the historic Republican 
Movement. The actions of the 26-County 
police evoked memories of the funeral of 
Frank Stagg and if anything were a 
testament to the power of a revolutionary 
idea over the seeming might of a corrupt 
and failed state. In life they feared Ó 
Brádaigh and the cause which he served 
and articulated with great skill, 
conviction and courage and in death they 
showed that the power of the ideals and 
ideas he espoused lived on with the same 
potency as before. 

“Ruairi Ó Brádaigh was one who 
lived fully according to the template of 
Republicanism set out by the United 
Irishmen. For him sectarianism was a 
weapon in the arsenal of the British State 
and one that must be countered as 
forcefully as any political or military 
threat posed by that same state. Along 
with his friend and comrade Dáithí O 
Conaill and other Republicans, he 
devised ÉIRE NUA as a means of 


e Part of the attendance entering the cemetery, many carrying the new 


making a reality of Tone’s dream of 
substituting the common name of Irish 
man and Irish woman for the 
denominations of Catholic, Protestant 
and Dissenter. The central thrust of EIRE 
NUA is the maximum devolution of 
power from national to provincial, 
regional, right down to local or 
community level. The Provincial 
Parliaments would be elected by the 
people of each province according to a 
system of proportional representation. 

“Unionists and Nationalists within a 
nine-county Ulster would have a real and 
meaningful input and control over the 
political, social, economic and cultural 
life of their province, regions and 
communities. Unlike the institutions set 
up under the Stormont and St Andrew’s 
Agreements, the governmental structures, 
set out in EIRE NUA, would be 
accountable only to the people who 
elected them. Under ÉIRE NUA the 
sovereignty of the Irish people is 
paramount. 

“As an alternative EIRE NUA offers 
a framework within which all sections of 
the Irish people are the decision-makers 
on the vital issues for their communities, 
their regions and their nation. 

“The people of Ulster within a free 
and Federal Ireland will make decisions 
affecting the people of a nine-county 
Ulster — they will not be dependent on the 
whim of a foreign parliament or 
government. 

“Speaking in University College 
Cork in January 2008, Ruairi O Bradaigh 
said: ‘We do not want to back the 
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Unionists on to a cliff-edge politically 
where they will oppose us all the more. 
Neither do we seek to have them as a 
permanent and disgruntled political 
minority in one corner of Ireland. 

“ ‘During the 1970s, soundings were 
taken with every shade of unionism to 
obtain reactions. The result in all cases 
was similar; first choice was an 
independent Six Counties. We did not 
think that would be viable. All said, in 
that case they would opt for our “four 
provinces idea” as the “most generous on 
offer”. 

“ ‘Apart from providing a solution to 

the Ulster situation, these proposals 
would bring power nearer to the people 
and help to correct east-west economic 
imbalance nationally. Republicans 
submit that such structures will be 
necessary to ensure justice for all, 
including the 18% of the national 
population who have supported the 
unionist position.” 
Tone had realised from the 
beginning that an effective union of the 
all the people of Ireland would be 
necessary to affect a revolution. As James 
Connolly pointed out in Labour in Irish 
History, what was required to bring about 
such a union of hearts and minds was: 
‘The activity of a revolutionist with 
statesmanship enough to find a common 
point upon which the two elements could 
unite, and some great event, dramatic 
enough in its character, to arrest the 
attention of all and fire them with a 
common feeling.’ The figure with the 
qualities set out by Connolly was Tone 
and the event capable of firing the people 
with a revolutionary fervour was the 
French Revolution. 

“ÉIRE NUA also proposes a new 
AllHreland constitution which would be 
put to the people of Ireland for adoption 
and which would include a Charter of 
Rights. A draft Charter of Rights 
contained within EIRE NUA enshrines 
such fundamental rights as freedom of 
conscience, religion, ethical or political 
beliefs; freedom of expression and 
communication, the right to education, to 
join a trade union, the right to access 
adequate housing, food and medical care. 
It is also proposed that the European 
Convention on Human Rights be made 
part of the internal domestic law of the 
New Ireland. In fighting back against the 
new imperialism of the finance capitalists 
of the EU superstate we carry an 
alternative social and economic 
programme SAOL NUA. Our social and 
economic programme SAOL NUA - A 
New Way of Life represents a vision of 
Ireland based on Republican, Socialist, 
Self-reliance and Ecological principles; it 
identifies the obstacles to be overcome 
and the goals to be reached if we are to 
build an All-Ireland Federal Democratic 
Socialist Republic 

“SAOL NUA 
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development: ‘The goal is human 
freedom. And in pursuing capabilities 
and realising rights, this freedom is 
vital. People must be free to exercise 
their choices and to participate in 
decision-making that affects their 
lives.” 

“EIRE NUA and SAOL NUA 
give us a blueprint for the future built 
on the sure foundation of true All- 
Ireland political and economic 
democracy. A New Ireland fashioned 
from the ideals of the 1916 
Proclamation and the Democratic 
Programme of the First Dail. As Liam 
Mellows reminded us we are back to 
Tone: ‘Our freedom must be had at all 
hazards. If the men of property will 
not help us they must fall; we will 
free ourselves by the aid of that large 
and respectable class of the 
community — the men of no property.’ 

“We have set out here what 
distinguishes Irish Republicanism 
from those who collaborate in the 
interests of British or EU imperialism 


against the Irish people. Because of 


this Irish Republicanism has 
throughout its history faced the ful 
brunt of British and later Free State 
repression. But all of their gallows, 
firing-squads, jails and internment 
camps could not and never wil 
quench the flame of true 
revolutionary Irish Republicanism. 
However the forces of the State have 
introduced a new and more insidious 


threat to Republicanism, one if 


unchallenged threatens to drive a 
wedge between Republicanism and 
the people of Ireland. Even those who 
would declare themselves as 
opponents of the revolutionary 


Republican tradition have admitted to 
a grudging respect for the idealism 
and integrity that underpins it. 
“Writing in the /rish Times on 
September 14, 2012 John Waters, 
whilst dismissing the organisations to 
which Bobby Sands and Patsy 
O’Hara belonged to in withering 
terms, still acknowledged: ‘there was 
something noble and redemptive’. 
Over the past number of years we 
have seen a plethora of groups 
emerge, a number of which have 
taken on the name of the historic Irish 
Republican Army. The emergence of 
groupings styling themselves as 
‘Republican’ who in reality are 
merely using that noble title to mask 
their real purpose of extortion and 
racketeering. In some cases such 
groupings masquerade as anti-drugs 
activists, posing as ‘champions of the 


community’. 
“These pseudo-Republican 
groups seek to control their 


communities through fear. Posing as 
revolutionaries but merely hiding the 
grim reality that the only war they 
wage is not one of national liberation 
but instead a war on the youth of their 
own communities. The forcing of a 
parent to present their son for a 
punishment shooting as happened in 
Derry is medieval and far removed 
from any ideal of progressive 
Republicanism. 

“The drugs’ gangs who peddle 
their wares in communities 
throughout Ireland and across all 
classes are enemies of the Irish 
people. The community and political 
activists who oppose them deserve 
our full and active support. However 
the pseudo-Republican groupings that 
take money from the drug dealers are 

no less parasitical than the drug 

dealers themselves. In many ways 

they are worse in that they leech 
from the communities they purport to 
defend — in effect they are drug 
dealers by proxy with the added insult 
of sullying the noble name of 
Republicanism in doing so. 

“The activities of these pseudo- 
Republican gangs have the potential 
to eat away like a cancer at the very 
eart of Irish Republicanism, leaving 
in their wake an empty husk with 
neither relevance nor credibility. Such 
groups have descended into a bloody 
feud with criminal gangs in a wasteful 
and futile exercise, which has already 
resulted in much needless death. 
Sadly the feuds and deaths which they 
ave led to do not contribute in any 
way to the historic fight for Irish 
freedom. The duty to halt this slide 
lies with those who claim the title 
deeds of Republicanism. We have a 
bounden duty to hold out against this 
hijacking of the Republican ideal; we 
must lead by example in ensuring that 
authentic Irish Republicanism 
continues to live in the hearts of the 
rish people. It is not enough to claim 
those title deeds without acting on 
them. To do so we in Republican Sinn 
Féin must ensure that a clear 
distinction can be made between what 
represents true Republicanism and 
those who instead provide a perverse 
and twisted parody of it. 

“We must look first to ourselves 
if we are serious about building a 
credible and effective opposition to 
the political and economic 
enslavement of the Irish people. 
There are those who believe that there 
is a short cut to this by creating a false 
unity, a so-called unity based on 
ignoring fundamental principle. To do 
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so is to build on sand and any 
movement built on such a foundation 
contains within it the seeds of its own 
fragmentation and division. We must 
instead concentrate our energies and 
focus our attention on building the 
Republican Movement into what 
Dáithí Ó Conaill described as its 
historic role: ‘It was the catalyst for 
the progressive forces of this country 
and abroad who desired the 
establishment of a sovereign, 
democratic, socialist Republic.’ 

“We must have confidence in 
ourselves and our own Movement 
and not rely on other groups or 
organisations who may on the surface 
provide a certain glamour and gloss 
but who lack the necessary 
ideological depth and commitment to 
the task of achieving our ultimate 
goal, the complete ending of British 
occupation and the re-establishment 
of the All-Ireland Republic of Easter 
Week. It is our duty to take up the 
torch of freedom and carry it forward; 
each person has a key role to play and 
must be willing to play it if we are 
serious about completing our noble 
task. 

“The political analysis provided 
by Republican Sinn Féin of the 
political trajectory of the current 
process of embedding British rule in 
Ireland has proven to be accurate. The 
very fact that the British Government 
and their surrogates in Stormont still 
rely on draconian laws, secret 
evidence and internment to protect 
their undemocratic statelet points to 
the abnormality of British rule and 


partition. The continued internment 
without trial of Martin Corey — 
justified by the British State on the 
basis of secret evidence — the 
continued attempt to criminalise 
Republican POWs — the repressive 
deployment of an armed colonial 
police force all illustrate for those 
who wish to see that the nature and 
reality of British occupation has not 
changed. 

“Our analysis is sound because it 
is based on the lessons of Irish 
history. Liberty, Equality and 
Fraternity are not to be found within 
the portals of Leinster House, 
Stormont or Westminster; they are to 
be found only by a revolutionary 
awakening of the Irish people to their 
own strengths and possibilities as a 
people and nation. Wolfe Tone was 
clear about this in his own day, he too 
rejected the puppet parliament of 
College Green, he recognised it as 
merely an agent of the English 
Government, an institution anchored 
in greed and corruption. 

“In words which are applicable to 
both partitionist states today he wrote 
of the Dublin Parliament in scathing 
terms: ‘The revolution of 1782 was a 
Revolution which enabled Irishmen 
to sell at a much higher price their 
honour, their integrity and the 
interests of their country; it was a 
revolution which, while at one stroke 
it doubled the value of every 
borough-monger in the kingdom, left 
three-fourths of our countrymen 
slaves as it found them, and the 
government of Ireland in the base and 


wicked and contemptible hands of 
those who had spent their lives in 
degrading and plundering her... The 
power remained in the hands of our 
enemies, again to be exerted for our 
ruin, with this difference, that 
formerly we had our distress, our 
injuries, and our insults gratis at the 
hands of England, but now we pay 
very dearly to receive the same with 
aggravation, through the hands of 
Irishmen.’ 

“The French Revolution armed 
the Society of United Irishmen with 
the ideological tools to formulate a 
democratic programme for a free and 
independent Irish Republic. Drawing 
on that rich tradition Irish 
Republicanism has remained truly 
international in character. Irish 
epublicans are not bound by the 
narrow vision of reaction and 
reformism but by the wide and 
embracing ideals of progress and the 
revolutionary possibility of all 
peoples. Our cause is the cause of 
humanity and in the words of the 
Proclamation of 1916: ‘...we pray 
that no one who serves that cause 
will dishonour it by cowardice, 
inhumanity, or rapine.’ 

“As we turn from this honoured 
place we should consider again the 
words of Theobald Wolfe Tone: ‘To 

break the connection with 

England, the never-failing 

source of all our political evils, 
and to assert the independence of my 
country, these were my objects. To 
unite the whole people of Ireland, to 
abolish the memory of past 
dissensions, and to substitute the 
common name of Irishman, in place 
of the denominations of Protestant, 
Catholic and Dissenter, these were 
my means.’ As Pearse puts it, ‘here 
we have implicit all the philosophy of 
Irish Nationalism’, the very definition 
of Ireland a nation. 

“I leave you with the words of 
Pearse spoken here one hundred years 
ago: ‘To that definition and to that 
programme we declare our adhesion 
anew; pledging ourselves as Tone 
pledged himself — and in this sacred 
place, by this graveside, let us not 
pledge ourselves to follow in the steps 
of Tone, never to rest, either by day or 
by night, until his work be 
accomplished, deeming it the 
proudest of all privileges to fight for 
freedom, to fight, not in despondency, 
but in great joy, hoping for the victory 
in our day, but fighting on whether 
victory seem near or far, never 
lowering our ideal, never bartering 
one jot or tittle of our birthright, 
holding faith to the memory and the 
inspiration of Tone, and accounting 
ourselves base as long as we endure 
the evil thing against which he 
testified with his blood.’ 

“An Phoblacht Abu.” 

Following the oration Tomás Ó 
Curraoin had harsh words to say 
regarding the (as usual) over-the-top 
policing of the parade and said that 
Republicans would not be intimidated 
or diverted from the task before them 
— the achievement of a 32-County 
Ireland. 

While the parade was in 
Bodenstown, members of the 26- 
County police seized the proceeds of 
the Republican Sinn Féin bookstall in 
Sallins. The money was later returned 
to members of the Officer Board. 
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Ruairi Ó Brádaigh, who died 
yesterday, was probably one of the 
most significant Republicans to exert 
nfluence on the Irish struggle, for total 
freedom from the British, over the past 
2ighty years. 

— JB Moffat, The Celtic League, 
June 6, 2013. 

Ruairi O Bradaigh, whose life- long 
zommitment to an interpretation of 
Irish republicanism was matched only 
oy the fervour with which he opposed 
any compromise of its principles, has 
lied aged 80. 

Des Dalton, his successor as 
oresident of Republican Sinn Féin, the 
party he founded in 1986, eulogised 
him last night as “a towering figure of 
Irish Republicanism in the latter half of 
the 20th century”. 

“He came to embody the very 
2ssence of the Republican tradition, 
setting the very highest standards of 
zommitment, duty, honour and loyalty 
to the cause of Irish freedom,” Mr 
Dalton said. 

— Irish Times, June 6, 2013, Peter 
Murtagh. 

Ó Brádaigh regarded himself as 
keeping alive pure Republicanism, 
nherited from the IRA of 1916. He 
remained committed to the 1921 
zonstitutional policy of refusing to take 
part in democratic politics until Ireland 
was reunited. He believed bitterly that 
Adams’s and McGuinness’s policy of 
using “the armalite and the ballot box” 
would perpetuate partition and keep 
‘the occupied six counties”, as he 
termed Northern Ireland (sic), inside 
the UK (sic). In 1986 Ó Brádaigh said: 
‘The armed struggle and sitting in 
parliament are mutually exclusive.” 

He regarded the IRA ceasefire of 
1996, the Good Friday (sic) agreement 
of 1998, the decommissioning of IRA 
weapons in 2006 and McGuinness 
decoming deputy first minister in a 
power-sharing government in Belfast in 
2007, with the Rev Ian Paisley as first 
minister, as total betrayal. 

— The Guardian, June 6, 2013, 
Obituary. 

In 1974, he testified in person 
defore the US Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations regarding the 
treatment of IRA prisoners in Ireland. 
He also had a meeting with prominent 
Irish-American congressman Tip 
O’Neill. The same year, the State 
Department revoked his multiple entry 


visa and have since refused to allow O 
Brádaigh to enter the country. 1975 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
documents describe Ó Brádaigh as a 
“national security threat” and a 
“dedicated revolutionary undeterred 
by threat or personal risk” and show 
that the visa ban was requested by the 
British Foreign Office and supported 
by the Dublin government. In 1997, 
Canadian authorities refused to allow 
him board a charter flight to Toronto at 
Shannon Airport. 

During the May 1974 Ulster 
Workers’ Council strike, Ó Brádaigh 
stated that he would like to see “a 
phased withdrawal of British troops 
over a number of years, in order to 
avoid a Congo situation”. 

http://theirishobserver.blogspot.ie/, 
June 8, 2013. 

RTE didn’t exactly cover itself in 
glory this past week when making 
passing reference to the death of Ruairi 
O Bradaigh on the Drivetime 
programme. 

It was agenda-driven journalism 
when the interviewer Philip Boucher- 
Hayes interrogated O  Bradaigh’s 
biographer about the life and times of 
the former Sinn Féin leader and chief 
of staff of the IRA. 

— The Clare Champion, June 11, 
2013, article by Joe O Muircheartaigh. 

Interrogation is fine — it’s good 
journalism in fact, and it’s true that ó 
Brádaigh was in the shadow of the 
gunmen for most of his life, given his 
unreconstructed Republicanism and 
his hard-line stance. 

This is all RTÉ and most other 
commentators have been interested in 
since O Brádaigh’s passing, with little 
or no mention made of his efforts in 
bringing about peace in Northern 
Ireland (sic), efforts, that if given a 
chance may have brought about a 
cessation of violence nearly a quarter of 
a century before any Good Friday 
Agreement came into being. 

It was all because of Feakle. A 
peace effort that was born in Feakle, 
but one that was effectively sabotaged 
by outside forces who railed against 
notion of negotiating with the IRA on 
the prospect of peace. 

— The Clare Champion, June 11, 
article by Joe O Muircheartaigh. 

It was the Feakle Talks of 
December 1974 that took place in 
Smyth’s Village Hotel. 

The talks were brought about 
because of a number of events in 1974. 
Violence had escalated at home and 
abroad that year — there were the 
Birmingham and Guilford bombings in 
Britain, the Dublin and Monaghan 
bombings, while the Sunningdale 
Agreement also collapsed. 

This was the backdrop, with Ó 
Brádaigh saying in an interview with 
this reporter 30 years later “let’s put it 
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on record, the fact is that everyone 
wants peace, but the difference is that 
different people have different terms”. 

Ó Brádaigh and Dr Arthur Butler, 
the Bishop of Down and Connor were 
two of the major players who went to 
Feakle to try and bring about peace. 

— The Clare Champion, June 11, 
article by Joe Ó Muircheartaigh. 

“If the talks at Feakle had been 
allowed to continue,” said Ó Brádaigh 
in 2004, “the intervening 30 years could 
have been a lot different. It’s the great 
‘what if’. Here we were getting to the 
heart of the thing with the people who 
had the say so. 

“It was one of the most open 
discussions that I ever had because it 
wasn’t propagandising or barging at 
each other in public or sound-bites. 
Feakle wasn’t given a chance — our 
attitude was that we were prepared to 
stay there for days. The clergy were the 
same,” he added. 

There should have been some 
mention of the above on the national 
broadcaster in the wake of Ó 
Bradaigh’s death. 

— The Clare Champion, June 11, 
article by Joe O Muircheartaigh. 

It is important to take this 
opportunity to bring some balance into 
the discussion surrounding the visit of 
the US President and his wife, given the 
almost unprecedented slobbering over 
the Obama family to which the nation 
has been exposed in recent days. 

— Clare Daly, Independent TD in 
Leinster House, June 19, 2013. 

The greatest irony of the visit was 
the protestations of President Obama 
in his speech about peace to children in 
Northern Ireland (sic), in which he 
stated the following: 

“To those who choose the path of 
peace, I promise you, the United States 
of America will support you every step 
of the way. We will always be a wind at 
your back.” 


Is the US President seeking the 
hypocrite of the century award? We 
must call things by their right names. 
The reality is that by any serious 
examination, this man is a war 
criminal. He has just announced his 
decision to supply arms to the Syrian 
opposition, including jihadists, which 
will fuel the destabilisation of the 
region, continue to undermine 
secularism and set back conditions for 
women... This is the man who 
facilitated a 200% increase in the use of 
drones which have killed thousands, 
including hundreds of children. 

— Clare Daly. 

The Taoiseach [26-County] has 
turned a blind eye to these activities. He 
spoke of the G8 summit being an 
opportunity to showcase Ireland. Is it 
not the case that he has showcased us 
as a nation of pimps prostituting 
ourselves in return for a pat on the 
head? We were speculating this 
morning about whether the Taoiseach 
would deck out the Cabinet in 
leprechaun hats decorated with stars 
and stripes to mark our abject 
humiliation. 

— Clare Daly. 

What steps will he [Enda Kenny] 
take to ensure no weapons destined for 
Syria will be transported through 
Shannon Airport in breach of our 
international duties as a neutral State? 
What steps will he take to showcase this 
country, not as a lapdog of US 
imperialism but as an independent 
nation with an independent foreign 
policy, one which takes a lead in 
international diplomacy to outlaw the 
use of drones, the favourite method of 
extermination of the Taoiseach’s friend, 
President Obama? 

— Clare Daly. 

He [Enda Kenny] said here last 
week that no arms ever came through 
Shannon Airport. How does he know 
that given that no investigations take 
place? In 2012, 548 US planes landed in 
Shannon Airport. How does he know 
what was on them if they were never 
examined? In reply to a parliamentary 
question, the Minister for Transport, 
Tourism and Sport revealed that 239 
civilian planes that landed in Shannon 
Airport sought permission because 
they were carrying munitions of war or 
dangerous goods on civilian aircraft. 
What steps will the Taoiseach take to 
intervene in this situation? 

— Clare Daly. 

Police reports said that the largest 
protest that day was organised by 
Republican Sinn Féin (RSF), with 30 
people taking part in a picket on the 
Falls Road. 

-- http://www.thedetail.tv, June 19, 
2013 by Barry McCaffrey. 

Senior executives at Anglo Irish 
Bank described the prospect of the 
bank being nationalised as “fantastic” — 


so that they could keep their jobs and 
become civil servants. 

The acting director of treasury 
John Bowe and colleague Peter 
Fitzgerald appeared delighted at thel 
prospect of the doomed bank being 
taken over by the State in further 
recordings from inside Anglo. 

Mr Bowe told Mr Fitzgerald that 
the other Irish banks didn’t have the 
money to buy Anglo — and the best-case 
scenario was nationalisation. 

In a recording of a phone 
conversation between the two on 
September 18, 2008, Mr Bowe told Mr 
Fitzgerald: “I don’t think we’re an easy 
sell to anybody...And the home interest 
should be there, except that they don’t 
have the financial standing themselves. 

“So, do I think it’s going to be 
possible to offload it [Anglo]? No, I 
don’t. What will it end up being? It 
could be breaking it up and selling it in 
individual books, it could be 
nationalisation, you know. That would 
be fantastic; if it was nationalisation 
we’d keep our jobs.” 

Mr Fitzgerald, who was the 
director of retail banking, replied: “It 
would be fantastic wouldn’t it?” 

— Irish Independent, June 25, 
2013, article by Paul Williams. 

Minister for Education Ruairi 
Quinn has reversed planned cuts to 
special needs supports following a 
public backlash. 

Mr Quinn later told RTE Radio he 
would have to find extra money in next 
year’s budget which “may involve 
reductions in pupil-teacher ratio or 
other measures”. 

— Irish Times, “Breaking News”, 
June 25, 2013. 

[The late Aengus] Fanning [then 
editor of the Sunday Independent] 
asked Nelson Mandela: “But what was 
your position, Mr Mandela, on 
decommissioning weapons? And what 
advice would you give Gerry Adams?” 

Mandela's mood turned suddenly 
steely. He looked seriously and sternly 
at Fanning. “My position, my position... 
my position is that you don't hand over 
your weapons until you get what you 
want...” 

The editors around the table were 
stopped in their tracks. Here was the 
other Mandela, unflinchingly gritty, 
never to be taken lightly, who 
commanded the respect of a huge 
revolutionary force inside and outside 
his prison cell. 

— Nelson Mandela, speaking to a 
small group of newspaper editors from the 
26 and Six Counties who had been invited 
to lunch with Mandela at Tony O'Reilly's 
home in Dublin's Fitzwilliam Square 
before delivering the annual Irish 
Independent /ecture at Trinity College in 
April 2000 at OReilly 5 invitation, quoted 
in the Belfast Telegraph, July 2, 2013, 
article by Ed Curran. 
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REPUBLICANS in New York and Ireland were 
iaddened to hear of the death of Paddy Reilly, 
Zavan and New York on May 27. 


Paddy was born in Feigh 
3ishop, Co Cavan to Katie and 
“homas Reilly. He was the third 
»f eleven children, five boys and 
ix girls. 

He left school at the age of 
4 and helped his father and 
alder brother Mickey on the 
arm. He emigrated to New York 
m January 21, 1958 and worked 
m elevators and maintenance 
vork. 

Paddy met his first wife, 
delen Murphy, whom he 
narried in 1966 and they had 
wo children, Kathleen and 
Jolm. Unfortunately Helen was 
dalled in a car accident on 
Ictober 25, 1987 in New York. 


Helen introduced Paddy to 
ohn Tully and Paddy and John 
pened their first business (a 


e Paddy Reilly 


bar) called Reilly & Tullys on 
Hillside Avenue in Jamaica, 
Queens in 1963. This was the 
first of many bars and 
restaurants for Paddy. 

Paddy married Angela on 
March 3, 1994. They went on to 


as well-known in South Armagh 
and Cavan as it is in New York 
due to Paddy and Angela’s 
legendary hospitality. 

Together they spent a lot of 
time visiting their family and 
friends in Ireland and enjoyed 
their second home in Mount 
Pleasant, Dundalk which they 
visited frequently. 

Paddy worked tirelessly 
helping people in many different 
ways. He created employment 
for many people, both Irish 
emigrants to New York and the 
people of New York. 

He was a member of many 
associations, including the 
Armagh Association of New 
York, the Cavan Association, 
Irish Northern Aid and many 
more. 


SAOIRSE extends deepest 
sympathy is extended to his wife 
Angela, his children Kathleen 
and Colm and to his extended 
family. 


CREAN, Deepest sympathy is 
extended to the family and friends of 
Pat Crean, Co Kerry. From Comhairle 
Ceantair Chiarraí, Sinn Féin 
Poblachtach and Comhairle na 
Mumhan. 

O BRADAIGH, The death of 
President Ruairí O Brádaigh is a great 
loss to the Irish people, for which he 
combatted and as to which he has 
devoted his whole life. He was one of 
the most prominent leaders. I offer my 
heartfelt condolences to his family and 
all his relatives, but also to all the 
officials and supporters of Republican 
Sinn Fein and all Irish Republicans 
fighting for the reunification of 
Ireland. From Pierre Poggioli, Corsica. 
O BRADAIGH, Deepest sympathy is 
extended to Patsy and to the entire O 
Bradaigh family on the sad passing of 
our leader and inspiration Ruairi. 
From the Republican Movement, the 
Republican Movement, Newry/South 
Down; the Executive of Cumann na 
mBan, Na Fianna Eireann, 
CABHAIR (Irish Republican 
Prisoners Dependants Fund); Des 
Dalton, Uachtarán Shinn Féin 
Poblachtach; the Ard Chomhairle, 
Sinn Féin Poblachtach; Comhairle 
Chonnacht, Comhairle Uladh, 
Comhairle na Mumhan, Comhairle 
Laighean; Comhairle Ceantair Ros 


Atha Cliath; 
Comhairle Ceantair Chiarraí; 
Comhairle Ceantair na Gaillimhe; the 
McNeela/Gaughan/Stagg Cumann, 
Mayo; the Maurice O’Neill Cumann, 
Cahersiveen, Co Kerry; the Wolfe 
Tone Cumann, Tallaght, Dublin; the 
Joe | Conway/Brendan Watters 
Cumann, Newry; the Larry Grogan 
Cumann, Drogheda, Co Louth; 
Donegal Republican Sinn Féin; the 
Charles Agnew Cumann, Armagh; the 
Thomas Harte Cumann, Lurgan, Co 
Armagh; the Daithi O Conaill 
Cumann, Monaghan; the Canon 
Maguire Cumann, Newtownbutler, Co 
Fermanagh; the Toner/Keenan 
Cumann, Derry; Belfast Republican 
Sinn Féin; the Willie Stewart Cumann, 
Dundalk, Co Louth; the Fagan/Allen 
Cumann, Meath; Kildare Republican 
Sinn Féin; the Padraig O Pearaill 
Cumann, Loch Garman; the 
Rafter/Mellows Cumann, Enniscorthy, 
Co Wexford; the — Costello/ 
Hurson/Daly Cumann, Westmeath; 
Republican Sinn Féin, Tipperary and 
Clare; Republican Sinn Féin, 
Wicklow, Kilkenny, Laois and Offaly; 
the Crossan/McManus Cumann, 
Cavan; the Shevlin/Ruane Cumann, 
Carlow; the Casey/McCreesh 
Cumann, Longford; Republican Sinn 
Féin, Leitrim and Sligo. 

O BRADAIGH, Deepest sympathy is 
extended to Patsy O Brádaigh and to 
the entire O Brádaigh family on the 


and family, Newry, Co Down; from 
Ollie and Georgina White; Newry; 
from Eddie, Dee, Nicola, Lisa, 
Tommy, Stevie. Nathan and Matt, 
Newry; Marie and Finbar Kissane and 
family; Josephine and Roisin Hayden; 
Lita Ni Chathmhaoil; Peig and Paddy 
King; the O’Dowd family, 
Knockadalteen, Co Roscommon. 

O BRADAIGH, Tá ana-bhron orm 
faoi bas Ruairi. Fior-Phoblachtanach 
den scoth. Ni fheicimid a leithéidh 
aris. Ar dheis lámh Dia go raibh a 
anam uasal. Séamus Mac Suain; Cris 
Ni Choisdealbha; A Diarmuid 
MacDubhghlais; Pádraig O Baoighill 
agus a chlann, Muineacháin agus Tir 
Chonaill. Ba mhaith le baill Ionaid 
Buail isteach na Gaeilge comhbhrón 
croí á dhéanamh, le clann agus 
comradaithe Ruairí O Bhrádaigh. Ta sé 
anois i measc na bhFinini agus na 
laochra go léir a chuaigh roimhe. 

O BRADAIGH, Condolences for the 
sad loss of Ruairi from me, a member 
of the Scottish Republican Socialist 
Movement. I can pass on blessings 
from the organisation at this difficult 
time for his friends and family. He was 
a true Republican and Celt who will be 
sadly missed. Laurence Morton, 
Scotland; sincere sympathy from 
Stephen Coyle, Donegal and Scotland. 
O’CONNOR, Deepest sympathy is 
extended to Patsy O Bradaigh and the 
O'Connor family on the death of her 
sister-in-law Mary O’Connor. 
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e Dilseacht.The Story of Comdt. General 
Tom Maguire and the Second (All-Ireland) 
Dáil. Ruairí O Brádaigh. PB only. €6.30. 


THE SHANKILL 
BUTCHERS 


A CASE STUDY OF MASS MURDER 


Urpean yet rerepetling and superbly 


¢ The Shankill Butchers. Martin Dillon. 
NOW €6. 


A LINK BETWEEN THE ? IC NATIONS 


No. 199 


Bering 2013 esoo steta.oo 


* Alastair Gray and the ~Calaahas” in 
Scatlaad 


© Produet e levies ~ 29 Years of Sacce 


e Carn. A link between the Celtic Nations. 
The magazine of the Celtic League 
Spring Edition 2013. €4 /£3. 


rœ >% 
CLO 


A IRISH FREEDOM PRESS 


ƏOAOIKSE 


Ĉire Nua 


A Dew Desomns 


e Eire Nua. A New Beginning. A study of 
the Irish Federal Solution for Peace, 
Dignity & Prosperity in a Free and 
United Ireland. Edited by Dominic 
Bruno & Matthew Costello. €15. 


ED MOLONEY 


VOICES 


FROM THE NO1, 


° Voices from the Grave (p/b) Ed Moloney. 
ell. 


The 
Amazon 
Journal 


of 


Roger 
Casement 


e The Amazon Journal of Roger 
Casement. Edited by Angus Mitchell. 
NOW €10 (one only). 


e Accepting the Challenge. The memoirs 
of Michael Flannery. Edited by Dermot 
O’Reilly with a Foreword by Ruairi O 
Brádaigh. HB €12.50, PB 9.50. 


ye 

BF-a Classic of its kind.” 
- ewe marrre 
LA 


e Holy Cross. The Untold Story. Anne 
Cadwallader. NOW €5 (one only). In 
September 2001 a group of loyalists 
attacked nationalist children on their way 
to Holy Cross primary school; for twelve 
weeks the children and their parents ran 
the gauntlet of verbal and physical abuse. 
Nationalists, loyalists teachers, police etc 
are all interviewed for the book. 


ANew>Perspective 


MICHAEL LAUBSCHER 


e Who is Roger Casement? A New 
Perspective. Michael Laubscher. NOW 
€10. 


BRA 


THE LIFE AND POLITICS 


OF AN 
IRISH REVOLUTIONARY 


e Ruairi Ó Brádaigh. The Life and Politics 
of an Irish Revolutionary. Robert W White. 
€27. 


GARVAGHY 


A Community Under Siege — 


e Garvaghy. A Community Under Seige. 
Based on the diaries of Residents. NOW €5. 
Nationalist residents on the Garvaghey Road 
in Portadown were imprisoned in their own 
homes for weeks during the marching 
season. In 1998 they refused to be corralled 
any more and organised opposition to 
“Orange feet on the Garvaghy Road”. The 
book is based on diaries kept by people of the 
Garvaghy area during July 1998. 


BRIAN HANLEY 
& SCOTT MILLAR 


e The Lost Revolution. The Story of the 
Official IRA and the Workers Party. By 
Brian Hanley and Scott Millar. NOW €15. 


e Post and packing extra. Send orders with cheques or postal orders only to Irish Freedom 
Press, 223 Parnell Street, Dublin 1, irishfreedompress@gmail.com for orders. 
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Biographer 
replies 


Achara . 

As the author of Ruairi O 
Brádaigh, the Life and Politics of 
an Irish Revolutionary (Indiana 
University Press, 2006), I take 
exception to Newton Emerson’s 
comment on June 8 that the book 
is ‘one of Irish history’s most 
extreme cases of over- 
biography’. The late Mr O 
Brádaigh is worthy of a “436- 
page tome” for several reasons. 
Ruairi O Bradaigh was the first 
person to serve as Chief-of-Staff 
of the Irish Republican Army, as 
President of Sinn Féin, and to 


have been elected (as an 
abstentionist) to Leinster 
House/Dail Eireann; sources 


suggest that only one other 
person has attained all three 
positions. In 1957, O Bradaigh 
was in prison for IRA-related 
offences when he was elected to 
the Dublin parliament. When he 
completed his sentence he was 
not released but interned. In 
1958, when he escaped from the 
Curragh, O Bradaigh became 
Chief-of-Staff and the first Sinn 
Féin TD “on the run” since the 
1920s. The man lived an 
interesting life. . 

Understanding Ruairi O 
Bradaigh’s politics is essential 
for understanding Provisional 
Irish Republicanism. Between 
1956 and 1983, Ruairi O 
Bradaigh spent more time on the 
IRA Army Council than any 
other person. He was Chairman 
of the 1970 “Provisional” Sinn 
Féin Caretaker Executive and 
served as Sinn Féin’s president 
from 1970 to 1983. Between 
1969 and 1983, Ruairi O 
Bradaigh arguably had more 
influence on Provisional Irish 
Republicanism than any other 
person. We cannot understand 
Gerry Adams and Sinn Féin 
today without understanding 
from whence they came. 

Even in death the authorities 
considered oO Bradaigh 
important; witness armed Gardai 
at the Sacred Heart Church and a 
riot squad in St Coman’s 
Cemetery. Newton Emerson 
suggests that Gerry Adams’ 
tribute (which was longer than 
“11 words”, by the way) 
displayed a “better grasp” of O 
Bradaigh’s historical 
significance than my biography. 
Perhaps Adams was brief 
because there are aspects of his 
relationship with Ruairi O 
Bradaigh that he does not want 
to admit? 

If Newton Emerson’s 
complaint is that 436 pages is too 
much too read, there is good 
news. O Bradaigh’s life and 
politics inform the documentary 
Unfinished Business: The 
Politics of “Dissident” Irish 
Republicans, which is found in 
the Irish Republican Movement 
Collection of Indiana University 
Purdue University, Indianapolis 
(IUPUI). 

Unfinished Business is open- 
access/online: 

http://ulib.iupui.edu/digitalsc 
holarship/video/UnfinishedBusi 
ness. I invite rish News readers 
to look at the biography, watch 
the documentary, and then make 
their own assessments of 
whether or not Ruairi O 
Bradaigh was and will remain 
historically significant. 

ROBERT WHITE 
(Robert White, Professor and 
Chair, Department of Sociology, 
Indiana University-Purdue 
University, Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
with a letter that featured in 
the Irish News on June 21, 2013 


in response to a comment 


by Newton Emerson. The Irish 
News, however, did not print the 


full letter, including — most 


important — the URL for the 
online documentary that is open 
access. The documentary, like 
the Irish Republican Movement 
Collection in general, is out 
there for students, scholars, and 
interested others to help them 
become informed and develop 
their own judgement on what 
happened between 1969 and 
today.) 


‘The 
Greatest 


Irishman 
Of our 
Time’ 


A Eagarthoir 

We came from every aird to 
pay tribute to Ruairi Uasal O 
Bradaigh at his funeral in 
Roscommon town. Our group 
from East Down joined in 
condoling with his dear wife and 
family. 

Following Requiem Mass in 
the Catholic Church, we made 
our way to the Church of Ireland 
cemetery adjacent to Páirc de 
hide. There we found the sacred 
enclosure polluted with State 
police and their vehicles. 

Iam in my 80s, and since the 
graveside was already 
surrounded by a large crowd, 
decided to rest on the roadside 
wall where I was greeted by 
several mourners, since I was 
clerically attired. Then a vulgar 
fellow addressed me and asked 
who was being buried. 

“The greatest Irishman o 
our time,” I replied. “Oh, 
thought it was some drug- 
dealer,” said he as he took to his 
heels. I called after him, giving 
my opinion of Free Staters, and 
he entered the cemetery and 
went on with his business. What 
this business was I leave to the 
judgement of your readers. 

Go mbeidh muid uilig dilis 
do gcuimhne ar gceannaire cróga 
agus ár gcara uasal. 

AN tATHAIR SEÁN Ó 
MAOL AOIDH 
An Dhún 


A state 
Which 
Mocks a 
Dead man 
Mocks 
Itself 


A chara 

“Any man’s death 
diminishes me. Because I am 
involved in mankind.” 

These are the words of the 
poet John Donne and some in the 
Irish government would do well 
to ruminate on them, 

When Ruairi O Brádaigh 
died earlier this week there were 


many and differing 
acknowledgements of his 
passing. 


Some praised him. Some 
condemned him and some in the 
media laced their obituaries with 
a tinge of mockery. 

It is always so — when a 
controversial and prominent 
figure dies the reaction to their 


- > 


e Some of the thugs wearing police bullet-proof vest at the 
funeral of Ruairí O Brádaigh, one of them waving an asp, 


an expandable baton made of 4040 high carbon steel: the 
modern version of a truncheon. 


death will always be 
controversial and contradictory. 

However, when the dust 
settles and the time for the 
funeral arrives even a man’s 
most bitter enemies will stay 


quiet and (metaphorically 
speaking) look away. 
Not so the Irish (sic) 


government which over the last 
twenty-four hours deployed 
police (including riot police) in 
large numbers at Ruairi O 
Brádaigh’s funeral. 

It was a move that caused 
obvious distress to the family 
and anger to those who came to 
mourn. 

What purpose was served, 
by this show of force for a dead 
man, is unclear. 

A state which tries to create 
mockery at the funeral of a dead 
man makes a mockery of itself. 

JB MOFFATT 
Director of Information 
The Celtic League 


Dedicated 
To the 


Cause 
A chara 

It was with sadness that I 
learned of the death of our Patron 
Ruairí O Brádaigh, a leader to all 
those who served the Republican 
cause alongside him. In his 
lifetime, he inspired many 
Republicans, young and old to 
stay on the path of true 
Republicanism. He did this by 
speaking to the people in their 
own terms, he did not condemn 
them for not speaking in their 
native tongue, he understood 
how powerful the British ruled 
Ireland, externally and internally. 
By trade he was a teacher, by 
nature he was a politician, from 
both professions he could have 
become part of the system and 
live in comfort. But in his heart 
he was an Irish Republican, true 
to the cause that rejects the 
system that outcasts the Irish 
people and their basic human 
rights. 

Personally I did not know 
Ruairí O Brádaigh, at the Ard- 
Fheis of °86 I believed in the 
Provisional leadership, so I 
stayed in the Mansion House that 
day. From then on I stayed with 
the Provisionals until the 
Stormont Agreement. On that 
Friday I saw the truth of the 


Provisional leadership, they were 
leading the Irish people down the 
path of anti-Irish imperialism. 
Ruairí O Brádaigh had been right 
in his predictions and I openly 
admitted it, I had been wrong. 
But Ruairí did not blame those of 
us in the grassroots, he was not 
that type of man, as was his way, 
he continued to encourage us to 
see the light, to cut away the lies 
of the Provisional leadership. 

Ruairí O Brádaigh was a 
leader that brought about 
bringing the Irish struggle to the 
world media, he stood brave and 
faced all that they could throw at 
him and both the British and the 
26-County administration and he 
did not flinch. Many 
Republicans can use the 
leadership that this man showed 
to continue the struggle. This 
can be the only real tribute that 
we can give to the memory of 
Ruairí O Brádaigh, that we 
continue his work for the Irish 
Republic. Rest in Peace, Ruairí, 
you have gone to your eternal 
rest, but your name will live 
forever along side, Wolfe Tone, 
Robert Emmet and James 
Connolly. 

MICHAEL ROONEY 
Mayo 
be 7 
Ruairí 
r 
r . 
O Brádaigh 
A chara 

On Wednesday, June 5, 2013 
Ireland lost a life-long 
committed Irish Republican, 
Ruairí O Brádaigh, at the age of 
80 years. Never once in those 
eighty years did Ruairi O 
Brádaigh waver from his deep- 
rooted belief that there is only 
one solution to the Irish political 
problem and that is the 
permanent removal of partition. 

Ruairí was never interested 
in self-promotion or financial 
gain from his life-long 
involvement with 
Republicanism. Twice in his life 
he shunned the easy path. He 
refused to participate in a 
watered-down government of a 
partial state while part of our 
nation is under siege by a foreign 
occupation. 

He understood first-hand the 
lack of commitment by the 
British government to seek a 
permanent path to everlasting 
peace in Ireland. His attempt to 
broker a deal with Unionists 


during the Provisional IRA 1975 
ceasefire was thwarted by the 
British in the form of deliberate 
leaks as well as the long-used 
tactics by Downing Street to 
break Republicanism rather than 
seek a lasting peaceful solution 
to the conflict. 

From the early seventies 
when he bitterly opposed 
Ireland’s entry to the EEC right 
up to his opposition to the “Good 
Friday” (sic) Agreement. Ruairí 
was not afraid to openly oppose 
the easy route. He did not fall for 
the promise of “30 pieces of 
silver”. 

Whatever the future holds 
for the “Good Friday” (sic) 
Agreement, remember that so 
much of what was jointly agreed 
upon has so far been reneged on 
to date. Time will tell if O 
Brádaigh was correct in his 
prediction that this agreement 
will inevitably fail as long as 
long as part of our nation is 
under foreign occupation. . 

On the other hand, Ruairi O 
Bradaigh was 100% correct with 
predictions he made in the early 
seventies about our entry into the 
“Common Market”. He foresaw 
that Ireland would become one 
of the most expensive and over- 
inflated societies in the western 
hemisphere. Look where we are 
at today. 

On Friday, June 6, 2013, 
reports from South Africa 
announced the deterioration of 
the health of another one of the 
20th century’s great rebel heroes, 


Nelson Mandela. Like O 
Brádaigh, Mandela bitterly 
opposed suppression of his 


people in a country ravaged by 
apartheid. 

Nelson Mandela was a 
revolutionary and indeed was 
denounced as a terrorist by his 
right-wing critics. Mandela spent 
27 years of his life incarcerated 
by the white supremacist pro- 
apartheid government of South 
Africa. He served his time in jail 
with dignity for a cause in which 
he truly believed in. Just like 
Ruairí O Brádaigh, Mandela 
never once compromised his 
deep principles. Unlike O 
Bradaigh, Nelson Mandela will 
pass through his life knowing 
that his sacrifices were worth 
making. 

South Africa is today a very 
different country to the one in 
which he was born. On the other 
hand, Ruairi O Bradaigh did not 


even get the respect or 
recognition of his former 
comrades who compromised 


their beliefs to participate in a 
hollow institution that is today 
under siege by the foreign 
powers of the troika. 

This past number of days 
couldn’t have exposed us more 
to the hypocrisy of our national 
Irish media and the antics of the 
Irish (sic) government. Our 
mainstream media, with great 
shame, all but ignored the death 


of Ruairi Ó Brádaigh except of 
course for the minor disturbances 
that took place at his funeral 
which were provoked by the 
presence of our police force 
under orders to show up in force 
dressed in highly-provocative 
riot gear. 

This was our justice 
minister’s idea of saluting a true 
Irishman who has carried on the 
beliefs of Sean Mac Diarmada 
and his comrades who sacrificed 
their young lives so that future 
occupants of Leinster House 
could enjoy the glory and spoils 
of its institutionalised prosperity. 

At the same time, RTE in 
particular, devoted several 
minutes in its newscasts as well 
as other shows in the premature 
rush to prosper on the pending 
death of Nelson Mandela. 

Until we challenge and seek 
the removal of the tainted mist 
from the eyes of our national 
media spokespeople, Ireland will 
never progress or attain its 
rightful global position as a true, 
sovereign Irish Republic. i 

Rest in peace, Ruairi O 
Bradaigh. . 

SEAN McGLOIN 
Kinlough, Co Leitrim 


Ruairi 

O Brádaigh: 
The soldier, 
The man 


A man of true greatness 

Yet a humble man was he 

A soldier who showed great 
courage 

He refused to go on bended 
knee. 


He stood up for the people 
He was the truthful voice 
The man he knew that 
freedom 

Could never have a price. 


His mother named him 
Ruairí 
His comrades called him 
great 


His gave his life to Ireland 
He opposed the Crown and 
corrupted State. 
The man was for 
breaking 

His dream was liberty 

He knew our road to 
freedom 

Was unbroken continuity. 


not 


-ea so ET 


Now the angels they have 
called him 

To sail heaven’s cloudy tide 
So he can look upon us 

Past comrades by his side. t 


i 
The man embodied Ireland b 
He never brought it shame f 
He didn’t do it for his ego r 
He didn’t do it for the fame. a 
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Fenian Notes 


From our Washington Correspondent 


UAIRI Ó Brádaigh kept the faith, 
Re Republican faith, as well as 

ny Irish Republican who ever 
lived and will be missed by every true 
Republican. What a contrast to the 
leaders of the Irish Free State since 
Partition I, 1922 and Partition II, 1998, 
who were political prostitutes to the 
British. 

Ruairi believed in the Republicanism 
from the United Irishmen of 1798 to the 
present day adherents of that mantle, his 
own Republican Sinn Féin. His 
Republicanism did not deviate or 
compromise its principles. 

The media try to portray him as a 
man who believed only in physical force 
but he was a man who along with his 
fellow Republican Dáithí Ó Conaill set 
out a peace plan for all of Ireland in the 
EIRE NUA federal solution to Partition. 
All the other parties embrace only the 
status quo. 

To Ó Brádaigh physical force had to 
be an option, but he was prepared to 
explore other means and sought 
initiatives that would lead to a solution 
that would give guarantees to all the 
traditions of Ireland. What we have today 
in Ireland is a continuation of the 
division constructed by the British and 
no solution, only a surrender to the 
enemy. 

Ruairi Ó Brádaigh led the quest for a 
solution way back in 1974 with the 
Feakle Talks meant to bring peace and 
justice to Ireland by negotiating a British 
withdrawal. It would have worked if 
outside forces had kept their distance, but 
there were too many with vested interests 
in the status quo. 

Feakle was a major effort by 
Republicans and Protestant clergy to 
bring about a long-term solution that 
would end violence. The Free State felt 


threatened by this since that statelet’s 
leaders had done nothing to end Partition 
and had no intention of doing do. Their 
interference prolonged the war in the Six 
Counties. 

The Republicans showed good faith 
with a truce in order to work with those 
who cared about a solution and engaged 
in legitimate negotiations. Those who 
interfered with Feakle were the true men 
of violence. 

Ó Brádaigh had ideas and was open 
to the proposals of his enemies as long as 
they were legitimate. The goal of Feakle 
was a British withdrawal and the British 
were expressing interest but Dublin 
panicked and was more an enemy of 
peace than the British. 

The Republican Movement was in a 
position of strength in 1974 and you 
negotiate from a position of strength. It 
was not like the surrender of Adams’ 
Provos in 1998 who were in a position of 
weakness because their surrender to the 
British was unilateral and they had to 
take what was offered. 

Ó Brádaigh and his group had the 
upper hand and a plan. They wanted the 
best for all Ireland while the Adams’ 
crowd wanted what was best for them 
personally. They accepted a bit of power 
as long as they followed the continuation 
of Partition. 

Negotiations in 1974 were done 
from a Republican perspective, while 
those in 1998 were done from a Free 
State and British perspective by those 
rejecting Republican principles. Feakle 
would have been a legacy while Good 
Friday was a disgrace. 

Ruairi Ó Brádaigh created a solid 
core of Irish American support for the 
Republican cause prior to the Feakle 
Talks. He sold the idea of a 32-County 
Ireland as the only long-term solution to 


the Irish American Community and the 
United States Congress. 

Ruairi became a threat to the Dublin 
government through his efforts in the 
United States in the early 1970s. His 
testimony before the US Congress about 
human rights violations by the Dublin 
government was an eye-opener for many 
in Congress who believed only the 
British were guilty of human rights 
violations in Ireland. 

Members of the Free State Embassy 
who sat in the audience at those hearings 
were enraged by his testimony which 
they had tried to stop by appealing to the 
sub-committee chairman before the 
hearing and failed because their 
interference raised eyebrows. 

HAT action was a bad day for 

| Dublin who now had to defend 
themselves to Congressmen who 
demanded to know why they were 
mistreating their own people. Even 
Congressmen who would later oppose 
the Republican Movement were taken 
aback by his testimony. 

The Majority Leader, Tip O’`Neill, 
met with Ó Brádaigh to discuss what 
Dublin was up to. He told the Irish leader 
that he had good relations with the Irish 
Embassy and they came to his annual St 
Patrick’s Day party. Tip wanted to know 
if it was possible for Ruairi and his party 
to work with Dublin and jointly oppose 
the British. Unity of action made sense 
to O’Neill. 

Ruairi diplomatically pointed out 
that this could not happen because 
Dublin was not committed to a British 
withdrawal. O’Neill was perplexed. He 


mentioned as an example the Jewish 
American Community and how all the 
American organisations worked hand-in- 
hand with the Israeli government in 
unity. 

Ó Brádaigh agreed it would be ideal 
if all the Irish in America and Ireland 
worked as one because the British could 
not withstand the political pressure. He 
informed the Majority Leader that his 
presence and testimony was proof that 
Dublin was not interested in a British 
withdrawal. 

O’Neill said he was going to 
confront the Irish Ambassador about this 
and suggest all come together. His heart 
was in the right place but he was ignorant 
of the deviousness of Dublin. All over 
the United States where Ó Brádaigh 
spoke and met the press, he was well 
received. 

The efforts of the Sinn Féin 
President caused a political war with the 
Free State government. They complained 
to the State Department that he was a 
threat to their government and should not 
be allowed to poison the American Irish 
against Dublin. 

The State Department proceeded to 
revoke his visitor’s visa to the United 
States at the request of the Dublin 
government for purely political reasons 
and this was seconded by the British. O 
Bradaigh would never be allowed back 
into the United States. 

While he was here the press tried to 
trap Ruairi into talking about the IRA the 
campaign against the British presence in 
the Six Counties but he parried their 
thrusts and kept to his political solutions 
and how the Irish in America could help 
put pressure on Congress to get the 
British to make a declaration of intent to 
leave Ireland at a reasonable time. 

Because of his success, Dublin was 
forced to allocate a budget to battle the 
efforts of the US Irish. They would get 
surrogates to act for them. They could 
only do this if Ó Brádaigh was banned 
from the United States. One by one, they 
could not defeat his efforts. 

At the end of his visit, O’Neill tried 
to be the peacemaker and held a 
Congressional reception in honour of O 


Bradaigh and two other Irishmen who 
were lobbying in Washington, Frank 
McManus and Bishop Thomas Drury. 
Close to 100 members of Congress 
showed up and also Senator Barry 
Goldwater. 

This was unprecedented. If you can 
get 10 Congressmen to a reception it is 
considered good but this was off the 
charts. O’Neill invited all of the Free 
State Embassy. A few showed but were 
there to spy and report back. One got 
drunk and revealed the concern of 
Dublin, who was going to retaliate. 

Think if Ruairi O Bradaigh could 
have visited America regularly what he 
could have done. In a short time he had 
gotten through to tens of Congress. His 
success was based on the fact that he was 
telling the truth and he was believed by 
the Irish community and by most 
members of Congress that he spoke to. 

Ruairi believed in his and Ireland’s 
cause and the sincerity came through that 
he spoke the truth. His cause was strong 
and right and he never exaggerated. Irish 
Republicanism was right and needed 
only to be spelled out. 

His dedication cannot be surpassed 
by anyone or his commitment. He was a 
friend, colleague and a hero to many of 
us who got to know and work with him. 
He stands tall with the other great 
Republicans. His purity of belief in the 
Republican principles never wavered. 
Others sold out, but he could not be 
bought. 

E has passed the standard to his 
Hes Des Dalton who need 

only follow in his footsteps and 
his legacy will carry on. He has the 
support of true Republicans on this side 
of the Atlantic. The road will be tough. 
Ruairi once said to me, “The right 
path will win in the end” and the right is 
the pursuit of uncompromised Irish unity. 
His pursuit has shamed the sellouts and 
the traitors and they are legion. 
His long march with Republicanism 
is only matched by his life’s love and 
partner, his wife Patsy, to whom heartfelt 
condolences are given as well as to his 
family. 

— Peadar Mac Fhinin 


Ruairi O Bradaigh — Cuimhneachan 


ANYONE who has ever navigated the ocean sea understands 
he importance of the North Star, that constant in the 
irmament, which enables the sailor, ideally with the assistance 
of a sextant, to know the latitude of his travels. There are very 
ew such constants in the human experience. 


Every once in a great while, a man 
merges whose example is as constant as 
he North Polar Star, in spite of the 
slings and arrows of outrageous 
ortune”. . 

Ruairi O Brádaigh was there 
hroughout the second half of the 
wentieth century, and on through his last 
reath on June 5, 2013 into the twenty- 
irst, reminding through example, of the 
ectitude of the men and women of 1916, 
nd of their Easter Monday 
’roclamation of the Irish Republic. 

Respecting the democratic will of 
he people as expressed in the 1918 
seneral election (a virtual national-self 
letermination plebiscite), which elected 
leputies and then formed An Chéad Dail 
sireann, which assembly, without 
oreign let or hindrance, pledged its 
llegiance to the Irish Republic 
roclaimed in 1916, and then, following 
he American example of July 4, 1776, 
leclared, to a candid world, the 
ndependence of that Irish Republic. 
Auairi also pledged his allegiance to that 
All-Ireland Irish Republic. 

As an educator himself, Ruairi 
derstood that an electorate, like a 
onscience (or, as above, a navigator), is 
mly a reliable guide when properly 
nformed. 

Even though the Irish Republic of 
916 had been driven underground by 
outrageous fortune” and replaced, de 
acto, with a 26-County neo-colonial 


State, and the Six-County “Occupied 
Ireland” statelet, he, in part inspired by 
the example of his own father, and in 
part by Ireland’s old tradition of 
nationhood, not unlike Padraig Pearse, 
determined at a very early age, to a life 
of service to restore Ireland to its place 
among the nations of the world, to bring 
about the realisation of the bright dream 
of 1916. 

Beginning his public life in 1950, he 
consistently set the example of loyalty to 
that ideal. Working secretly (beginning 
in the IRA in 1951), as well as in the 
open, he set the example, and preached 
only the gospel of Tone, of Emmet, of 
Rossa, and of Pearse. Ruairi’s devotion 
to duty was single-minded and with 
steely determination, but his persona was 
generally a most charming and 
persuasive exterior. 

He seemed to know everyone, and 
everyone seemed to know him. There 
was mutual respect, understanding and 
genuine affection between Ruairi and so 
many real people. Ruairi always seemed 
to be on duty; he was always the 
brilliant, eclectic and charming, but 
respectful, conversationalist; yet there 
was never a wasted word. 

What was at work for Ireland were 
two teams: privately, Ruairi and Patsy; 
publicly Ruairi Ó Brádaigh and Dáithí Ó 
Conaill. O Brádaigh and O Conaill were 
the intellectual dynamic duo of the Irish 
Republic (assisted by Seán O Brádaigh, 


publicity director who had an uncanny 
ability to advise on how to avoid virtual 
landmines). These men would have 
Ireland, as Pearse said of O’Donovan 
Rossa, “not Free merely, but Gaelic as 
well, not Gaelic merely, but Free as 
well”. 

While they were the intellectual 
leaders of the Irish Republican 
movement, they were not prideful of 
their position, but rather were 
continuously seeking input from a 
variety of others. O Bradaigh and O 
Conaill led other Irish Republicans in 
defence of Ireland’s old tradition of 
nationhood, in opposition to all foreign 
attempts (English, Soviet, or otherwise) 
to control the Republican movement, or 
to violate Irish neutrality. 

EIRE NUA is an intellectual tour de 


force; while it seems simple enough, it 


is the result of slow and deliberate 
research and discussion. It is a 


revolutionary departure from the 
capitalist and socialist foreign systems, 
which, sooner or later, fail to deliver the 
promised joy. While Ruairi Ó Brádaigh 
deserves to be remembered for a variety 
of things, including his physical courage 
as a military leader, the EIRE NUA plan 


may be among his most lasting 
contributions. 
Ruairi oO Bradaigh was 


exceptionally mindful of “Ireland’s 
exiled children in America” and of their 
potential to assist the Cause of Irish 
Freedom. He testified before a 
committee of the United States Senate, 
and lobbied the Congress. He travelled 
extensively, building the morale of, 
listening to, and advising the “Yanks” 
who wished to make a meaningful 
contribution. 

While the corpus of Irish Republican 
ideology, the definition of Freedom, may 
be found in the words of Tone, Emmet, 
Lalor, Mitchel, Rossa and Pearse, the 
teaching and the example of Ruairi O 
Bradaigh has provided us with the 
instrument to measure, with great 
accuracy, the present degree of orthodox 
adherence to the Fenian Faith. 

Like Mike Flannery, founder of 
Cumann na Saoirse Náisiúnta, who was 
‘out’ with his older brother in 1916, and 
who fought in the Irish War for 
Independence, and in the Second 
Defence of the Republic, Ruairi (0) 
Brádaigh, with the blessing of 
Commandant-General Tom Maguire, the 
last surviving member of the Second 
Dáil Éireann, and other associations, 
provides continuity within the Irish 
Republican movement. 

It is fortunate that the stature of 


Ruairí Ó Brádaigh, who could never be 
purchased nor intimidated, has been 
recognised by a number of serious 
writers and historians — today’s Ireland, 
as well as future generations, will be in 
their debt; we will mention only three: J. 
Bowyer Bell, The Secret Army: The IRA 
1916; Ed Moloney, A Secret History of 
the IRA (former Northern Editor of The 
Irish Times and the Sunday Tribune); 
Robert W White, Ruairi Ó Brádaigh: 
The Life and Politics of an Irish 
Revolutionary (Dean of the Indiana 
University School of Liberal Arts and 
Professor of Sociology at Indiana 
University-Purdue University, 
Indianapolis). 

While we are all saddened that 
Ruairi has been taken from us, in the 
words of Padraig Pearse, speaking of 
Jeremiah O’ Donovan Rossa, ‘we should 
be ‘in exaltation of spirit that it has been 
given to us to come ... into so close 
a communion with that brave and 
splendid Gael.’ Ruairi’s death on June 
5 is doubly significant: June 5 is the 
birthday of another great Irish 
patriot/revolutionary, James Connolly; 
also, June 5 is the anniversary of the 
great Irish victory at the Battle of 
Benburb (1646). If he couldn’t remain 
with us, then at least he had the 
opportunity, in Heaven, of observing 
June 5 in the company of the likes of 
James Connolly and of Eoghan Ruadh 
Ui Néill — “Owen Roe.” 

Ar dheis lamh Dé go raibh a anam 
uasal. 

Cumann na Saoirse Náisiúnta, 
Stait Aontaithe Mheiricea. 

Liam O Murchadha, do scri. 


DUUL SE-LI LST I TEEUUINE — LULU JULY LUIJ à 


6 FELLOW delegates, I have to say 
this, and I said this in Strokestown 
when we had our Comhairle 

meeting there on September 14. 

There’s a total contradiction in this 

discussion, in fact, the discussion is 

totally out of order if this constitution 
of Sinn Féin means anything. 

Because it says there that no person who 
approves or supports candidates going into 
Leinster House, Stormont or Westminster shall be 
admitted to membership or allowed to retain 
membership, and yet on this floor we have plenty 
of resolutions proposing to go into Leinster House 
and indeed some of them proposing to go into 
Westminster and Stormont as well because they 
want abstentionism ended altogether. The 
constitution has been, and is being, flouted and 
has not been made effective. 

The first step was to remove that article, have 
a year’s discussion and come back the following 
year and make the necessary changes. Instead, it’s 
all telescoped and I would submit that it’s totally 
out of order. Number two, the resolution that 
proposes, when strong enough, a 32-county 
constituent assembly, to be joined there by other 
revolutionary forces, is a re-affirmation of the 
fundamental principles of our constitution a and 
b. 

And it says here, and this is a document 
which I take seriously, because I’ve worked on it 
for many, many years, and for many Ard- 
Fheiseanna in between, and it says first the 
allegiance of Irish men and Irish women is due to 
the sovereign Irish Republic proclaimed in 1916. 
It doesn’t say that we go into Leinster House or 
Stormont or Westminster. 

The fundamental principle, that everything is 
a tactic, but outstanding on this document it says 
it’s a fundamental principle, but secondly that the 
sovereignty and unity of the Republic are 
inalienable and non-renunciable. In other words, 
they can’t be given away and are not a matter for 
reconsideration. They are absolute. 

We were told last night that we can agree to 


e Ruairi Ó Brádaigh at the 1986 Ard- 
Fheis. 


disagree on fundamentals, how in the name of 
heavens can we do that? If there are fundamentals 
there we either accept them as in the constitution 
or we go another road and we disagree with them. 
Now [motion] 162 is clearly a departure from 
those two basic principles enshrined in our 
constitution and there’s no proposal on the floor 
of the Ard-Fheis to do away with that. How can 
those two principles stand while proposals to go 
into Leinster House or any of these other places 
stand at the same time? They will not fit in the 
one house. 

Further, the resolution from Roscommon 
proposes to re-assemble the constituent assembly, 
an all-Ireland parliament. 

And I want to ask the Ard-Fheis this, where 
are our revolutionary socialists, how do you 
expect to build a democratic socialist republic out 
of Leinster House? How can serious social 
change come out of Leinster House? How can the 
fundamental change in property relations come 


RUAIRI O BRADAIGH’S ADDRESS 
TO THE 1986 ARD-FHEIS 


out of Leinster House? No way can it do that. 
What we are asked to do today is to tip the scales 
that little bit in favour of parliamentary, 
constitutional and reformist action. 

What about Stormont and Westminster? If 
you raise that yov’ll be told they’re not an issue. 
But naturally people want to know what’s down 
the road. Are they in doubt or are they also for 
consideration in due course. People want to know 
and they want to know now, and they have not 
been told. 

A few years ago, if you mentioned about 
Leinster House you were told you were raising 
bogey-men. Did you want to make accusations? 
Did you want to make charges? What were you 
talking about? And then suddenly it all collapses 
on it. 

The courts have been mentioned, the courts 
were always a tactic in capital charges, in test 
cases and when permitted by the military 
authority of this movement to do so. They were 
never a principle. 

With regards to Councils, Sinn Féin has 
always been in the Councils and that is as near as 
to the enemy system that we dare to go. Sitting in 
Leinster House is not a revolutionary activity. 
Once you go in there, you sign the roll of the 
House and accept the institutions of the State. 
Once you accept the Ceann Comhairle’s rulings 
you will not be able to do it according to your 
rules. 

You will have to go according to their rules 
and they can stand up and gang up on you, and 
put you outside in the street and keep you outside 
in the street. 

John A Murphy was quoted here today. 

Pd like to quote Dick Walsh, political 
correspondent of The Irish Times last Thursday. 
He said about us, “The party is struggling with its 
own contradictions, if its delegates this weekend 
give adequate support that their candidates should 
take their seats in the Dail,” he calls it, “they will 
whether they say so or not, be recognising the 
legitimacy of the Oireachtas and as a direct and 
inescapable consequence of that the illegitimacy 
of any force other than the army, the Free State 


army, claiming to wage war on behalf of the Irish 
people.” 

I will not accept the Free State Army. The 
media, the Jrish Times on August 30 said, 
wherever it got its information, in a leading article 
“There’s a considerable body of support within 
the Provisional movement (as they called it) for 
entering parliament,” and then went on to say it is 
the only road forward. The Jrish Press in an 
editorial on October 20 said “Politicians may 
object to sitting down with these terrible people, 
but, after all, isn’t it a small price to pay to 
enmesh them in the constitutional system.” 
They’re very clear as to what’s happening. 


The destabilisation of the state, we are told, 
will result and the Movement will be 
strengthened. Always has it been otherwise, every 
time has it been otherwise, the Movement 
suffered and the State was strengthened. Four 
times since 1922 it happened, all ended in failure 
and ended ultimately in the degradation and 
shame of collaborating with the British, of 
handing over our political prisoners to them and 
running counter to what they originally set out to 
do. 

A chairde, I put it to you this way, we have 
not been wrong for 65 years, we have not been 
wrong for all those 70 years — we have been 
right and we should continue to be right. I ask you 
to reject 162 and to accept 184, and, in God’s 
name, don’t let it come about that tomorrow, the 
next day or the day after, that Haughey, 
FitzGerald, Spring, and those in London and 
Belfast who oppose it so much, can come out and 
say, ‘Ah, it took 65 years, but we have them at 
last,’ and those in Leinster House who have done 
everything, the firing squad, the prison cells, the 
internment camps, the hunger strike, the lot, and ||" 
weren't able to break this movement, that they 
can come and say at last we have them toeing the 
line. It took us 65 years but they come in from the |i, 
polls, they come in from the wilderness and we |/h 
have them now. v 


a= m 


AGC FoR os HO Sie 


Never, that’s what I say to you — never.’ 


International tributes to Ruairi O Bradaigh 


THE following 
nternational tributes 
vere received through 
he International Affairs 
3ureau: 

‘rom Cumann na_ Saoirse 
Naisiunta in the United States: 

It is with a deep sense of loss 
nd profound sadness that 
Sumann na Saoirse Naisiunta 
eports the death of Ruairi O 
3radaigh on June 5. 2013. 
uairi, a Patron and former 
*resident of Republican Sinn Féin 
vas a lifelong Irish Republican, 
vho dedicated his life to preserve 
he Irish Republic proclaimed by 
radraic Pearse in 1916 and 
anctified by the blood of the 
‘xecuted martyrs of the 
ubsequent Easter Rising. 
Ruairi will be remembered by 
tis friends and foes alike as a 
earless, steadfast, dependable and 
onest man whose word was his 
ond. Unlike so many of his 
ontemporaries he was 
ncorruptible and immune to the 
ure of the Kings shilling. 

Ar dheis láimh Dé go raibh 
nam uasal — Ni bheidh a leithéid 
nn go deo aris. 

‘rom Massimiliano Vitelli on 
vehalf of the Irish Republican 
\ctivists and supporters in Italy: 
egli ideali in cui credeva la 
ua ragione di vita) Un 
ombattente, un rivoluzionario, un 
epubblicano irlandese che non si 
mai piegato di fronte alle 
lifficoltà e che non ha mai ceduto 
facili compromessi. 


Conoscerlo ed aver avuto il 
privilegio di confrontarmi con lui 
è stato un grande onore. Ruairí, 
esempio di onestà, credibilità e 
senso del dovere, ci ha lasciato 
un’eredita importante: le linee 
guida per arrivare all unità e alla 
libertà dell'Irlanda. 

Noi del Republican Sinn Féin, 
seguendo le indicazioni del nostro 
presidente Des Dalton, 
continueremo a percorre il 
cammino da lui tracciato, fino al 


raggiungimento di tutti gli 
obiettivi. 
From Irlandinformation in 
Sweden: 


Stor sorg idag. 

Ruairí O Bradaigh har lämnat 
oss. 80 år gammal. 

Ruairí var en legend. IRA 
Chief of Staff under långa 
perioder. Mycket kommer att 
skrivas om denne man kommande 
dagar. Idag är det dock bara sorg. 
Flera av oss har personliga minnen 
av honom. Senast 2010 besökte 
han Sverige. 

From Breizh (Brittany): 

Back from abroad, I am 
appalled to learn that comrade 
Ruairí O Brádaigh has passed 
away. I wish to pay personal 
tribute to this indefatigable 
advocate of national sovereignty 


and of the unity of Ireland 
JP Barrois, Breizh 
From Quebec: 

A chomradaithe/Chers 


camardes, 

It is with deeply sadness that 
the republicans independantists of 
Québec have learned of the death 


of Ruairi Ó Bradaigh, Republican 
Sinn Fein’s Patron. His 
unrelenting battle and hope for a 
united Republican Ireland remains 
a model of resistance to all peoples 
struggling for the liberation of 
their country under imperialist 
occupation. 

The Republican National 
Committee wishes to add its voice 
to freedom fighters in order to 
honour the memory of one of 
Ireland’s greatest leaders of our 
times. Our thoughts are with our 
comrades of the Republican Sinn 
Féin. 

We would like to extend our 
profound condolences and sincere 
sympathy to the O Brádaigh 
family. 

Ar dheis de go raibh a anam 
dilis. 

Danièle Fortin, 

Comité national républicain 

(Republican National 

Committee) 

Montréal, Québec 

From Libération Irlande — 
France N 

Eloge de Ruairí O Brádaigh 

(02 octobre 1932 — 05 juin 2013) 

Nous apprenons ce soir le 
décès de Ruairí O Brádaigh, 
survenu hier à Phôpital de 
Galway. Il y a peu de temps, nous 
avions publié une photo de ce 
grand sage et grand 
révolutionnaire à loccasion de 
son 80è anniversaire. Nous 
aimions et respections 
énormément cet homme. Nous ne 
voulons pas résumer ici sa vie et 
son oeuvre au service de la 


libération de l'Irlande et de son 
peuple, et au service de 
Vémancipation humaine en 
général, mais ils ont été immenses, 
continus et sincères. 

Pour notre groupe, Libération 
Irlande, il représentait un point 
d’ancrage à la fois théorique et 
“affectif? dans notre rapport à 
distance à cette idéologie 
révolutionnaire. Il faut que dans 
les esprits des francophones, le 
républicanisme irlandais soit 
symbolisé par son nom qui n’est 
pas si connu, et plus par celui des 
renégats qui lest trop. Nous 
adressons nos condoléances à son 
épouse Patsy et à toute sa famille. 

Au camarade bien aimé et 
infiniment respecté, Ruairi Ó 
Brádaigh, un salut fervent. 

An Phoblacht Abú! 


From the Basque Country: 
Ante la muerte del republicano 
irlandés Ruairí O Brádaigh 
SORTU se entristece al tener 
conocimiento del fallecimiento del 
histórico republicano irlandés 
Ruairí Ó Brádaigh. La Izquierda 
Abertzale recuerda su relación con 
él durante su presidencia y 
participación en la dirección del 
SF y quiere homenajear su 
participación en el movimiento 
republicano. A pesar de las 
divergencias que pudiéramos tener 
sobre los análisis de la situación, 
rendimos honor a este republicano 
irlandés. 
Area da Internacional de 
SORTU 
Euskal Herria 7 de junio de 


2013 
From Martin Longwill on behalf 
of comrades in Australia: 

The James Connolly 
Association Australia wish to 
extend our deepest sympathy to 
the family, friends and comrades 
of the late Ruairí O Brádaigh, 
particularly to his wife, children, 
grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 

The position he held that day 
was correct, and the position he 
has held from that day, from the 
beginning, and to the end of his 
life, has proven to be correct. 
From the Turkish organisation 
Halk Cephesi 

Basta Ruairí O Brádaigh ’in 
ailesi ve sevdiklerine olmak üzere, 


İrlanda Cumhuriyetçi. Sinn 
Fein’deki dostlarımız ve İrlandalı 
Kardeş Halkına. 


On behalf of the International 
Platform against Isolation, we 
want to express our condolences 
to all friends and family members 
of comrade and Irish fighter Ruairí 
O Brádaigh. 

We, as International Platform 
against Isolation are very familiar 
to the issue of political prisoners 
and freedom struggle, and of 
course as many others in the 
world, we have been always 
inspired by the spirit of resistance 
of Irish people and its honorable 
prisoners. 

We were always part of it and 
so they were with us in every 
struggle for the freedom of PPs 
and POWs. , 

The struggle of Ruairí O 


Brádaigh didnt end in 
the Stormont Agreement, he 
followed the will and longing of| 
the Irish people, as well as the 
flow of history to free the Irish 
people from British occupation 
and for self-determination. 

We will not forget comrades 
and voluntaries like Ruairi O|; 
Brádaigh. They will live in our]; 
struggle for freedom and) 
independence! i 
From the Socialist Unity Centre 
of India and the International] | 
Anti-imperialist Coordinationg 
Committee: E 

International Anti-imperialist 
Coordinating Committee pays its 
homage to Comrade Ruairí O 
Brádaigh, founder President o 
Provisional Sinn Fein and 
Republican Sinn Fein. With his 
staunch opposition to imperialism, 
commitment to socialism and to 
the ideal of Irish Republicanism, 
and with his indomitable courage 
he has set a shining example of 
uncompromising battle against 
imperialist oppression and 
injustice. Comrade Ruairí O 
Brádaigh is no more with us but 
his struggle will continue to 
inspire all anti-imperialist fighters 
for many years to come. IACC 
expresses its deep sympathy to the 
Republican Sinn Féin for their loss 
and in this hour of grief affirms its 
solidarity with their struggle. 


Manik Mukherjee 

General Secretary 

International Anti-imperialist 
Coordinating Committee (IACC) 


JUUL SE- LST I TEEUUIML — LULU JULY LULI 


The coming Syrian War and Ireland’s 


VER in Europe the 
O “E.United” Europeans met 

to discuss arming the 
Syrian opposition. Already we 
have seen hundreds of thousands 
of refugees fleeing that country. 
Almost a hundred thousand dead. 
The Russian military increasingly 
involved on the Assad side while 
EU and American mercenaries 
become more involved on the 


ground. 
Britain leads the European 
Looney right on behalf of 


America. An America that has 
built 600 internment camps for 
use against its own citizens. 
Increasingly Netanyahu’s 
statement that “We run America” 


House mob appear more and more 
elpless against those who woul: 
dictate European foreign policy 
from the unelected halls o 
Frankfurt and Brussels. 

The genuinely principle: 
voices of the Left Alliance and a 
few genuinely concerne 
individuals in the main political 
parties are being used to threaten 
ordinary citizens, ie if these 
owerful and articulate 
individuals can be threatened with 
secret Garda intelligence an 
scurrilous attacks by high-ranking 
ministers then what hope for the 
ordinary concerned worker — or 
indeed public servant — who might 
want to highlight corruption 


the call for a referendum on a 
united Ireland has been rejected. 
High-ranking “peace supporters” 
are arrested while travelling 
abroad, their leadership powerless 
to defend them. In America 
Obama promises to kill United 
States citizens “without warning” 
BUT only after “special people” 
have designated them as a threat 
to the Establishment. 

In Europe we are being 
warned of a “revolution” if social 
welfare is tampered with. At the 
same time the Irish Minister for 
Social Infection promises to 
review Social Welfare. 

There is madness in the air. 
As the “rich get richer and the 
children” 


being educated through social 
media that their lot is not a happy 
one. 

We are told that childhood 
development funds are being 
withheld so as to “protect 
children” in créches. 

HE Abortion Bill will be 
| forced through parliament 
without a referendum of the 
people so as to “protect children”. 
The referendum on a United 
Ireland will not take place so as to 
protect people from the possible 
consequences. The 
alcohol should be extended so as 
to protect people and smoking in 
private banned so as to protect 
children. 
There is a madness abroad 


price of 


‘principled stand’ 


those in power who have come to 
believe that people are not only 
stupid but also too cowardly to 
complain. As Gilmore on behalf 
of his buddies makes a “principled 
stand” on arming Syrians he says 
nothing about the increasing 
impoverishment of Irish people. 

In Leinster House, when 
Shatter got his vote of confidence 
a final nail in the coffin of that 
which passes for democracy in 
Ireland was driven. 

As we near the 100th 
Anniversary of the beginning of 
the final phase of the Irish 
Revolution the counter- 
revolutionary Establishment has 
been outed as bully boys who 
have run out of ideas and are now 


intimidate those who tell us the 
“King has no clothes”. 

What a sorry mess they made 
of things. What a sorry mess is in 
front of us all. What is clear is that 
this sorry lot are not those who 
can get us out of it. The writer 
Brendan Behan when asked what 
he thought of the Free State said 
“Maybe they should give it back 
to Britain and apologise for the 
mess they left it in.” 

Well, having run this State on 
behalf of Britain for over 90 years 
maybe these people should just 
return there and leave the running 
of this island to those who actually 
live on it. 


— Mac Cool 


seems more apt. 
Here in Ireland the Leinster 


among the elite. 
In the Occupied Six Counties 


poor 


get 


citizens throughout the world are 


ordinary 


that is based on the arrogance of 


just forced to 


physically 


Comadt-General Tom Maguire remembered in Mayo 


IN Friday, July 5, Republicans from across Connacht gathered 


n Cross, Co Mayo for 


the 


‘ommemoration for Comdt-General Tom Maguire. 


Those assembled formed up behind 
he Tricolour and marched to the 
saveside of Comdt-General Tom 
Aaguire in Cross Cemetery. The 
ommemoration was chaired by Dan 
Ioban from Newport who began by 
velcoming all those who were attending 
vefore asking Sean Lynch from North 
.ongford to recite a decade of the Rosary, 
ollowed by the laying of wreatsh on 
ehalf of the Republican Movement by 
North Galway Republican Bert Moran 
nd by Donal O’Neill from Belfast on 
vehalf of his uncle Volunteer Danny 
)’Neill. 

The Chairperson then introduced the 
nain speaker for the commemoration, 
tepublican Sinn Féin Galway County 
Councillor Tomas O Curraoin. 

“Friends and Republicans, chairman, 
tis an honour for me to be asked to speak 
ere tonight on this very hallowed spot 
vhere the greatest of our heroes is buried. 
\ man who never compromised, a man 
vho never would. A man who was a 


leader. A man who was an inspirati 
all people. 


twentieth anniversary 


on to 


“There will never be any peace in 


Ireland be it short or long-term unt 


il the 


cause of the troubles goes and the cause 
of the troubles is the occupation of our six 
north-eastern counties who are still under 
British rule today. You will get many 
people who will tell you that everything is 


normal now. Some people will tel 


you 


that the way to do it is through Leinster 


House, Westminster, Stormont 


Washington. 


“Comdt-General Tom Maguire an 
his wife Christina were always true an 


faithful and Tom like many more pro! 


got the inspiration down the years going 
back to the time of the United Irishmen, 
to the Young Irelanders, to the Fenians an 


the 1916 Rising which sparked it a 
and then came the Black-and-Tans. 
“I am just wondering were a 


people that were allowed to die both in 
Long Kesh and in other places sacrifice 


an 


ably 


ll off 


1 the 


just so that these could go in and take the 


e Tomas O Curraoin addressing 
the Tom Maguire commemoration. 
Queen’s shilling in Leinster House and 
Stormont, because no one ever went with 
the enemy until our former comrades 
went. They went their own separate ways, 
they formed their own Free State parties 
but no one went with the enemy. 

“It galls many who saw Mr 
McGuinness shake hands with the Queen 
of England. Fair enough, we will shake 
hands with anybody as an individual or as 
a visitor but not while they occupy our 
country. And the Dublin government 
bringing the Queen of England down to 


the Garden of Remembrance to lay a 
wreath by the commander-in-chief of the 
British Crown Forces which she is, on the 
graves of the patriot Irish who her forces 
killed. 

“There is something amiss with the 
people that allowed her in there. If Tom 
was here today and if he saw how this so- 
called Free State is gone, mass emigration 
of our youth, the live register dropping 
according to those shoneens who never 
know anything but tell lies. While all the 
airports, Dublin and Shannon and every 
airport in far away Australia and Canada 
are full of our youth emigrating every day. 
With all our resources sold out, our land 
made unviable, so unviable that the youth 
will no longer have an interest in it. Our 
seas sold down the drain, two research 
ships in the docks in Galway yet not a 
trawler to be seen landing there. Where 
are we gone in so many short years? 

“On the spot where we are tonight I 
would like to mention that many people 
have gone since we were here last year. I 
would like to mention in particular a 
stalwart of Republicanism who was of the 
same calibre as Tom and that is Ruairí O 
Brádaigh who died and his month’s mind 


mass is tomorrow nigh. I wou 


d like 


people to remember Ruairí tonight 


because he was always here. 
“It’s funny that down throu 


gh the 


years, when the Berlin Wall came down 


Nelson Mandela stood by princip 
id 26 years in jail in South Afri 


the Americans or any of the super] 


they applauded it. They applauded when 


es and 
ca and 


became the first president of that country 
after holding out for so long. But not one 
word about the freedom of our country, by 


powers 


in the world. Why I can’t understand. 


“The British have nothing le 


the Isle of Mann and Cornwal 


like ourselves down in the south- 
their country. 


ft, only 
the Falklands, Gibraltar, the Six Counties, 


1. The 


Cornish people who never recognised 
themselves as English but they were Celts 


east of 


“We might not see it but there are kids 
here tonight that probably will see it and 
until that day comes we will stand up 


against English rule in Ireland w! 
is a breath in us.” 
The 


commemoration was 


ile there 


then 


brought to an end with the playing of 


Amhrán na bhFiann. 


Tribute from the Celtic League to Ruairí Ó Brádaigh 


RUAIRI O Brádaigh was probably one of the most 
significant Republicans to exert influence on the Irish 
struggle, for total freedom from the British, over the past 
eighty years, JB Moffatt, Director of Information, the 
Celtic eague, said on June 6. 
“His progress through the 
ranks of the Republican 
Movement is well documented via 
the audacious Arborfield Barracks 
arms raid of 1955, Operation 
Harvest — the 1950s Border 
campaign, to the senior echelons 
of the political movement, first in 
Provisional Sinn Féin and later, 


after another of the inevitable 
splits, which bedevils all Celtic 
nationalist movements, to 
Republican Sinn Féin (RSF). 

“He was reputed to have been 
a Chief-of-Staff of the Irish 
Republican Army in the late 
1960s and certainly was a 
committed Republican all his life 


and, despite retirement from the 
front line of Republican Sinn Féin 
in recent years, right up until his 
death. 

“O Brádaigh was one of a 
number of Republicans who also 
embraced the Inter-Celtic ideal 
and championed the cause of 
minorities. 

“He was a_ long-standing 
member of the Celtic League a 
fact which was acknowledged 


when a message from his 
successor as President of 
Republican Sinn Féin, Des 


Dalton, was read out at the 50th 
AGM of the League in Scotland in 
2011. Dalton opened by saying: 

“ ‘For 50 years the Celtic 


League has been a tireless 
champion of the political, cultural, 
social, economic and 


environmental rights of the Celtic 
nations. Our Patron Ruairi O 
Brádaigh is a long-standing 
member of the Celtic League and 
he joins with me in extending 
greetings and Celtic solidarity to 
you all on behalf of Republican 
Sinn Féin.’ 


“He was a delegate to the 
1985 AGM of the Celtic League 
held in Dublin in 1985 which was 
something of a pivotal event for 
the League as it was the year that 
Alan Heusaff stood down and I 
took over as General Secretary. 

“No doubt reams will be 
written some complimentary, 
some derogatory and others 
attempting to strike a balance 
about his life. 

“Certainly it is unlikely that 
Ruairi Ó Brádaigh will have 
plaudits heaped on him in the way 


that, on his retirement, another 
controversial figure of recent Irish 
history, Ian Paisley, received. At 
that time, although some of O 
Bradaigh’s erstwhile colleagues 
were heaping praise on the ‘big 
man’, Ruairi O Bradaigh was 
unremitting in his criticism. 
“Ruairi O Brádaigh was 
always uncompromising in his 
denunciations of any political 
accommodation which fell short 
of the sovereign Ireland the 
original Dail aspired to for that he 
will always be remembered.” 
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CHE current unrest in Syria which 
vegan in March 2011 continues apace 
vith more than 93,000 people killed 
ind thousands of refugees forced to 
lee the country. 

War and destruction has continued in the war- 
orn nation as various foreign imperial-backed 
nilitants wage war on President Bashar al-Assad’s 
syrian Government. The need for a resolution is 
»bvious but is unlikely any time within the next 
nonth. At the imperialist G8 gathering in occupied 
reland on June 18 the Russian President Vladimir 


Putin agreed to sign a statement calling for the 
establishment of a “transitional Government” as 
quickly as possible. Such a move could be seen 
as a bending of the knee by the Russian President 
who up until now was one of President Assad’s 
most reliable allies. However the Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov stated at the G8 summit 
in Fermanagh that there is no deadline for the 
establishment of a “transitional Government” and 
that the statement signed by President Putin 
contains no reference to the future of President 
Assad. Such a move contains perhaps the 
blueprint for negotiations but whether or not 
President Assad is willing to even concede one iota 
to these various fragmented groups is yet to be 
seen. 
Crossing the Red Line 

Many differences remain in this ongoing war. 
Ryabkoyv has stated that the claims made by the US 
administration that the Syrian Government had 
used chemical weapons were “groundless”. 
Indeed such claims by the US in this regard need 
to be taken seriously. However one only needs to 
look back to the illegal war waged in Iraq by the 
US and Britain and their claims that Saddam 
Hussein was harbouring weapons of mass 
destruction to realise that the word of the US 
Government when it comes to enforcing their 


foreign policy very often amounts to nothing. On 
June 14 Barack Obama, coincidentally in Ireland 
on June 17 and 18 ‘preaching peace’, ordered his 
administration to send weapons to Syrian 
militants. This came after the US Government 
claimed that chemical weapons have been used. 
Damascus immediately responded to the claim as 
“lies”. Although the claims were backed up by 
Britain and France, Bashar al-Assad said “Tf Paris, 
London or Washington had even one piece of 
evidence for their claims, they would have 
presented it publicly,” he said. 
No fly zone 

The imperial conquest of Libya in 2011 saw 
the enforcement of a no-fly zone, without which 
the rebels could not have been successful in 
overturning Colonel Gadafi’s government. US 
lawmakers have been pressuring Obama to go 
beyond merely arming the militants with lethal aid 
such as, assault rifles and rocket propelled grenade 
launchers to actually enforce a no-fly zone over 
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Syria. All of this foreign interference in Syria and] ° 


manipulation of their internal affairs is only going 
to prolong the suffering of innocents. By arming 
the fractious rebel groups who are currently only 
held together by a hatred of Assad’s secular 
Government, their pro-imperial leanings and 
extreme Islamic views they are only sowing the 
seeds for long-term instability in the region. There 
were reports that a very large number of the 
militants were foreign nationals. Pro-imperial 
nations in that region, such as Saudi Arabia, Qatar 
and Turkey have been actively supporting the 
militants. The Secretary-General of Hezbollah, the 
Lebanonese Resistance Movement, Seyyed 
Hassan Nasrallah stated on Friday, June 14 that 
“there is an American, Israeli and Takfiri project to 


destroy not only Syria but the entire region”.|! 


Hezbollah have been supporting the Syrian 
government, fighting alongside the Government 
forces since late May. 
A real alternative 

Sinn Féin Poblachtach believes the first step 
towards a long-term settlement in the region must 
first of all see foreign governments such as the 
US, Britain and France refrain from imposing 
their own selfish imperial agendas upon sovereign 
nations. A federal solution may be applicable in| 
Syria as outlined in the ÉIRE NUA programme 
for a New Ireland, which would ensure peace with 
justice in that all sections, regions and different 
ethnic and religious groups could live in peace and 
harmony with stability. 


On June 14 Boyen Baleva of the National Democratic Front of 
the Philippines explained to those gathered at the Irish Anti- 
Imperialist Forum in Belfast how, “Member-countries of the G-8 
comprise about 14% of the world's population, but they represent 
up to 60% of the global gross domestic product.” 


He went on to say, “Monopoly 
corporations based in these countries 
operate around the world, plundering the 
natural environment, exploiting wage 
labour for their super profits and 
dispatching armed repression against 
protesting peoples. G-8 governments are 
the biggest military spenders, and they 
control almost all the nuclear weapons in 
the world. These governments have no 
qualms about using their military might 
against other countries asserting national 
independence, nor in _ supporting 
repressive puppet regimes in Asia, the 
Middle East, Africa and Latin America. 

“The Philippines have been suffering 
from US imperialist domination since the 
turn of the 20th century. Taking over from 
Spanish colonialism, the US launched an 
interventionist war in 1899 against the 
sovereign Filipino people. The brutality of 
the foreign aggressors resulted in the death 
of 20,000 Filipino combatants and an 
additional 1.5 million civilians. The US 
as since kept its grip on the Philippines, 
governing first as a colonial overlord until 
946, and thereafter through a series of 
local puppet governments. The country is 
ept as a backward agricultural and non- 
industrial economy — as a source of 
mineral and natural resources, plantation 
products, semi-manufactured 
commodities, and cheap labour force. The 
Philippines also serve, then as now, as a 
aunching-pad for military aggression in 
Asia-Pacific, Indian Ocean and the Middle 
East.” 

While the vast majority of the 
population of the Philippines lives in 
poverty, “US imperialism and the local 
ruling-classes of landlords and 
compradors big bourgeoisie have kept the 
country in a predominantly feudal state. A 
majority of the population are peasant- 
farmers, and more than 70% of them are 
landless share-croppers. They pay feudal 
rent to the landlords, sometimes 
amounting up to 70% of the harvest. There 


• Boyen Baleva of the National 
Democratic Front of the Philippines 
at the Irish Anti-Imperialist Forum 
held by Republican Sinn Féin in 
Belfast on June 14. 


is virtually no amount of mechanisation in 
agriculture, most peasants still use water 
buffaloes and hand-tools for cultivating 
and harvesting their crops. Peasants and 
agricultural workers also suffer from 
feudal slavery, usury, low farm wages, and 
low prices for their agricultural products.” 

Boyen concluded that, “The local 
tuling classes of landlords and compradors 
big bourgeoisie are extremely rapacious 
and repressive. They monopolise the 
country's economic resources, exploit the 
working people, extract political and 
economic power from government 


resources, and utilise the entire might of 


the reactionary state against the masses 
who are demanding social change. They 
are also extremely subservient to foreign 
monopoly corporations and US 
imperialism. They hand over the country's 
patrimony and sovereignty to foreign 
profit, and legitimise US imperialist 
domination.” 

See the full contribution from the 
National Democratic Front of the 
Philippines at: 

www.iaf2013.rsfie 


Ant 


Government protests 


THE current unrest in Turkey kicked off on May 31 after 
the police broke up a sit-in protest held at Istanbul's 
Taksim Square. Protesters were then primarily against 
the proposal to demolish Gezi Park. 


The trouble began on 
environmental grounds when the 
police used heavy-handed tactics to 
remove a small campaign of 
protesters who had held a sit-in 
protest to block plans to raze over 
600 trees from Gezi Park. The 
oppressive and violent crackdown, 
however, has struck a nerve with the 
Turkish people and evoked 
widespread anger. Turkish Prime 
Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan and 
the ruling Islamic AK Party have 
been in power now for a decade and 
the people are becoming 
increasingly frustrated at the overtly 
authoritarian policies of the 
Government. 

To date it is reported that five 
people, including a police officer. 


have died in the unrest and more 
than 5,000 protesters and 600 police 
officers have been wounded. Police 
have used smoke grenades, tear-gas 
and water cannons. Tensions rose 
considerably when riot police 
stormed Taksim Square in Istanbul 
which has been the focal point of 
two weeks of protests. This 
prompted a day of violence with tens 
of thousands of protesters. Fears 
have grown that the police may try 
to clear Gezi Park next. 

On Thursday, June 6, Erdogan 
issued a “last warning” to protesters 
ordering them to evacuate the park. 
He went on to say, “I’m making my 
last warning: mothers, fathers please 
withdraw your kids from there,”... 
“Gezi Park does not belong to 


occupying forces. 
everybody.” 

It was an ultimatum that came 
after the embattled Prime Minister 
made his first compromise yet by 
offering to hold a referendum on 


key 


It belongs to 


plans to build a replica of Ottoman-| ; 


era military barracks in the park. 
Many of the protesters, however, 
reject the referendum as those picked 
for the talks with the Government 
apparently did not represent the 
people engaged in the protests. 
These anti-government protests 
seem set to continue. What began 
centred around the protection of| 
Gezi Park has acted as the catalyst to 


spark a fire of resistance to the}: 
repressive AK Party in Government. | i 


The protests are for the protection of| 
personal freedoms and to end 
censorship of critics such as 


journalists, minorities such as the} | 
enforcing} | 


Kurds and to end 
conservative Islamic views on a 
constitutionally secular nation. 


Street protests ‘driving change’ 


ON June 3, 2013 the armed forces in Egypt ousted the 
country’s first democratically-elected President after just a 
year in office, installing a temporary civilian government, 
suspending the constitution and calling for new elections. 


Islamist President Mohammed 
Morsi denounced it as a “full coup” 
by the military. 

In a televised announcement the 
army chief General Abdel-Fattah el- 
Sissi said the chief justice of the 
Supreme Constitutional Court would 
step in as interim president until new 
elections are held. He would be 
sworn in by judges of his court Gen 
el-Sissi said. 

Gen el-Sissi spoke while flanked 
by the country’s top Muslim and 
Christian clerics as well as pro- 
reform leader Mohammed ElBaradei 
and two representatives of the youth 
opposition movement behind the 
wave of protests. 

He promised “not to exclude 
anyone or any movement” from 
further steps. But he did not define 


the length of the transition period or 
when presidential elections would be 
held. He also did not mention any 
role for the military. 

After the 9.20pm announcement, 
fireworks burst over crowds dancing 
and waving flags in Cairo’s Tahrir 
Square, epicentre of the 2011 
uprising which ousted autocrat Hosni 
Mubarak, and the Brotherhood’s TV 
station went blank. 

In Brazil, mass demonstrations 
which began on June 17 against bus 
and train fare increases turned into 
wider protests about poor public 
services and the exorbitant cost of 
next year’s World Cup. Citizens were 
angry at the billions of dollars spent 
on stadiums while they endure 
underfunded schools and hospitals. 

The President Dilma Rousseff 


delivered her recommendations to] : 


Congress on what topics should be 
included in a national plebiscite on 
political reform. She also ordered her 
Cabinet to focus on and devise 
solutions for five priority areas: fiscal 
responsibility and controlling 
inflation, political reform, health 


care, public transport and education.| , 


It’s now up to Congress to convene 
the plebiscite. 


One resident of San Paulo 84-|; 


year-old Cristiano Gulias told news 
reporters: 
people to sit and bargain with our 
leaders. We're fighting for the 
fulfillment of a million broken 
promises politicians have given us. 
We’ve demanded that our voices be 
heard.” 

Dilma Rousseff also says she 
wants oil royalties used to fund 
education, announced $23 billion in| 
new spending on urban 
transportation, and she said she’ll 
import thousands of foreign doctors 
to work in underserved, poor areas. 


All this remains to be seen. 


“Now is the time for the}: 


rs 
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ly 


Cont. from page 20. 

“Of a proud Republican heritage 
inherited from both his father Matt and 
his mother May, since 1950 he served 
at every level of the Republican 
Movement, and from 1956 took on the 
onerous responsibilities of national 
leadership with only a short intervals, 
up to the present day. Ruairi was a man 
of immense capability both as a 
politician and as a soldier. He holds the 
unique distinction of serving as 
President of Sinn Féin, Chief-of-Staff 
of the Irish Republican Army and from 
1957 to 1961 as a TD, representing 
Longford/Westmeath. 

“At critical junctures in the history 
of the Republican Movement, Ruairi O 
Brádaigh, along with his close friend 
and comrade the late Daithi O Conaill, 
manned the gap against the forces of 
reformism who sought to convert a 
revolutionary movement of national 
liberation into a mere constitutional 
political party, first in 1969/70 and once 
again in 1986. 

“At a time when our sense of 
identity is being steadily eroded, when 
our people are discouraged from taking 
pride in their history or culture Ruairi 
O Bradaigh was a tireless champion of 
the Irish language viewing it as the 
cornerstone of our unique identity as a 
nation. 

“Gael go smior ab ea Ruairi. Ona 
chuid ama i gColáiste Mel is i 
gConamara, d’éirigh leis an teanga a 
thabhairt leis go han-liofa. Ar feadh a 
shaoil sheas sé go daingean le cuis na 
Gaeilge agus d’fhéach chuige go raibh 
Gaeilge ag an gclann ar fad. 

“Faraoir, le caoga bliain anuas 
d’aithin an meath a tháinig ar an teanga 
go hairithe an cungu sna Gaeltachtai is 
sa chóras oideachais. Tá an Ghaeilge i 
mbaol go mór mura dtugtar áit lárnach 
di in Éirinn. Mar atá faoi láthair níl áit 
do theangacha agus do chultúir ar nós 
na Gaeilge agus ár gcultúr Gaelach atá 
ag tachtadh ár muintire. Daoibhse atá in 
eagraíochtaí Gaeilge is gá daoibh an 
pictiúr mór seo, mar a deirtear, a aithint. 
Tá an Ghaeilge i mbaol, tá sí á ceil tar 
pháistí na tire, tá imeallú mór déanta 
uirthi. 

“Ruairí played a leading role in 
formulating the ÉIRE NUA proposals 
for a four-province federal Ireland, 
based on the principles of true 
decentralisation of decision-making 
with full participatory democracy 
involving all sections of the Irish 
people as trust founders of a New 
Ireland. 

“He was among the Republican 
leaders who met representatives of 
loyalism and unionism as Feakle, Co 
Clare in 1974 and later strongly 
supported the MacBride/Boal talks, 
which were eventually sabotaged by a 
26-County Government Minister. 

“For Ruairí Ó Brádaigh there could 
be no temporising on the issue of 
British rule in Ireland. Drawing on the 
lessons of Irish history, he recognised 
that it constituted the root cause of 
conflict and injustice for the Irish 
people. In opposing the 1998 Stormont 
Agreement he rightly viewed it as a 
flawed document serving only to 
copper-fasten British rule while also 
institutionalising sectarianism, thereby 
further deepening the sectarian divide. 
The economically and politically 
oppressed and partitioned Ireland of 
today is far removed from the vision of 
a New Ireland, which inspired Irish 
Republicans such as Ruairí O Brádaigh. 

“Standing by Ruairí’s graveside we 
can only truly honour him by turning 
our eyes to the future, by pledging 
ourselves to once more take up the fight 
for a New Ireland. Today our country is 
being assailed by the twin imperialisms 
of British military and political 
occupation and the economic and social 
oppression of the EU/ECB and IMF. 

“In the Six Counties, political 
repression remains the norm and the 


very fact that there remain political 
prisoners in Maghaberry jail, the 
internment without trial of veteran 
Republican Martin Corey and until 
recently of Marian Price, the presence 
of an armed colonial police force using 
the same methods of repression, 
drawing on the same draconian laws to 
enforce the writ of the British 
government all point to the abnormality 
of the Six-County State. 

“British rule in Ireland will never 
be either normal or acceptable... 

“In the 26-County State our people 
are being robbed of the very markers of 
a civilised society, the ability to care for 
our sick and old, to educate our young 
and to provide for those on the 
economic margins of society. 

“Speaking in 1892 the founder of 
Conradh na Gaeilge Dubhghlas de hIde 
spoke of the need to reverse the process 
of anglicising Ireland: ‘When we speak 
of “The Necessity for De-Anglicising 
the Irish Nation”, we mean it, not as a 
protest against imitating what is best in 
the English people, for that would be 
absurd, but rather to show the folly of 
neglecting what is Irish, and hastening 
to adopt, pell-mell, and 
indiscriminately, everything that is 
English, simply because it is English.” 

“As the centenary of the 1916 
Rising draws near we have the 
opportunity once again to awaken the 
national consciousness to our 
possibilities as a people... 

“The legacy as well as the essential 
message of 1916 is at stake for this and 
future generations. The resources of 
both partitionist states are being 
employed in order to sanitise our 
history to the point that it has been 
robbed of any meaning. Equivalence is 
being made between the forces of 
occupation and the independence 
movement that no self-respecting 
nation would contemplate. 

“The 1916 Rising for Irish 
Republicans...is an event that not only 
continues to occupy a central place in 
our history but also remains relevant 
due to the simple fact that it remains 
unfinished business. 

“The 1916 Proclamation sets out 
clearly the principles upon which the 
All-Ireland Republic should rest. It 
takes no great examination to see that 
both the Six and 26-County states fall 
far short of the definition of freedom 
and democracy set by the men and 
women of 1916. 

“This would be and remains the 
abiding message of Ruairi O 
Brádaigh.” 

Des concluded by expressing 
sympathy with the entire O Brádaigh 
family and extended our gratitude to 
them “...for the life of Ruairi and his 
unparalled contribution to the cause of 
a free Ireland. Ar dheis dé go raibh a 
anam dílis.” 

Seán Lynch then introduced Dan 
Hoban of Mayo, Ruairi’s comrade 
throughout many years in the 
Republican Movement, who gave the 
final oration: 

“Fellow Republicans and people 
who remain true to the Irish Republican 
cause right down through the years, you 
have put on a great demonstration here 
today. A demonstration that Ruairi O 
Bradaigh would be so proud of. 
“Ruairi O Bradaigh, a personal 
friend and a comrade-in-arms for nigh 
on sixty years, and my first duty on 
behalf of all loyal Republicans is to 
offer our deepest sympathy to his wife 
Patsy, to his two daughters Deirdre and 
Eithne, to his sons Mait, Ruairi Og, 
Conchúr and Colm, to Sean O 
Bradaigh, his brother and his wife 
Blathnaid and to the extended O 
Bradaigh family. 

“For sixty years myself and Ruairi 
O Bradaigh trod the roads of Ireland. 
We were comrades-in-arms, we were 
villains and we did the devil together 
and we have no regrets. 


a 


e Mourners resist members of the 26-County riot squad and push them 


back away from the funeral. 


e Armed members of the Emergency Response Unit (ERU) were in 
evidence among the Free State police. 


e The riot squad look on impotently at the huge crowd at the funeral 
of Ruairi O Brádaigh . 


“My first encounter with Ruairi Ò 
Bradaigh was in the 1950s and we can 
reminisce here amongst some old 
comrades when Ruairi O Bradaigh was 
a training officer in the West of Ireland. 
Before that he travelled all North 
Longford and that area of Leinster as a 
training officer, first of all on a 
pushbike and then when he got enough 
money together he got a little 
motorbike and by God he got around 
with it and he met some people and as 
the fella says he kicked some ass. 

“But anyways, I remember and 
there will be a few people out here 
today including a great friend of his, 
Sean Scott and my own brother-in-law 
Paddy Murray who is here today, the 
camps that Ruairi ran. Out in the 
forestry in July or August, the flies 
eating you and you came in at night and 
down in Mount Talbot, Tommy 
McDermott was the cook and he had a 
big black pot and you got IRA stew. 

“Ruairi contested the General 
Election of 1957 on the abstentionist 
policy and was returned to Dail 
Éireann. He remained true to that 
policy right throughout his life and 
when men took gold and took houses 
and took everything Ruairi O Bradaigh 
took nothing. 

“When he was interned in the 
Curragh Concentration Camp, and we 
are surrounded here today by all this 
armed response unit, oh Ruairi O 
Bradaigh was a terrible dangerous man. 
Ruairi O Bradaigh’s first mission in the 
Irish Republican Army was an attack 
on Arborfield Hill Barracks in the heart 
of enemy territory in Britain and he 


came away with a handful of weapons 
and there was no armed response unit 
then and there was no armed response 
unit when Ruairi O Bradaigh led the 
Teeling Column in the 1956 campaign 
in Fermanagh and then he was interned 
in the Curragh. 

“T always remember in the Curragh 
there was a more diplomatic man than 
the armed response unit that we have 
here today. He was the OC 
commanding the Free State forces and 
he had a meeting with Ruairi O 
Brádaigh and he said: “Pll bend 
forwards, I’ll lean backwards, I'll do 
anything for ye but I won’t kiss the 
ground”, but the only time Ruairi O 
Bradaigh leaned forward was when he 
went out under the wire fence, himself 
and Daithi O Connell. 

“I must pay a compliment to the 
people of North Longford where he 
went to and he was sheltered until he 
was built up strong enough to join his 
comrades in the 1956 campaign to 
continue the fight for Irish freedom, the 
fight that Ruairi O Bradaigh had 
continued up to this day. 

“We have a history of men who are 
bought and men who sold but Ruairi O 
Bradaigh never sold anything. He gave 
his soul to the Irish people and he 
remained true to them to the bitter end. 
I am so proud to stand here today to pay 
the last respects to this man. 

“And you know a funny thing, we 
used to meet, we can say it now 
because we won’t be meeting in this 
house anymore, its vacant, but he used 
to pick me up at his sister May’s house. 
May was a very kind person and she 


was fully behind Ruairi and when we 
were in the Curragh in the 50s, May 
was so concerned about the Republican 
prisoners that she thought this thing out 
and she said ‘well I’ll send a parcel, I'll 
collect a parcel of food and I'll send it 
to the man with the largest family’ and 
who do you think the man with the 
largest family was? Dan Hoban — it’s 
a good job I was locked up! 

“Times moved on and we all came 
through that period; then there was a 
lull in the Irish history programme up 
until 1969. In 1969 the man who laid 
the first wreath here was Sean Maguire, 
son of Comdt-General Tom Maguire, 
the last surviving member of the 
Executive of the Second Dail, who had 
handed over the powers that be to the 
Army Council of the IRA in 1938 and 
now handed it over when we were sold 
out by the Stickies in 1969 and had re- 
handed it out to the Continuity IRA in 
1986 when our erstwhile comrades had 
sold out the past. 

“T was speaking three weeks ago in 
Arigna at the re-dedication of the 
monument [Cull/Tymon] up there and 
Ruairi Ó Brádaigh was very ill. As I 
went out to the platform a car drove up 
driven by his wife Patsy and we got 
Ruairi out of the car and he took his 
place. When I came down after 
speaking he squeezed my hand and he 
said to me ‘tisnt often I see you in a 
new suit, but keep it pressed, you will 
want it’. 

“So that is why I am so proud to be 
here today with all you good 
Republicans because there are so many 
good people in this country. Forget 
about the people that have sold the past. 
Forget about those. 

“T sat in that front room with Ruairi 
Ó Brádaigh three weeks ago and he 
said ‘Dan, we have lit the flame, its 
burning. I may not see it but another 
generation will come, the same as they 
came in ’69 and they will do it’. That 
was his belief right up to his death. He 
was such a man you could not explain. 

“T have so many happy memories 
of him. But the last thing I will say here 
today is that we respect his memory. 
You people, the young people of 
Ireland, I am appealing to you here 
today. Get into the ranks of the 
Republican Movement. Drive the Brits 
from our shores. Don’t be ashamed to 
be a Republican. Stand out there like O 
Brádaigh did and take them on. 

“That was Ruairi and that’s the way 
it should be. We don’t give a damn 
about those fellas that are here on the 
outside. We speak our minds because 
what I have said today to you people I 
could not read it off a paper because I 
have lived this with this man for 60 
years. 

“He was everything to me and he 
was everything to so many people. He 
never put a foot wrong in those sixty 
years. He was Chief-of-Staff, he was 


the Publicity Officer, he issued 
statements. He could never be 
contradicted. He held his true 


Republican principles until the end and 
that is why you people are here today 
to honour such a great soldier of the 
Irish Republican Army. 

“I will conclude by saying 
about Ruairí O Brádaigh what Pearse 
said at the grave of O’Donovan Rossa, 
‘They think they have intimidated half 
of us and they think that they have 
bought the other half but the fools, the 
fools, the fools they have left us our 
patriot dead and while Ireland holds 
these grave Ireland unfree shall never 
be at peace.’ 

“That is the life and story of Ruairi 
Ó Brádaigh and I am so proud to be 
here and doing this and I’m sure he 
would be proud of me too.” 


Sean Lynch concluded the 
ceremony by paying his own personal 
tribute to Ruairi Ó Brádaigh, his friend 
of over 60 years. 
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at Ruairi O Bradaigh’s funeral 


ON Saturday, June 8 the funeral of Ruairi O Bradaigh took 


place from the Church of the Sacred Heart in Roscommon 


Town to St Coman’s Cemetery. 


The previous evening at the 
removal from Smyth’s Funeral Home, 
a large number of armed 26-County 
police were to be seen outside the 
funeral home and accompanied the 
cortege as it made its way to the Sacred 
Heart Church in the centre of the town. 
Hundreds of people marched behind 
the hearse, flanked by the National 
Flag, furled and a guard of honour. 

At the funeral the next day more 
than 2,000 people were in attendance to 
say goodbye to the greatest Republican 
leader of the second half of the 
twentieth century. People travelled 
from all over Ireland, from England, 
Scotland, Austria, Switzerland and 
other parts of continental Europe and 
the USA to pay their last respects to 
Ruairi Ó Brádaigh. The church was 
packed during the Requiem Mass and a 
fine tribute was delivered by the 
officiating priest. Ruairi’s son Conchúir 
gave the following moving tribute: 

“We come to bury Ruairi O 
Bradaigh, teacher, politician, 
revolutionary, Gaeilgeoir and 
Republican leader — but also a father, 
grandfather, great-grandfather, 
husband, brother, cousin and uncle. 

“Many things have been said in the 
past few days about his political 
attributes and many more will be added 
later. I want to say a few words on 
behalf of the family about our father as 
a person — Ar n-athair, atá ar neamh, ta 
súil againn go léir. 

“People often ask us “was it strange 
to grow up having a famous father” — 
my answer is that every child thinks 
their upbringing is normal — you only 
get brought up once and have no other 
upbringing to compare to. 

“Ruairí was a kind and loving 
father to the six of us, and later a loving 
grandfather to his 16 grandchildren, 
one of whom, Sadhbh, tragically died 
three years ago, and his one great- 
grand-daughter. 

“Even when he was busy with his 
Republican activities, in the 1970s in 
particular when he was largely based 
during the week in Dublin, or travelling 
the country, he still played an active 
role in our upbringing, never missing a 
significant event like our birthdays, first 
Holy Communions or Confirmations. 

“He was always a kind, interested 
and gentle father to us, and always 
proud of our achievements, as we were 
proud of his. Mam kept the discipline 
in the house, ably helped by our Aunt 
Pat and our Galway Granny, and that 
did us no harm either. He had more 
time to spend with his grandchildren 
than he had with his children, as is 
often the case, and they will miss him 
in particular. 

“Bhi gra iontach aige don Ghaeilge 
agus ta sean-fhondtiri sa Spidéal i 
gConamara a chuimhnionn fos air féin 
agus ar a deirfiúir May (Og) agus a 
dhearthair Sean a bheith sa cheantair ag 
foghlaim an teanga ag deireadh na 
daicheadai. Thug sé an gra sin dúinne, 
gra don dúchas, do theanga agus cultúr 
na tire. 

“Dad travelled a lot as President 
and Head of the Foreign Affairs 
Department of Sinn Féin when we were 
growing up, but always brought us back 
small presents, even if they were bits of 
strange national costumes or posters 


from some Latin-American liberation 
movement. He would also send us 
postcards from the various places he 
would visit, usually with something 
funny written on them. He never came 
home empty-handed and always 
reminded us that it wasn’t just Ireland 
that needed freedom and justice but 
many other countries and peoples in 
this great big world of ours. 

“Dad had a great sense of humour — 
and would tell yarns and stories with 
great gusto — I hope we have inherited 
some of his great ability to engage with 
big intellectual ideas, while still having 
the ability to connect with ordinary 
people in a warm and engaging way. 

“One story he loved to tell in recent 
years was about the day there was a 
new waste collection service being 
introduced and a knock came to the 
door and he was presented with a form 
to sign by one of the workers. Let’s just 
say he wasn’t the type of man to sign a 
form without reading it in detail — and 
he was taking a bit long with the form, 
to the impatience of the poor form- 
collector. ‘You’re wasting your time in 
there,” came the shout from his 
colleague on the road, “do you not 
know who you're talking to? That’s 
Rudi O’Brudi — he’ll sign nothing — he 
wouldn’t sign to get out of jail!’ 

“To read some of the newspaper 
and television comment in the last few 
days, you’d think that Dad was a 
complete hard-liner — yes, he was 
uncompromising and unbending in 
matters of principle, such as the 
freedom and integrity of our country, 
but as some commentators have 
remarked on a few occasions this week, 
he was flexible on other important 
issues, in particular how to compromise 
with the Unionist population in the 
event of a British withdrawal. 

“He championed the federal 
solution to the future government of 
Ireland, called ÉIRE NUA, which 
would give maximum power to the 
Unionist population in a nine-county 
Ulster, as part of a federation of four 
provinces. He was roundly condemned 
for this by former colleagues in 
[Provisional] Sinn Féin who are now in 
positions of power and who like to 
portray themselves as peacemakers. 

“There was not a sectarian bone in 
Dad’s body — how could there be? His 
own Grandmother was a Swiss 
Protestant, and we'd like to welcome 
our cousin Claude Francois to Dad’s 
funeral to represent the Swiss part of 
our family today. 

“Part of our mother’s family were 
Scots Presbyterians, the Haggarts of 
Mote Park. He also had many 
Protestant friends in Longford where he 
grew up, and was a good friend of 
Canon Graham, the Church of Ireland 
Rector here in Roscommon for many 
years. 

“There was one famous meeting of 
the Roscommon Vocational Education 
Committee around about 1985, where 
Dad had applied to be re-instated to his 
teaching position. The VEC had stuck 
by him throughout the 1970s and 
always kept his teaching job open for 
him, despite serious pressure from 
several Government Ministers over the 
years (for which he was deeply 
grateful). 


e Twenty-Six County police surrounding the coffin of Ruairi Óó 


Brádaigh as it was removed from Smyth’s Funeral Home on June 7. 
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¢ The cortege, led by a member of the guard of honour carrying the 


National Flag furled, on its way to St Coman’s Cemetery. 


e As the funeral party entered the cemetery, armed police in riot gear 
surrounded it and almost pushed the family into the open grave. They 
were resisted by mourners and pushed back. 


“The 1985 meeting was at a 
difficult political time and the various 
FF and FG Councillors on the 
committee were very worried about 
how to deal with the issue, as they were 
getting a lot of pressure from Dublin. 
Canon Graham never spoke at the VEC 
meetings, but he did on this occasion 
and once he proposed Dad’s 
reinstatement, there was a rush to 
second the motion and it was passed 
unanimously. 

“It’s fitting that Dad will be laid to 
rest with our mother’s people in the 
Protestant St Coman’s Cemetery, very 
close to Canon Graham’s family grave. 

“We would like to thank the 
doctors, nurses and homeopaths who 
treated and helped him through his long 
illness, in Portiuncula, in UCHG and in 
Roscommon. We’d like to thank in 
particular Dr Padraic Brennan and the 
palliative care nurses who took such 
good care of him both at home and in 
Roscommon Hospital. 

“We would ask you to make a 
donation to the Roscommon-Mayo 
Hospice, and to CABHAIR, the 
organisation that helps the families of 
Republican prisoners, in Ruairi’s 
memory. 

“Dob é Dad ar gcrann taca, ar 


laoch, ar gcomhairleoir, ar bhfoinse, ar 
dtreoraí agus ar gcuiditheoir i 
gcaitheamh ar saol uilig agus aireoimid 
uainn go mor é. 

“Dad was our rock, our hero, our 
advisor, our origin, our guide and our 
supporter throughout our lives — we 
will miss him enormously. 

“Leaba i measc na bhFinini go 
raibh aige — may he rest with the Fenian 
dead.” 

Once again the church grounds 
were polluted by Free State armed 
police who mingled with mourners and 
took both still photographs and video 
footage of the assembled mourners. 
Older people were reminded of funerals 
during the ‘Heavy Gang’ period of the 
1970s, when (coincidentally during a 
Fine Gael/Labour coalition 
government?), Republican funerals 
were routinely attacked by Free State 
police, for example, Tom Smith’s 
funeral in Dublin in 1976 and Frank 
Stagg’s memorial service at the 
Republican Plot in Leigue Cemetery, 
Ballina, Co Mayo in 1977 (his body 
had been ‘snatched’ by the Free State 
and buried in another grave under 
cement in the cemetery the previous 
day). 

Led by a lone piper and the furled 


National Flag and once again flanked 
by a Republican guard of honour, the 
cortege, accompanied by a large crowd, 
made its way to St Coman’s Protestant 
Cemetery. The police attempted to 
walk in front of the funeral procession 
but were prevented from doing so by 
the mourners. These armed men and 
women accompanied the cortege all the 
way to the cemetery where many more 
of their well-armed colleagues were 
waiting. 

Those who made their way to the 
cemetery before the cortege arrived 
were horrified to see that not only was 
the graveside surrounded by armed 
members of the Emergency Response 
Unit but that riot police in full battle- 
gear were also deployed in the small 
cemetery. 

As Ruairi’s sons and grandsons 
carried his coffin to the grave, the 
police closed in around them making it 
almost impossible to continue with the 
ceremony. The riot police also began to 
encroach on the crowd. At that stage 
mourners decided they had had enough 
of the disgraceful conduct of the so- 
called defenders of the peace and 
decided to push them back away from 
the grave. After some scuffles the 
mourners pushed them away from the 
grave and also pushed the riot police 
back down the cemetery away from 
those assembled at the graveside. 

Following the final prayers, 
proceedings were chaired by Sean 
Lynch, Longford, a fellow county-man 
and long-time friend of Ruairi’s who 
was a Sinn Féin county councillor for 
many years. 

He introduced the President of Sinn 
Féin, Des Dalton, who began by 
condemning the disgraceful conduct of 
the 26-County police and the treatment 
meted out to Ruairi’s family over the 
two days; “They fear Ruairi even in 
death,” he said. 

He continued by quoting Padraig 
Pearse at the graveside of O’Donovan 
Rossa: ‘I propose to you then that, here 
by the grave of this unrepentant Fenian, 
we renew our baptismal vows; that, 
here by the grave of this unconquered 
and unconquerable man, we ask of 
God, each one for himself, such 
unshakable purpose, such high and 
gallant courage, such unbreakable 
strength of soul as belonged to 
O’Donovan Rossa. 

“ “And we know only one 
definition of freedom: it is Tone’s 
definition, it is Mitchel’s definition, it 
is Rossa’s definition. Let no man 
blaspheme the cause that the dead 
generations of Ireland served by giving 
it any other name and definition than 
their name and their definition.’ 

“For Ruairi Ó Brádaigh there too 
was but one definition of Irish freedom. 
For him there was but one straight and 
true path leading to the All-Ireland 
Republic of Easter Week. 

“We come here to mourn the loss of 
Ruairi but we also come to celebrate his 
long and rich life. It was a life marked 
by unselfish devotion to the cause of 
Irish freedom. 

“Ruairi Ó Brádaigh was a towering 
figure of Irish Republicanism in the 
latter half of the twentieth century. He 
came to embody the very essence of the 
Republican tradition, setting the very 
highest standards of commitment, duty, 
honour and loyalty to the cause of Irish 
freedom. 


Cont. on page 19. 


